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Tending to prove, that the Worſhip of God 
in Secret is the indiſpenſable Duty of all 
Chriſtians ; both by ſundry Examples and 
Arguments. 


TOGETHER 


With a ſevere Rebuke of Chriſtians for their ne- . 


lect of, or Neglience in, the Duty of CLosETr- 
oO and many Directions for the managin 
thereof, Exhortations to it, Objections anſwered, 
and Caſes of Conſcience cleared. 
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EPISTLE to the READER; 


Eſpecially to the ſtrict and ſerious 
Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, 


CunisTIan READER, 


HE power of godlineſs is much ſpoken of, but 
I am afraid very rarely to be found amongſt 
[even] famous profeſſors : moſt content themſelves 
with external viſible duties, which formaliſts may 
carry on with as much ſeeming zeal and applauſe, : 
as . worſhippers : a formal ſpirit is the diſeaſe 
'of the preſent day : the beams of goſpel-light have 
ſo far extracted an aſſent to fundamental truths, and 
the neceſſity of ſome practical duties, that it is a 
ſhame (in ſome places) not to have a form of godli- 
neſs: many will be found orthodox in their judg- 
ments, and externally conformable in their nn 
vet, without a principle of 1 7 in their hearts, or 
the life of religion in their lives, in the day of ac- 
counts ; witne, the fooliſh virgins: thouſands do fi- 
nally miſcarry, beſides the groſsly profane: ſome. 
o to hell with a candle in their hands, Chriſt's co- 


Jours in their hats, his word in their mouths, and in 
the habit of religion; every one is not a faint that 


looks like one; à painted picture makes a fair thew, - 
but wants life: a formaliſt will be comely indeed, if 
animated with the truth of grace: but the leaven of 
Hypocriſy ſpoils many Arp nt this was that lea- 
ven of the Phariſces that ſowred their prayers, and 
rendered them e to God: they made religi- 
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ous duties a ſtage to act vain glory upon; their pray- 
ers had a thick ſhell, and little kernel. Our Savi- 
our would not have the ſaints like them. Chriſt's 
eiſciples muſt do ſome ſingular thing, more than 
-Oihers ; their righteouſneſs mpſt go beyond that of 
the Scribes and Phariſees : ſincerity is that ſpirit and 
lite, that is to run through religion: elſe it is a body 
without a ſoul ; or cloaths without the man: this is 


the chief drift of our Saviour's teaching, and main 


deſ gn of goſpel commands, to render profeſſors ſin- 
cere and ſpiritual; approving their hearts to God in 
evangelical performances. I have many times be- 
wailed the condition of thoſe, who are very buſy in 
externals of religion abroad, and are groſsly negli- 
gent of the main eſſentials at home. They are like 
thoſe who are propping up ſome remote members of 
their body, while their vitals are waſting in a lan- 
guiſhing conſumption : theſe are like a man in a fe- 
ver; his face and hands burn; but his heart ſhakes 


and quivers for cold: theſe I may call pepper- proſef- 


fors; hot in the mouth, but cold at the ſtomach: 
there are thouſands in the world, will run man 

miles to hear a ſermon, will countenance the bel 
preachers, will read the Scriptures, and good books, 


will pray in their families, yea, keep days of faſting 


and prayer with others, that yet will not ſet about 
heart-Work, and fleſh diſpleaſing duties, of mortify- 
ing deloved luſts, loving, forgiving and praying for 


enemies —yea, that will not ſet themſelves ſolemnly 


to the duties of meditation, ſelf- examination, and. ſe- 
cret prayer: the veſſel will not ſtir except the wind 
of applauſe blow the fails ; theſe are like the night- 
ingale in the wood, of which it is recorded, that ſhe 
ſings moſt ſweetly, when ſhe thinks any is near her. 
An hypocrite can pray beſt, when taken notice of by 
men; you will ſeldom ſee him at work (with his 


heart) in a cloſet : he is of the mind of thoſe carnal 


perſons, of Chriſt's natural kindred, John, vii. 4. 
who ſaid to Chriſt, If thou do theſe things, ſhew thyſelf 
to the world: For, faith the text, ver. 5. neither = 
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bis brithren believe in him: q. d. Such as carry on' du» 


ties, or counſel others to ſuch undertakings, as may 
expoſe them to public view, for oſtentation, declare 
plainly they want true grace, which makes perſons 
Jews inwardly, who/e circumciſion is of the heart, in the 
Spirit, whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of God, Rom. ii, 
29. The main trade of a Chriſtian is his home» 
trade, as one faith, (Gurnal's Chriſtian Armour, 
chap. 12. ſect 3. page 304.) which is ſpent (in ſecret) 
betwixt God and his own ſoul: here he drives an 
unknown trade; he is at heaven, and home again; 
richly laden in his thoughts with heavenly medita- 
tions, before the world knows where he hath been. 

The conſideration of theſe things, hath engaged 
me to ſpend ſome thoughts concerning this great 
(and much neglected) duty of cloſet- prayer; which 
when I had delivered, and ſeveral had got copies 
thereof, it was judged fit for the preſs, and ſome 
hopes coneeived of its further uſefulneſs ; I peruſed 
it again, and methodized it into this form, and com- 


municated my thoughts (to ſome) concerning the 


publication of it. A friend gave me notice there was 
a book extant upon the ſame ſubject, which I ene 
quired after, and found one of Mr. Brooks on the 
ſame text: that book 1 looked over, and was read 

to think it would ſave me a labour; but, upon fe- © 
cond thoughts, I conſidered that this might fall into 
ſome hands that would not : that ſeveral men writ- 
ing on the ſame ſubject may be ufeful, is ordinary; 
that our method, and moſt of our matter, is differ» 
ent; for I had finiſhed mine before I ſaw the other, 


except two or three leaves in the cloſe : beſides that, 


the other is larger; this a ſmall piece, and more 
portable, as a pocket-book, or vade-mecum : let it 
be then a ſhort appendix to that excellent piece. 

I am heartily:glad any of God's ſervants have ſet 
themſelves to promote this part of practical piety ; it 
is aun excellent: deſign; and I am well affored, if 
Chriſtians were more in their cloſets with God, their 
own ſouls would thrive better, and things woulil fuce 
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ceed better abroad; Mr. Rogers being filenced from 
public work, defired his hearers to ſpend that time 


they were wont to come to his lecture in, in ferious 


prayer and meditation in their cloſets, and he was 


confident Satan would be a looſer, and their ſouls 


gainers by that providence : and this I can affirm, 
that if perſons would ſpend part of that time in ſe- 
_ cret prayer, they take to run abroad to ſermons in, 
they would be better 1 not but that hear- 
ing the word is neceſſary, and ſo is this; nor muſt 
the one juſtle out the other: yea, theſe ſecret du- 
ties help us to profit by public ordinances. If dung 
be poured down on heaps in the field, it doth no 
ood ; it muſt be ſpread abroad, before it make fruit- 
ul ground. The plaiſter heals not, except it be ap- 
plied ; ſo the word muſt be ſpread on our hearts, b 
ſerious and ſecret meditation and application, or elſe 
it will never make our ſouls healthful and fruitful ; 
and then we muſt pray over it, for the ſhowers of 
divine grace to waſh it, and work it into our hearts: 
many — are loſt, for want of ſouls taking them 
home to their cloſets, and turning them to prayer: 
I fear all will be little enough, that miniſters can 
reach or write upon this theme; I doubt ſtil}, this 
work will be either totally neglected, or negligently 
performed: it is an hard work; the Spirit muſt travel 
in it ; and (faith good Mr. Bains) the faints can en- 
dure better to hear an hour, than to pray a quarter : 
*. our trifling hearts will make any excuſe to ſhift 
from this duty, or ſhuffle it off; nay, though it be 
in exchange for another; a ſign the work is of God; 
and tending much to the ſoul's good, or elſe Satan 


and our corrupt hearts would never ſo much hinder 
or oppoſe it. n ng 


Poor ſoul, it may be thou lookeſt abroad, and ſeeſt 
much wickedneſs committed, holineſs perſecuted, 


- thy God diſhonoured, ;. y things out of order; 


thou wanteſt a capacity to bring a remedy : I muſt 
therefore ſay to thee, as it is reported Albertus Crant- 
=zius faid to Luther, when he began to * the 
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Pope, „Brother, go nth. chy cell, and ſay, God 


be merciful unto me:“ ſo ſay I. Alas! thy intereſt 
and influence reacheth but a little way to mend a 
wicked world (though thou muſt feek to perform as 
far as thy place and calling extends); but go thy 
way to thy God in thy cloſet, bewail thy ſins, and 
the fins of others: plead with God for thine own 
ſoul : buſy thyſelf about thyſelf; ſet all ſtraight at 
home; take heed of that which the poor church 
complains of, Cant. i. 6. They made me the keeper of 
the vineyards, but mine own vineyard have I not kept. 
Oh, leave other things undone, rather than this great 
matter, that concerns the affairs of thine own ſoul. 

Mr. Fox tells us of one Peter Moyce, a German 
martyr, being called before the ſynod at Dornick, 
they began to examine him in certain articles of reli- 
gion; to whom, as he was about to anſwer boldly 
and expreſsly to every point, they interrupting him, 
bid him ſay in two words, Yea or Nay. Then, faid 
he, if you will not ſuffer me to anſwer for myſelf in 
things of ſuch importance, ſend me to my priſon 
again, among my toads and frogs, which will not in- 
terrupt me, while I talk with the Lord my God. 
Oh, Chriſtian, the time may come, when men may 
ſtop thy mouth, and will not ſuffer thee to witneſs a 
good confeſſion; withdraw thyſelf from men, and re- 
tire unto thy God, who will make thee freely wel- 
come to pour out thy ſoul to him in ſecret » he will 
never ſtop thy mouth, nor ſtop his ear: he bids 
thee, Open thy mouth wide, Pſal. Ixxxi. 10. And he 
tells thee, His ear is open to thy cry, Pal. xxxiv. 15. 
Thou canſt not aſk ſuch great things as he can and 
will give: only ſee thou beeſt a child of God. Na- 
turaliſts tell of a precious ſtone of an excellent vir- 
tue, yet looſeth all its efficacy when it is put into a 


dead man's mouth: ſo prayer, in the lips of a ſaint, 
or a righteous man, availeth much; but the prayer of 


the wicked is not only ineffectual, but abominable 

to God: ſee to your ſtate, and then ſee that you 

pray aright, for manner, matter, end: many 16 
5 a . an 


and receive not, becauſe they aſk amiſs: above all, 
ſoul, in thy ſecret addreſſes to God, take heed of a 
trifling ſpirit ; thou wilt find moſt ado with thyſelf 
herein: our wanton ſpirits are loth to be pent up 
into a narrow room of a ſpiritual performance; we 
love to take our liberty, in ranging abroad to a thou- 
ſand objects: but, Chriftian, as thou loveſt thy 
peace thy ſoul, thy God, look to thy ſpirit in fe» 
cret prayer: do not trifle away thy time upon thy 
knees; let not thy words freeze, as they come from 
thee ; let no diſcouragements beat thee off. The wo- 
man of Canaan, as one faith, takes the bullets that 
Chriſt ſhot at her, and, with an humble boldneſs of 


faith, ſends them back again in Prayer which in- 


* 


—— 


b wü 7 


deed reached his heart, and prevailed with God for 


aSDAS TY ym” ou mw ww wee 


mercy. by | 
. 5 wy I ſhall enlarge no more at preſent, but refer 
thee to this ſmall Treatiſe, wherewith I have, ac- 
cording to my poor talent, laid before thee this great 
duty: what effect it ſhall have I know not; my 
God knows, in whoſe hands the blefhng of our en- 
deavours lies. Get alone, and pray over this book, 
and for the unworthy ſinful author, as he defires to * 
do for thee, into we hands this may come; let of 
our prayer daily meet at the throne of grace, till our 
ſouls meet before the throne of God; if thou re- 
ceiveſt any good by hie, or any other work this 0 
poor worm hath handed ge thee, aſcribe nothing: to 
the inſtrument, but all to the agent, and efficient, 
our good God, from 'whom comes every good, and 
1 2 gift; diſdain not the work for the plainneſs 
of the ſtile; it was purpoſely put in this dreſs for 
the vulgar's benefit; and if it or myſelf be expoſed 
to cenſure for that, it is welcome. I write not to 
pleaſe learned ſcholars, but to profit plain Chriſtians; 
whoſe ſpiritual good I prefer above any credit to my- 
ſelf. Lam ſure there is none due; there being few of 
my brethren. but they tranſcend me in parts and 
learning; but by the grace of: God I am what I am, 
L Cor. xv, 10. D ö 
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ll, for as it hath helped me in my labours, ſo he hath 
f 2 in ſome meaſure bleſſed my labours, though I be 
ſelf nothing, the leaſt of ſaints, not meet to be called a 
RY miniſter. Did thoſe that read my labours know me, 
Wy they would be feady to "deſpiſe my undertakings ; 
due this J ſpeak, becauſe my former book hath found 
by ſuch good acceptance, and this is ſo much defired ; 
ſe- and that no man think of me above what he knoy- 
hy teh to bè in me. My heart hath been near fainting, 
am through diſcouragements, from my great weakneſs, 
wl had I not been ſupported many a time with that 
hat word in 2 Cor. iv. 7. But we have this treaſure in 
of + earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
_ God, and not of man. Whence I gather, that God can 
tor make uſe of wert, unlearned, ſinful inſtruments, to 


do great works; and he can uſe perſons of mean abi- 


fer lities, to acco. liſh his glorious ends, in convert- 
* ing ſouls, as well as the profoundeſt clerks, or wiſeſt 
rat men on earth: yea, ſometimes he layeth aſide theſe, 
* and rather uſeth the former, that all the glory might 
"wy be his; and that no fleſh might glory in his preſence, 
ok, 1 Cor. i. 29. But ſuch as J am or have, is all de- 
ad voted to the honour of our Redeemer, and welfare 
let of ſouls, r 
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But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet ; 
and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in ſecret ; and thy Father, which” 
feeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 
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The Context cleared. 
N this excellent ſermon of our precious Sa- 
viour in the Mount, we have both the goſ- 
pel clearly propounded, and the law ſolidly ex- 
pounded. - The corrupt and carnal Phariſees had 
degraded God's holy law from its ſpiritual extent 
and regiment, by their low and literal gloſſes; 
but our Saviour reſtores it to 1ts dignity and au- 
thority over hearts and conſciences. 

In this chapter, the beſt preacher that ever 
opened his mouth, doth admirably explain the 
adjuncts, offices, and exerciſes of true piety: ” 
which are principally three, alms, prayer, and | 
faſting, to ver. 19. | 
x B | 
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Particularly, concerning the duty of prayer, 
there were two material deſtructive faults which 
the Scribes and Phariſees were guilty of, in that 
ſweet and ſolemn ordinance ; thoſe were, 1. Hy- 
pocrily; 2. Battology, or vain-babling. Jeſus 
Chriſt rebukes and rectifies both. 

1. They were wont to perform their private 
devotions in public places, meerly for vain- 
glory, to be ſeen of men, as in the ſynagogues, 


or in the ſtreets, ver. 5. Now for the diſciples 


practice in this caſe, he commands them to 
withdraw themſelves out of the view of men, 
into ſome ſolitary. place, and there perform that 
duty, where they are leaſt expoſed to the dan- 
ger of oſtentation, ver. 6. 

2. Another fault that our Redeemer rebukes 
in the duty of prayer is, vain repetitions. And 
though he only mentions it here as the heathens 
fault, ver. 7. yet certainly the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees might alſo be guilty of it, for they are 
cenſured for their long prayers, Matth. xxiii. 14. 


yet upon different accounts. Here the hea- 


thens uſe vain repititions, that they may move 
God: there the Scribes and Phariſees make 


long prayers that they may deceive men, and 
devour widows houſes. This text ſaith, They 


think they ſhall. be heard for their much ſpeaking : 

uſt as Baal's prieſts, 1 Kings, xviii. 26. They 
called on the name of Baal from morning even 
until noon, ſaying, O Baal]! Hear us: they 
leaped upon the altar, and cried aloud, and cut 
themſelves, with knives and lancets, untill the 
blood guſhcd out upon them. No doubt, this 


was done to move their cruel god, or rather ſtupid 
block, to ſame pity and * juſt as the 
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frantic Papiſts do at this day, in their ſelf- tor- 
menting penance: but our God, who is tue 
ſearcher of hearts, delights more in ardent af- 
fections, than in either extenſion of the voice, 
or multiplication of words, or excruciating at- 
flictions of the outward man: therefore our Sa- 
viour tells us, that when we pray, we come not to 
inform God of any thing he is ignorant of, ver. 8. 
Your Father knoweth what things you have need of be- 


fore ye aſk him: but we pray that our own hearts, 


tioned 1n this 
| faith, To pray otherwiſe than he hath taught 
(either as to the manner, or ſubſtance of the 
matter) it is not only ignorance, but an offence” 


may be affected, and that we may have the con- 
dition of acceptance: and for the rectifying of 
this abuſe of vain- babling in prayer, Chriſt pro- 
pounds and preſents to us an exact draught and 
compendious platform of prayer, in that which 
is commonly called, The Lord's Prayer : not as 
though men ſhould ſay only thoſe words, and no 
more; for then the apoſtles had failed in pray- 
ing in other terms, but that this might be a di- 
rectory for prayer, So that every thing we aſk, 
ſhould be reducible to ſome of thoſe heads men- 
perfect platform : ſo that, as Cyprian 


and indeed we cannot expect to be heard ex- 
cept we aſk, as well according to Chriſt's mind, 
as in his name. But this is not the ſubje& I 
have choſen to inſiſt upon. That which falls 
under our preſent cognizance, from this text, 
is, The modification of prayer, with reſpect to 
the circumſtance of privacy, ſolitarineſs, or re- 
tirement. We | Al i 

The text holds forth the warrant for, and _ 


manner of carrying on 1 work of Cloſet- 


— ONE Prayer; 


OY 
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prayer; a copious ſubject, a precious duty. In 
which are, . | 
1. The Place for it, a cloſet. 
2. The cloſeneſs of the place, door put. 
3. The object of the worſhip, thy Father. 
4. The arguments to inforce thy duty; 
1. God's omniſcience, he ſees. 
2. His munificence, 201 reward. 


— — 


re. 
The Words opened. 


; TOR a more diſtinct opening of the words, 
according 'to the parts betore-mentioned, 
conſider, "I-08 | 
1. What is meant by a cloſet here. Some 
underſtand and interpret- it, not literally, but 
myſtically, making an allegory of it, as though 
it did import the inner receſſes or motions of 
the heart, but though that be a truth and duty, 
that we muſt pray in the cloſet of the heart; yet, 
I humbly conceive, that is not the proper meaning 
of this place: for we need not interpret this plain 
word in ſuch a borrowed ſenſe; ſince multitudes 
of Scriptures are ſo expreſs for worſhipping God 
with the heart. Beſides, that is not ſuitable to 
the ſcope of the place, which oppoſeth ſelf-re- 
tirement to the Phariſaical modes of devotion : 
the word, then, is to te literally taken, and, in 
general, imports any ſecret place where a thing 
is laid up; particularly, it ſignifies a ſafe place, 
or cupboard, to lay victuals in; or a locked 


cheſt, 


In 


and avoiding al 
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cheſt, whertin a treaſure is uſually reſerved, Mat. 
xxiv. 26. Luke; X11. 3. or it is taken (as indeed 
here and oft elfewhere) for a cloſe or ſecret 
chamber, a with-drawing-room, retiring-place, 


where a perfon is not ſeen nor heard, nor yet is 


diſturbed in his devotions by any noiſe or com- 
motion; a ſecret conclave or locked parlour, 


where no company is to come. 


2. Shut thy door; this word imports yet a fur- 
ther degree of ſecrecy ; . d. that thou mayeſt make 


thyſelf to be leſs obſerved, ſhut up thyſelf in a 


room; let none come at thee, to diſturb thee 
in thy converſings with God; bar the door, and 
make it faſt; yea, let none over-hear thee in 
thy retired devotiohs. For, obſerve it, in true 
cloſet-prayer there ſhould be an including of the 
voice as well as the body: ſome pray ſo loud in 
their chambers, that they may be heard in the 
ſtreets; this is not properly cloſet · prayer, ſince 
it doth not attain the end of this retirement, 
which is an Rn the heart only to God, 
ſhews and occaſions of hypocriſy 
and vain- glory; for it is all one (as to this end} 
whether, the body be ſeen, or the voice heard; 
only remember, this is ſpoken of ſecret prayer; 
for it doth not exclude public prayer in a con- 
gregat ion, where the body is ſeen, and the voice 


is heard : yet it doth, by a kind of ſynecdoche, 


require ſelt-dental, fngleneſs, and fincerity in 
all kind of prayer, public, private, ſecret ; for 
one part or ſign of uprightneſs in the duty | is put 
for the whole, ſhutting the door, for integrity 
of heart in the whole management of this affair. 
3. Here is the object of prayer: pray 10 thy 
Father : thy buſineſs 1s not with men, but with 
B 3 — 


4 
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God]; ſeck, therefore, to pleaſe and enjoy him: thy 
nor yet art thow to fetch a compals, and pray to ri 
ſaints and angels, but go ſtraight to God, in the of 
name of Chriſt, and be ſure thou look upon yo 


him as under the ſweet relation of a tender Fa- ſh: 
ther; yea, thy Father. Oh, a ſweet word, a pe 
bleſſed word, and ſuch a word as we durſt not ſh: 
have taken into our mouths; had it not been for eth 
Chriſt's glorious undertaking, to purchaſe for us bu 
the adoption, and this gracious commiſſion, and 7 
in the platform of prayer, the preſcription; and my 


for God the Father's voluntary condeſcengod hy 
Come, then, and fear not, poor diſciple of Chriſt, pla 


come with filial affections, and the Spirit of adop- lic 
tion, and thou art ſure to ſpeed: for this pa- ma 
ternal relation imports affection, proviſion, con- the 
deſcenſion, and compaſſion. If thou wilt be a Wa: 
child to him, he will be a Father to thee: me 
2 Cor. vi. 18. COL 
4. Here are the a ments and encourage- pra 
ments to this duty of j prayer. ſtez 
I. Thy Father ſees in ſecret. All is one to him inte 
whether you be in a public church, rivate tho 
cloſet ; God (whoſe eyes are ten 8 times pre 
brighter than the ſun) ſees you in the one place ope 
as well as in the other, and though men ſee you grie 
not, yet content yourlelves with this, that God thy 
and your conſciences are competent witneſſes of are 
your uprightneſs, with whom you have to do, fror 
and from whom you have your reward, rele 
2. He will reward thee openly. There are two in; 
things in this expreſſion. 1. They ſhall be re- lab 


warded. 2. They ſhall be openly rewarded. and 
So that men ſhall ſay, Verily, there is a reward | 


for the ri ghteous, verily he is a God that judgeth in 
the 
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the earth, Pſal. lviii. 11. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees do all their works to be ſeen of men, and 
of men they have that ſorry reward: you do 
yours in the ſight of God, and from him you 
ſhall receive your abundant and eternal recom- 
pence. Though men ſee you not, fear not, you 


ſhall be ſeen and accepted by him that ſearch- 


eth hearts, and knoweth the mind of his Spirit: 
but of theſe, more anon. 8 
The ſum and deſign of the text is this, Thou, 
my diſciple, ſeeſt the plauſible practices of the 
hypocritical Phariſees, to gain credit and ap- 
plauſe; they perform their private duties in pub- 
lic places, as markets and ſynagogues, that they 
may paſs among men for eminent faints, and 
they are generally ſo eſteemed; that is their re- 
ward. But thou that haſt given up thy name to 
me, in the profeſſion of my name, take my 
counſel for regulating this ſweet duty of fecret 
prayer: let none ſee what thou goeſt about; 
ſteal time from all obſervers, withdraw thyſelf 
into ſome cloſet, or private place; and when 
thou haſt made all faſt, do thou fer thyſelf in the 
preſence of God, pO thy heart to him, lay 
open thy boſom before him, tell him all thy 
grievances; and though no creature is privy to 
thy ſecret groans, yet be ſure that all thy deſires 
are before God, and thy groaning 1s not hid 
from him ; and he takes notice of thy tears, and 
reſerves them in a bottle by him, to be rewarded 
in a viſible manner, in a ſeaſonable time; thy 
labour is not in vain; thy work is with the Lord, 
and thy reward with thy God. | | 
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en 
Doclrirer raiſed and cleared. 


4.5 ERE are many doctrines lie couched 
in the words; I ſhall but hint them, and 
pitch upon one. | r A f 

2 5 0 is a choice part of religion; it is 
a piece of natural worſhip, though the right or- 
dering of it is by inſtitution, yet it is a main 
part of religion. Therefore often put in Scrip- 
ture for the whole feryice of God: he that calls 
on the name 4 the Lord ſhall be ſaved, Rom. x. 13. 
A prayerleſs ſoul is graceleſs. 

2. Prayer is a duty much abuſed : there is 
ſcarce any thing ſo much perverted and cor- 
rupted as this choice duty, by formality, hypo- 
crily, ſuperſtition, baſe and by ends, as is clear 
by theſe Phariſees, many ways, and their younger 
brethren, the Papiſts, at this day, maſſes 
dirges, invocation of faints, &c. 

3. There are ſeveral ſorts of prayer: both as 
to the kinds, modes, and circumſtances. The 
apoſtle diſtinguiſheth of ſupplications, prayers, 
interceſſions, and giving of thanks, 1 Tim. ii. 1 
There is alſo public- prayer, family- prayer, and 


cloſet-prayer. Now a Chriſtian mult pray with 


all prayer and ſupplication, Eph. vi. 8. 

4. A Chriſtian muſt do nothing for praiſe or 
applauſe, eſpecially in matters of religion; it is 
a baſe proſtituting the higheſt things of God 
to our beaſtly laſts. It is to feed an humour, 
and damn the foul with that which ſhould fave 
it. Let no Chriſtians (as the Phariſees here) 

: 8 make 
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make prayer truckle to their credit, Phil. ii. 3. 
| Let nothing be done through friſe or vain-glory. © 

5. There are ſet and ſtated times of prayer: this 
is hinted in this word, Ihen, when thou prayeſt. 
A time there muſt be for it, though the point 
of time is not determined, yet a time muſt be 
ſer apart for the duty every day; a Chriſtian 
muſt chuſe out the fitteſt time for the duty, 
by the due uſe of his liberty and diſcretion. '. 

6. Circumſtances are of great uſe in all our 
actions: the ſtreets are proper places to walk, 
talk, buy, and ſell in, but not fo fit for prayer: 
the church is a fit place for public devotion; 
not ſo for a ſolemn performance of the duty of 
ſecret prayer. Although mental ejaculations 
are fit enough in both, yet it is not convenient 
to kneel down, or uſe outward geſtures of ſe- 
cret prayer there. 

7. Cloſet-prayer muſt be with all ſecrecy and 
ger IF folitarineſs: in a cloſet, door ſhut: as we muſt 
not blow a trumpet when we give alms ; ſo we 
| muſt not hold out a flag when we go to wait 
58 on God in the duty of prayer: it was carnal 
2 counſel the brethren of Chriſt gave him: John, 
Nn vii. 4. Shew thyſelf to the world. The reaſon is 
1.5 given, ver. 5. For neither did his brethren believe 
ch in him : a ſad fign of carnality! _ og 
. 8. God alone is the proper object of our 

prayers: Pray to. thy Father. As he is the ob- 


a ject of our faith; fo of prayer: for he alone can 
4 help, therefore he is to be ſought ; none elſe 
ſees. our ſtate, | or can ſatisfy ſouls, Iſa. Ixiii. 16. 


Tt. Doubtleſs, thou art our Father, though Abraham be 
ignar ant of HS, "ih, | | | 
e 9. In 
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h 9. In all our addreſſes to God, we muſt own 


God as our Father; as having adopted us in} 
Chriſt: becauſe his, therefore ours: I aſcend 
( ſays Chriſt) o my Pather and your Father, 
John, xx. 17. Indeed, by nature, we are chil - 
dren of wrath; but, by grace, children of his 


love; fo that they may ſay, as Iſa. Ixiv. 8. But 


now, O Lord, thou art our Father. Oh plead} 


and improve this relation. 

10. God is omnipreſent: thy Father, which 
is in ſecret: the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain him, 1 Kings, viii. 27. He filleth all places 
with his immenſe and infinite eſſence: heaven 
is his throne; the earth is his footſtool; he is 
excluded from no place, included in none: 
for he is without all limitation, dimenſion, or 
termination. 

11. God is omniſcient. Thy Father which 
Jeeth in ſecret. The darkeſt night, or ſecreteſt 
cloſet,” or moſt hidden thought of a reſerved 
heart, can neither hide, or be hid, from God's 
all-ſeeing eye, Heb. iv. 13. God beholds all 
things in heaven and on earth with one ſimple 
fingle act of his underſtanding ; without com- 
poſition, diſcourſe, or repreſentation of ſpecies. 

12, Every believing prayer hath a ſure re- 
ward: He will reward thee openly: not a good 
word to God, or work for God, ſhal! be loſt : 
To him thatyoweth righteouſneſs, ſhall be a fure re- 
ward, Prov. xi. 18. And we know every right 
prayer is a real feed, Pſal. cxxvi. 6. And it 
will riſe in a full and plentiful crop another day. 

13. The reward of ſecret. prayer ſhall be 
opened and manifeſt : they have already a. re- 
ward and gift in ſecret. Communion with God 

my is 


t own 


us in 
aſcend 


ather, 


chil- 
of his! 


. But 


plead} 


which 
con- 
Jaces 
eaven 

he is 
one: 
n, Or 


from God, and God 
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s an abundant recompence. 


In keeping thy com- 
andments there is great reward, Pial. xix. 11. 


Bat this is a reward before the reward: the 
other ſhall be in heaven, before angels and 


en. 
14. A Chriſtian's reward is from God: Thy 
ather will reward thee; not men. Scribes and 


Phariſees have their reward from men, from 


: ſaints expect their reward 
ves it them: men re- 
ard them evil for their good will, and they 
expect no better: if better come from men, 
hey own it as a gratuity ſent from their Fa- 
her: it is a principle of religion, to know and 
believe that God is, and that he is a rewarder of 


en they expect it 


them that diligently ſeeł him, Heb. xi. 6. And 


as God gives a reward; ſo he is the reward of 
his faints, Gen. xv. 1. Yea, an exceeding great 
reward. It can admit of no hyperbole, it can- 
not have a ſufficient emphaſis: to enjoy God, is 
a reward ſufficient, in and for the ſervice of 
God. Theſe doctrines would afford large diſ- 
courſes ; but none of theſe are the ſubject 1 
ſhall inſiſt upon. 

J ſhall raiſe one from the main ſcope of the 
text, which is this: 


Do&. That cloſet -prayer is a Chriftian duty. 


Secret prayer 1s an evangelical exerciſe. 

Every child of God may and muſt perform 
the duty of ſecret prayer. 

As a Chriſtian muſt pray all manner of 
prayer, fo in all places, 1 Tim: ii. 8. I wilt 
that men pray every where : and if every where, 
chen in. their cloſets: this divine incenſe ſhould - 

| perfume 
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perfume every room, and ſhould aſcend to hea- 
ven from chambers as well as churches : any 
place now is fit for a divine oratory ; (Plal, cix. 
4. Pſal. xxx. title) a faint ſhould give himſelf 
to prayer, and dedicate his houſe to God ; he 
ſhould (as it were) conſecrate every room in 
his bouſe to be a place of private devotion. 
Abraham reared an altar to God wherever he 
came; ſo muſt a Chriſtian make every place, 
where hecanget cloſe to the duty, a place of prayer. | 
Mr. Mede hath undertaken to prove from 
Joſh. xxiv. 26. that the Jews of old, and Chriſ- 
tians in goſpel-times had their praying-places, 
which he thus deſcribes: As to the Jews of old, 
a praying place, ſaith he, was a plot of ground, 
encompaſſed with a wall, or ſome other like 
mould or incloſure, and open above, much like 
to our courts, the uſe properly for prayer, as W boy 
the name imports : and theſe were without the ven 
cities, as ſynagogues were within : of this (as 
he thinks) were thoſe in Acts, xxi. 31. and IF and 
Luke, vi. 12. where Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to con- IF erra 
tinue all night in the place of prayer. Nor yet ub 
do I believe or find, but that the ſaints had aroſ 
other praying-places, as in houſes, and elſe- ſo t 
where, as occaſion was offered, even in dwelling- WW he a 
houſes, Acts, xii. 12. But as to this duty of xv. 
ſecret prayer, it muſt not be ſo narrowly con- 2 
fined, but we may go to any cloſet or private tem 
room where our fouls may meet with God: IF 26. 
and (as one ſaith“) We ſhall not fail to find “ 
e that the grots and caves lie as open to the Pray 
c celeſtial influences, as the faireſt and moſt MF folir 


beautiful temples.” | 
The Life of Dr. Hamyond in a Letter, p. 201. 
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| s . IV. 
Inflances of ſeveral in Scripture that uſed cloſet-prayer. 


4 fe E doctrine needs no explication, but 
confirmation: which I ſhall do from Scrip- 
ture inſtances and reaſons. 

We have ſeveral nr oe of patriarchs, pro- 
phets, apoſtles, that uſed this wy of ſolitary 
or 123 5 prayer. 

. Abraham, the friend of God, and father 
of = faithful, converſed much with his God 
alone ; particularly in this duty of prayer, Gen. 
xviii. 22. When the men (i. e. the created an- 
gels that ſeemed men), were gone towards So— 
dom, Abraham flood yet before the Lord, or Je- 
hovah, i. e. Jeſus Chriſt, the angel of the co- 
venant. Standing 1s a praying poſture, there- 
fore put for prayer; hence Abraham drew near, 
and pleaded with God for Sodom : that was his 
errand to God at that time. No doubt he had 
uled this courſe frequently in other caſes: hence 
aroſe that intimacy between God and Abraham: 
{o that God talked with him, came to him; and 
he again diſcourſed familiarly with God, Gen, 
XV. 12. xvii. 3. 

2. Iſaac, the fon of the promiſe, a very con- 
templative man; therefore it is ſaid, Gen. xxiv. 
26. That Iſaac went out to meditate in the feld 
at even-tide. The word ſignifies as well to 
pray as meditate; it is likely he did both in ſome 
ſolitary walk, where he converſed with his God. 
The Chaldee tranſlates it by praying, but the 
Greek by exerciſing himſelf, z. e. both in me- 

dita- 


1 ; 

ditation and prayer: and truly there is a near 9 H 
affinity betwixt theſe two ſweet duties, and it is 5 elf, 
uſual for a devout ſoul to fall oùt of the one into Teſt 
the other, in its retirements. . Soliloquy in the Wall 
heart helps to a colloquy with God: but here ¶ the 
obſerve Iſaac's oratory, which he had in the ¶ Goc 
field, which he uſed for more privacy; there Hin 
| (ſaith Pareus) he continually poured out prayers Wthu: 
to God, and at this time more earneſtly for the Wear. 
happy ſucceſs of his ſervant; a ſingular example Weott 
of piety : a place it was every way fit for prayer, Ito d 
eſpecially in ſolitude, where the ſenſes are leſs Mdue! 
drawn off from pious meditations: ſome think not! 
he was returning from his devotions ; and then {WJacc 
it is worth noting, what a ſpeedy reward of his Wthat 
piety, and effect of his prayers was granted: Wunec 
would all young men would take the like courſe W'The 
for a wife, they might meet ſeaſonably with a Wonly 
Rebekah in mercy. vinc 
3. Jacob is a famous inſtance of this choice ſpe 
exercite, few like him; he was put to flee, but ¶Jaco 
they could not drive him from his God: they MW 4. 
had their meeting places and intercourſe where Wthe 

- none faw: particularly that remarkable time, 
Gen. xxxii. 24. Jacob was left alone: and there | 
wreſtled a man with him until the breaking of the 
day. It is likely Jacob had ſent his houthold 
away, on purpole that he might wreſtle with God 
alone: I ſhall not diſpute whether Jacob had 
any extraordinary natural ſtrength of body: I 
am ſure he had abundance of ſpiritual ſtrength 
of grace, nor ſhall I take notice of the He- 
brews ſubtil diſputes concerning this man. Ho- 
ſea tells us, it was an angel, yet withal he tells 
- Us, That by his ſtrengib be had power with God, 
Hol, 
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near Hoſ. xii. 3, 4. Therefore this was God him- 
it is elf, the creating, not a created angel, even 

into Nieſus Chriſt, the angel that redeemed him from 
1 the Wall evil, Gen. xlvin. 16. whom Malachi calls, 


here the angel of the covenant, Mal. iii. 1. It was 
the God himſelf, Elohim, whom Jacob overcame 
there Win this ſtupendous conflict. But how did he 
ayers thus prevail? The text faith, Viih prayers and 
r the Wears he wept and made ſupplication : now he had 
mple ¶ gotten God to a fide (as it were), and none came 
yer, Wro diſtract him, or to part this ſtrong and bleſſed 
leſs duel; he is reſolved to ftick to his hold, and 


hink not let God go, till he bleſſed him: and good 


then W Jacob came off a noble conquefor; and from 
| his Wthat purchaſed the famous name of Iſrael: Oh 
ted: unequal matches! Oh unparalelled conqueſt! 
urſe ¶ The ſeemingly adverſe combatant was Jacob's 


th a only aſſiſtant ; and the conquered was the in- 
vincible Jehovah; and no other ſeconds or 
ſpectators, but the infinite God, and wor 
Jacob. PPS 
4. Moſes was a choice man of God, whom 
the Scripture characterizeth as a non-ſuch,. 
Deut. xxxiv. 10. There aroſe not @ prophet fince in 
VHael like unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to 
ace; and this intimate acquaintance was ob- 
tained, maintained, and exerciſed by this ſecret 
| converling with God: how, often do we find 
bad the Lord and his ſervant Moſes together? and 
y : I none with them, yea, Moſes only muſt come 
1gth MWncar, and the reſt muſt worſhip afar off, Exod. 
He- {Wxiv. 12. And what buſineſs have theſe familiar 
Ho- friends one with another? Why, ſometimes the 
tells ¶ Lord ſpeaks to Moſes, ſometimes Moſes ſpeaks 
od, ito God in ſecret prayer: ſee both together in 
Aol, | res C42 Exod. 
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Exod. xxxii. 9, 10, 11. A ſtrange Scripture | 
God and Moſes had been converſing with each 
other in the Mount forty days: God tells Mo- 
ſes, the people had made them a molten calf, } 
and he was angry, and would conſume them, | 
and bids Moſes let him alone; as though Mo- 
ſes had bound the hands of Omnipotency : nay, | 
then, thinks Moſes, if my poor people be in | 
this hazard, fince I am with God, I will ply } 


the throne of grace, and improve my intereſt 
jor them: and then he falls cloſe to the work, 
and beſought the Lord his God; and it is ſaid, 
At this time he alone ſtood in the gap, and 
prevailed, by his interceſſion, to turn away God's 
wrath from Iſrael, Pſal. cvi. 23. Here was a 
work, and this was the fruit of ſecret prayer. 
5. David, the man after God's own heart, 
was a man much ſkilled in ſecret or cloſet me- 
ditations and prayers: hence ſome of his Pſalms 
of. prayer and praiſe, were firſt compoſed in 
caves, wilderneſſes, and ſolitary places, Pſal. 
cxlii. Title is Maſchil of David; a prayer when 
he was in the cave. And this is for inſtruction 


to us, fo Maſchil ſignifies: yea, he purpoſely | 


compiles the 102d Pſalm, as a pattern to all 
that may be in his caſe, that is, ſolitary ; As 4 
pelican in the wilderneſs, an owl in the deſart, or a 
ſparrow alone upon the houſe-top, ver. 6, 7. Then 
they are to pray as he did, and to pour out 
their complaint before the Lord: yea, upon a 
declaration of God's . covenant, deſigns of 
© mercy to David and his houſe, the good man 
went either into ſome private rom in his own 
houſe, or into the tent before the ark, and 
there ſet himſelf, firſt to meditate, then to 

* 


X intimates, 2 Sam. vil. 17. 27. 
XX memorable fruits of ſecret prayer had David 
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pray; for. he did both, as that Scripture clearly 
And oh, what 


frequently! Surely he felt the ſweetnels of it, 
both in his ſoul and body, in his ſpiritual 
eſtate, and political affairs: therefore he com- 
mends it to all, Pſal. iv. Commune with your own 
heart upon your bed (or in your bed- chamber); 
and there alſo offer the ſacrifices of righteouſ- 
neſs, and put your truſt in the Lord, ver. 4, 5. 


SECT. 


Five more Inflances produced. 


6. NOTHER example from Scripture 
A of the performance of this duty of ſe- 
cret prayer, is the famous man of God Elijah, 
who wrought many miracles, and was mighty 
in prayer; for ſo the apoſtles James teſtifies of 
him, chap. v. 17, 18. that he could ſhut and 
open heaven; he had, as it were, got the key 
of the clouds, to open the windows of heaven, 
that it might rain or not rain, according to his 
word. But how came he by this power ? Why, 
certainly he had great acquaintance with his God 
in ſecret. Take one inſtance what his practice 
was, 1 Kings, xvli. 19—24. it is the memora- 
ble hiſtory of raifing the widow woman's dead 
ſon. It was a great undertaking: none but God 
could raiſe the dead, God is to be implored by 
earneſt prayer; no place fo fit for that great 
duty as a cloſet, or ſome cloſe chamber, there- 
fore he being to deal with his God, in good 
| © G4 hard 


1 J 


hard earneſt, about this important buſineſs, ſaith | 


the text, He carried him up into a loft, where he 
abode, and laid him upon his own bed, and then he 
eried to the Lord, ver. 19, 20. It was not the 


firſt time Elijah had there wreſtled with God; 
if it was his lodging room, it was his praying 


room: and here God heard him, and wrought | 


the miracle: what he did for Elijab, he can and 
will do for us, if he ſee fit: for Elijah was no 
more than a man, and ſubject to like paſſions 
as we are. OOTY. | 

7. Jeremiah is a remarkable inſtance: he 
was a prophet of the Lord, ſanctified from 
his mother's womb, yet he met with ſo many 
diſcouragements, that he hath a mind to leave 
his people, Jer. ix. 1, 2. and he wiſheth for a 


lodging place in the wilderneſs, i. e. ſome ſoli- 


tary retirement, that there he might take his fill 
of weeping; however, he reſolves at preſent, 
that wherever he is, he will get retired, and, 
faith he, My ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for 
your pride, Jer. xit1..17. Yet more punctually, 
to the buſineſs of ſecret prayer, fee Jer. xv. 17. 
ſaith he, I /at alone becauſe of thy hand. - But 
what did he alone ? Did he only pore and mule 
upon the church's fins and ſufferings ? No, he 
had ſomething to ſay to his God, ver. 18. Why 
ig my pain perpetual ? And God then hath ſome- 
thing to ſay to him by way of gracious anſwer, 
ver. 19. 1f thou return, then will I bring thee 


again, and thou fhalt« ftand before me : this is the 


reſu)t-of his ſecret prayer, a reſtoration of him 
to, and his confirmation in, his office and func- 
- tion, and to the public exercile thereof : this 


is worth praying for: | 
R 2. Daviel 
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= 8. Daniel is a famous pattern of the reſolute 
3 and courageous performance of this duty, againſt 
Hull oppoſition : although he might have pleaded 
W(if ever any), there is a lion in the way ; I ſhall 
be ſlain in the ſtreets, or den, for my work in 
my chamber: yet he feared nothing, he ven- 
ured upon a ſevere law, his prince's diſplea- 
ure, the loſs of his preferment, the rage of 
Whis competitors, and the lions hungry ſto- 
machs, rather than he will omit or intermit his 
accuſtomed courſe of chamber-worſhip ; he will 
endure the lions cruelty, rather than neglect 
a known duty : nay, he is fo far from gratifying 
his proud adverſaries, that he will nor, in the 
leaſt, abate his wonted frequency, or viſibility 
in the duty; But his windows being open to- 
ward Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed, Dan. vi. 10. But did 
Daniel hold out a flag, or blow a trumpet, by 
ſetting open his windows to declare to men what 
he wasa going to do? Was not this contrary to 
the rule in the text? Are we here commanded 
to ſhut our door, and may Daniel open his 
window ? Is not that all one? Surely that good 
man did not open his windows out of hypocriſy. 
and vain- glory; but to ſhew his reſolution, cou- 
rage, and conſtancy, out-daring theſe impious 
impudent commands of men: he did not fear 
to be ſeen now in ſo plain a caſe: what a ſpirit 
are they of, that will rather give themſelves 
to the roaring lion, and incur the wrath of the 
King of heaven, which is more terrible than a 
thouſand hungry lions, than ſolemly perform 
this ufeful duty of ſecret prayer? Let careleſs 


louls conſider this, | | 
9. Peter, 


2 8 | 
9. Peter, a famous apoſtle, ſhall be another 70 4 
| + algae in the caſe, Acts, ix. 40. when Tabirha ious 
or Dorcas lay dead in an upper chamber, and 
the widows ſtood weeping by her, and he was 
to raiſe her, be put them all forth, and kneeled 
down and prayed, and turning him to the body, ſaid, 
Tabitha, ariſe; and ſhe opened her eyes. See here 
another miracle like Elijah's, upon ſecret r Y 
but this was upon an extraordinary caſe ; did 
Peter uſe to pray alone? Ves; turn but, to the 
next chapter, Acts, x. 9. Peter went up upon the 
houſe-top to pray, about the fixth hour: which was Luk 
about noon, another praying ſeaſon, Pfal. Iv. 17. 
certainly he miſſed not morning and night for 
ſuch devotion: he went to the top of the flat 
roofed houſe, which was a private place, and was 
equivalent to a cloſet ; there Peter prayed, and For 
in that prayer he fell into a trance, and in that ¶ deſi 
trance he had a viſion concerning the calling in ¶ pray 
of the Gentiles ; a glorious — ang and tranſ- WW chal 
cendent mercy towards us poor out- caſts; a myſ- in v 
tery which was kept ſecret ſince the world began, que 
hid from ages and generations; Rom. xvi. 25. W wha 
Col. i. 26, 27. Eph. ii. 4. 6. this bleſſed myſ- own 
tery, that the — ſhould be fellow-heirs, \ 
and of the ſame body, and partakers of his pro- Scr 
miſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel : yet this tranſ- Ml eſpe 
cendent deſign of fac was manifeſted to a choice 
apoſtle, while be was in the performance of this 
duty of ſecret prayer: this is very remarkable, 
and worth obſervation. 

10. The laſt inſtance is of our bleſſed Saviour; 
our dear Lord Jeſus was very converſant in this” 
duty: Mark, i. 35. In the morning, riſing up a 
grea while before day, he went out and departed 

ino 


*. 
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other o a ſolitary place, and there prayed. Our pre- 
bitha Wous Redeemer went about doing good, and 

and Ihe day time he uſually ſpent in preaching, con- 


Was i rring, healing diſeaſes, Sc. and the night he 
eeled ¶ pent in prayer, meditation, and ſuch other holy - 
ſaid, Wxecciſes: he had ſcarce time to eat or ſleep for 
here {Woing his Father's work; he ſpent not one mo- 
yer: nent of time unprofitably in above thirty years: 


ow early doth he riſe, and earneſtly doth he 
ollow his buſineſs for communion with his Fa- 
her; and for the work of our redemption ! Yea, 


was Luke, vi. 12. he continued all night in prayer 
I7. to God: 7.e. in a mountain, in ſecret prayer, 
for Wand frequently elſewhere, we ſhall find him alone, 


and in this work, Mat. xxvi. 36. and wherefore 
was all this? Was 1t not principally for our fakes? 
For our ſalvation, and imitation ? Ves, certainly, he 
deſigned our good in all; he prayed that we might 
in pray, and reap the profit of his prayers and pur- 
nſ-chaſes. Cyprian i taught us to pray, not 
yi- in words only, but deeds; himſelf praying fre- 
an, WE quently, and deprecating, and ſo demonſtrating 
25. what we are to do by the witneſs-giving of his 
yi- WF own example. e149 


rs, Moſt divines hold the obligatory power of 
o- WW Scripture examples, in things not forbidden; 
11\- WF eſpecially being ſo laudable a practice, and im- 
ce MW plied in other Scriptures, all the former inſtances 
Us ſeem cogent arguments; but the laſt concerning 


e, Jeſus Chriſt, hath the force of a poſitive pre- 
cept and command. 


rs But there are few or none that have the face 
is of Chriſtians, dare deny this to be a duty; but 
a I fear many, that would go for Chriſtians, live 


4 in the ordinary neglect of it. 
0 f . 0 
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ACHES 0: 


The Reaſons to prove that Cloſet-Prayer is a 1 n 
Cbriſtian Duty. | a 


Ser. I 
The fiſt Reaſon of the Point. 


LL the reaſons that I ſhall make uſe of at 
this time, for the proof of this doctrine, 

and clearing ſecret prayer to be a duty, ſhall be 
fetched out of the text, and they are theſe. 

1. The conveniency of privacy for prayer. 

2. The relation betwixt God and a ſaint. 

3. God's omniſcience, ſeeing in ſecret, 

4- God's munificence, rewarding. 


1. The great conveniency there is in privacy 
for prayer, and the good providence of God 
beſtowing upon us private rooms, which im- 

icitly call us to the performance of that duty. 

for there is in retirement a great advantage for 
the managing any work of wiſdom, Prov. xviii. 1. 
Through dęſire a man having ſeparated himſelf, feek- 
eth and intermeddleth ith all wiſdom, i. e. He 
that is really ſtudious of true piety, will volun- 
tarily ſequeſter himſelf to proſecute it. This was 
anciently the well-meaning deſign of a monaſtic 
life, which fince hath been wholly abuſed: but 
yet. certainly there is a very great advantage in 
ſolitarinels, for carrying on a religious buſineſs : 
take only two at preſent, which are advantages 
particularly referring to this duty of prayer, 

whereunto ſecrecy contributes. 
| (1. ) Self- 


E B 
(I.) Self-expoſtulations, and ſelf-abafing gel- 
Ft ures and expreſſions: when a Chriſtian in prayer 
finds his heart hard, dead, dull, diſtracted, or 
any way out of order, he may in ſecret make a 
pauſe, and begin to commune with his own 
Heart, examine the matter, lament the cauſe, 
Wchide his untoward heart, and charge his wan- 
ton ſpirit to keep cloſe to his God in duty: thus 
David, Vhy art thou caſf down, O my ſoul ? 
Awake, pſaltery and harp, I myſelf will awake early : 
ny ſoul, wait thou upon God. Nothing more fa- 
E miliar int he Pſalms than ſuch interciſions and 
F diverſions from the work in hand, to raiſe up the 
heart to a higher tune in prayer and praiſes. 
And this may be of ſingular uſe; for, by ſuch 
heart reaſonings and debates, a ſaint may wind 
up his ſpirit, and get better prepared for the 
remaining part of the exerciſe: now ſuch 
a work as this would not be ſo ſeaſonable and 
od convenient, when others join in the duty: fo 
alſo for bodily poſtures ; ſometimes for an evi- 
dence of .greater humiliation, a Chriſtian finds 
it requiſite to proſtrate himſelf before the Lord: 
and uſe ſuch geſtures as would not be fit in the 
K. fight of others; therefore cloſet- prayer is very 
le neceflary, where a Chriſtian may uſe his diſcre- 
tion, as God ſhall direct him, for the humbling, 
quickening, raiſing, and melting of his heart be- 
tore the Lord alone: that 1s the firſt advantage. 
(2.) It is a wonderful help againſt diſtraction. 
When we are (as it were) out of the noiſe of 
the world, we are then fitter for attendance 
upon God: the affairs, diſcourſes, troubles, and 
confuſions of a family (if within hearing), are a 
great hindrance to the duties of meditation and 
| | prayer : 
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prayer: experience teſtifies this; a man cannot 
ſtudy or caſt accounts in a crowd or throng of I 
le. When we are intent upon any buſt 4 

neſs, how little a noiſe diverts us? It may be 
this was the reaſon why that hoſpitable gentlewo- 3 
man, in 2 Kings, iv. 10. would have a cham4 q 3 
ber built for her welcome gueſt, the Prophet 
Eliſha, yea, built upon the wall: for ſhe micha 
judge him to be a contemplative man; and 
though ſhe might have lodging rooms in her 
- houle, yet ſhe might look upon that at a wi | 
diſtance as more commodious for his devotionsifi 
and meditations, as being out of the noiſe offi 
houſchold buſineſs and hurryings: an a&tiveſ 
fancy quickly cloſeth with any diverſion in our 
- attendance upon God: therefore ought we to 
ſtudy to attend upon the Lord without diſtrac- 
tion: when Abraham went to worſhip in the 
mount, he left his ſervants below in the valley, 
leſt they ſhould obſtruct his communion with 
God: when Moſes was to go up unto the 
Lord, though Aaron, Nadab, and Abihy, and 
the ſeventy elders went further than the peo- 
ple, yet the text faith, They ſhould worſhip 
afar off; but, faith God, ' Moſes alone ſhall 
come near the Lord, Exod. xxiv. 1, 2. - Obſerve 
it, when Moſes had parted with his company, 
and was alone, then he ſhould come near the 
Lord; common profeſſors worſhip not God at 
all acceptably. ſincere ſaints, worſhipping God 
E with others, are comparatively far off; but fouls, 
in a corner or cloſet, are admitted to come near 
God, and have ſweet intimacy with him, as I 
ſhall ſhew anon. Yet, miſtake me not, not as 
though 1 preterred lecret prayer alone, before 
25-28 
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God and a praying 5 out. 


2. A Nother reaſon held forth alſo in the text, 
is drawn from that relation which is be- 


Saviour bids, pray to Faber: and this rea- 
ſon hath two parts. 

1. The poor ſoul can more freely open his 
heart to God in a cloſet. 

2. God will more clearly manifeſt himſelf to 
the ſoul in ſecret. 

1. A ſoul in ſecret, making its addreſſes to 
God, goes to him as a Father : now we know 
children cannot be ſo free in their addreſſes to 
their father, in ee, and before ſtrangers, 
as when no body is preſent: hence it is, that 
when a child hath any ſpecial buſineſs to his fa- 
ther, he takes him aſide, or whiſpers to him, 
that none may overhear him: and obſerve it, 
God's children have an errand to God that none 
muſt know of: as Ehud faid to Eglon, I have 
a ſecret errand to thee, O king, Judg. iii. 19. So 
a gracious foul may ſay, Oh my King, my God, 
my Father, I have.a ſecret errand to thee : a luft 
to confeſs, or mercy to beg or bleſs thee for, 
that I would not have others to know of. It is 
not fir any ſhould be privy to that which a gra- 
cious 
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ts of enticing pleaſures inebriate (or make 
This is the firſt reaſon, from 


The ſecond Reaſon, is, from the Relatic on betwixt | 


twixt God and a believing ſoul: therefore our 
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nake cious ſoul tells God of: in this caſe, it may be 
from ſaid, Diſcover not thy ſecret to another, Prov. 
xv. 9. Two may keep counſel, but three can- 
not: God and a gracious foul will be faithful 
to each other, but a third muſt not know of 
Wrheſe matters; nay, in this caſe we may ſay, 
Keep the doors of thy lips from her that lieth in thy 
boſom, Micah, vii. 5. There are many things 
a faint tells God of, that he will not acquaint 
either father, or wife, or friend with, that is as 


ext, his own ſoul, but only his heavenly Father; 
be- Ihe opens his boſom freely to him, and tells him 
our bis whole heart, beſt and worſt ; hides nothing 
rea- from him, becauſe he only knows the heart: 


and truly I have often in this admired the wiſ- 
his dom of God, that hath fo far conſulted his peo- 
ple's credit and modeſty, as to appoint them 
f to ¶ place and ways of ſpeaking to him privately, 
deſigning ſecret prayer for this very end, that 
sto the foul may ſpread its letter of wants and com- 
10w. WW plaints before its Father, and preſent its petition 
to to the King of heaven. The ſpouſe of Chriſt is 
ers, W modeſt (faith an ancient), and cannot ſo freely 
hat let out herſelf to her beloved, before others, 
fa- Jas in a corner. Here then comes in the uſe and 
im, ¶ advantage of cloſet-prayer, that a Chriſtian 
it, way (as Jonathan and David did, unboſom 
dne themſelves to each other alone) open his heart 
ave F to God, where no eyes ſee, or ears hear his ſe- 
So I cret groans and tears. But further, 
2d, 2. God will more familiarly communicate 
uſt W himſelf. to the ſoul in a corner: he allo hath 
or, Wl ſomething to whiſper in the believer's ear, that 
tis, none muſt know of, and therefore gets it by 
itſelf: a lively emblem whereof we have in Jo- 
2 D 2 ſeph's 
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ſeph's making himſelf known to his brethren; men, 
when his bowels were working, and he could no: Ms it 1 
refrain himſelf, he cried, Cauſe every man 10 go of G. 
out from me, Then he wept aloud, and ſaid, Inotir 


I am Joſeph, Gen. xlv. 1, 2, 3, 4 And, oh, I ca 
what endeared reciprocal affections did work in {Wwher 
all their breaſts toward each other! Juſt thus rien 


It is betwixt our Joſeph and his brethren, Je- him: 
ſys Chriſt and his members; there ſtands none ha: 
with him, while Jeſus made himſelf known 

unto his brethren: and though, at firſt, they 
be (as it were) troubled at his preſence, yet, 
when he ſpeaks lovingly, and paſſeth by former 
unkindnefles, and ſaith, Come near unto me, 
I pray you, then they come near, and he faith 
convincingly, I am Feſus, whom ye ſold and crus 
cified: this melts and humbles their rocky hearts: 


and being broken, he pours oil into their trou- Wl pany 
bled ſpirits, and ſpeaks many ſweet heart- reviv- of o. 
ing words unto them: then, then the child of and 
God hath moſt ſweet refreſhing incomes; when dials 
God hath allured the ſoul into the wilderneſs, moſt 
he ſpeaks to its heart, Hol. ii. 14. A wilder- are 
neſs is a ſolitary place, where other ſpeech is Nhe. 
not heard (as the word imports) : then ſpeaks vid: 
God to the ſoul, when men cannot ſpeak to it: VP! 
when men are remote, God is near at hand; 1 Sa 
yea, neareſt to help, melt, comfort, quicken, alon 
when men are furtheſt off: our Saviour faith of reſtr 
himſelf, John, xvi. 32. You leave me alone, yet Whie 
J am not alone, for the Father is with me. q.d. whe 
When you go away, my Father comes to viſit tle} 
me with moſt familiar endearings. Oh bleſſed love 
exchange! Thus it is often with the ſaints : diſtt 


when men leave them, or they withdraw from 


men, 
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en ; men, they have many times moſt of God: and, 
not Ms it not infinitely better, to have the preſence 
| £0 of God, than the company of men? It is worth 
aid, noting, what God ſaith of Abraham, Ifa. Ii. 2. 
oh, I called him alone, and bleſſed him. Mark it, 
Kk in When God had inticed Abraham from all his 
hus friends, and got him alone, then he bleſſeth 
Shim: and you know what the bleſſing of Abra- 
mam was, even a covenant-bleſſing; ſuch God 
Ediſtributes to his ſaints, when he hath with- 
drawn them from company into a corner: this is 
vet, ¶ that which made an ancient profeſs, that a town 
ner was his priſon, a ſolitary place his paradiſe : ci- 
ne, ties, or numerous ſocieties, draw a veil betwixt 
ith God and the ſoul, which ſolitarineſs withdraws ; 
ru» and ſo many times becomes moſt ſweet : we 
ts: often loſe God in a crowd of buſineſs or com- 
u- pany, but find him when alone: hence a corner 
iv- Wot our houſe may be a little corner of heaven; 
of MW and in our cloſets we may find the ſweeteſt cor- 
en dials and contentment: you know, friends do 
1s, moſt familiarly enjoy one another when others 
er- are not preſent. Jonathan ſent away the lad 
is when he would be familiar with his fiend Da- 
ks vid: and then they kiſſed one another, and 
it: wept one with another, until David exceeded, 
1; Sam. xx. 40, 41. even ſo, huſband and wife 
n, alone have the ſweeteſt embraces: there lies a 
of reſtraint (as it were) upon God by company, 
er which is taken off in Ny by ſolitarineſs. Oh! 
9 when God finds a ſoul alone by itſelf, having ſet 
Gt itſelf purpoſely to meet him, then he reveals bis 
d love; unvails his face, unlocks his bleſſed cheſt, 
diſtributes doles of love and grace, kiſſes it 
n with the kiſſes of his mouth, and ſends it not 
D 3 away 
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away empty, but full of grace and peace. T 
that word of Solomon is verified, Prov. xiv. 10. 
The heart knoweth. his own bitterueſs, aud a firon- i 
ger intermeddles not with his joy, i. e. No creature 
on ear this privy to the ſecret groans, or ſweeteſt 
ſolace of à retired faint; that is the ſecond 


reaſon. 


— — — 


| S EC T. It. 
The third Reaſonis drawn from God ſecing in ſecret. 


Nother reaſon is drawn from God's omni- 
- 3. ſcience and omnipreſence: the text ſaith, 
Thy Father ſees in ſecret : and the ſtrength and 
force of this argument lies in theſe four parti- 
culars. EW | | 
1. God ſees in ſecret, Therefore he takes no- 
tice whether ye pray in ſecret, yea or no: he 
looks after thee, as it were, when, thou goelt 
into ſuch a chamber and ſolitary place, and faith, 
That ſoul hath now an opportunity, a conveni- 
ent place and fit occaſion to wait upon me; and 
will he not? Will he be always ſo buly. in 
other company, that I muſt: have none of his 
fellowſhip 7? Muſt his converſe be ſo much with, 
men, that he can ſpare no time for communion 
with God: nay, will he go ſo often into ſuch a 
room, to do ſuch and ſuch a buſineſs, and can 
he never find a time to go down upon his knees 
and viſit me? Hath he ſo much to do in the 
world, that he hath no leiſure to look up to 
heaven? Do bis worldly occaſions ſtill thruſt 
out ſpiritual meditations? will he never er 
| el 


al 
'bus ſelf ſolemnly to tranſact betwixt myſelf and him, 
10. Nia prayer and meditation, the moſt important 
Puſineſs of bis ſoul? Ah, firs, the omnipreſent 


God takes notice of all your motions into and 
teſt out of your chambers, and expects that ſome- 
ond times, at leaſt, your ſouls ſhould wait upon him: 


and why ſhould Chriſtians fruſtrate his expec- 
tations ? CAR | 
2. Good ſees in ſecret. Therefore he hath ſeen 
thy ſecret fins, and fins. in fecret : thy cloſe and 
cloſet wickedneſs is naked and open before the 
ret. ¶ piercing eye of anall-ſeeing God; therefore ſhould 
thy cloſet tears and prayers teſtify thy ſound and 
ni- MW ſaving repentance. For this is a rule in prac- 
th, WW tical divinity, that ſorrow for fin muſt bear ſome 
nd proportion to the nature. and circumſtances of 
rti-. the fin, both as to degree, and circumſtances of 
time and place. Manaſſeh humbled himſelf 
10-. greatly for his great abominations. So, for place 
he. and manner, them that fin openly, muſt be re- 
eſt buked before all, and teſtify their repentance 
th, before the church, 1 Tim. v. 10. So, if the 
Wi- ſin be private, or leſs known, the rule in Mat. 
ad viii. 15, 16, is to be obſerved for private ad- 
in monition and confeſſion: and, conſequently, fe- 
is. cret fins muſt be ſecretly. mourned for. When 
th, thy fins are known to none but God and thine 


"n own conſcience, thou art not bound to diſcover 
2 them to any other but to God, in an hearty ſe- 
in cret repentance, except in ſome few caſes. Here 
es then comes in ſecret prayer and godly ſorrow: 
10 well, then, there is none of us without our ſecret 


o ſins, and God ſees them all, though never ſo 
ſt privily committed; we may hide ſin from men, 
I we cannot hide it from the Lord: he ſets our 
if 150; ſecret 


| hears, my briny tears or bitter out- eries; but 


Face. of the' Lord, Lam. ii. 19. Sometimes, in 
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ſecret fins in the light of his countenance, Pſal, What { 
xc. 8. His eyes are open upon all the ways of now 
man; and who knows all the errors of his life ? ¶hurc 
Job xxxiv. 21, 22. Jer. Xxxii. 19. Prov. v. 10. s wel 
Therefore muſt we get alone and enumerate all Hfice © 
the fins we know of, and deſire God to ſhew us ard | 
what we do not know, and with holy David, Pod, 
breathe out that devour petition, Pſal. xix. 12. Nl, 
Cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults, nuch 

. God ſees in ſecret, therefore thou doſt not ¶ pre 
loſe thy labour; though men know not where hele 
thou art, or what thou art doing, yet thy God 4. 
takes notice of thee: thou doſt not thy good ſole 
works incognito; though thy groans are not ſeen ö nd c 
or heard by men, yet they are well known to ou 
thy God, Plal. xxxviii. 9. Lord, all my deſre is Hook 
before thee : and my ęroaning is not hid from thee. Mrhis 
As if David ſhould fay, Lord, 1 many times 
withdraw myſelf into a cloſet or retired place, 
and there I open before the Lord the ſorrows of 
my ſoul; I pour out my heart like water before the 


4 


the night- watches, or in ſolitary places, none 
knows what 1 am doing; no eye ſees, nor ear 


the all- ſeeing God hides not his eyes from my 
tears, ſtops not his ears to my cries, but knows 
my groans, yea, my very deſires: obſerve it, there 
is not a believing prayer but it is upon the file, 
and on record in heaven, though offered up by 
an obſcure perſon, and in an obſcure place; yea, 
God knoweth the meaning of his Spirit in the 
hearts of his people, Rom. viii. 17. though 
the troubled ſaint cannot tell whether it be 


indeed the Spirit of God or no: but this know, I 


that 
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Pal, What ſecret prayers, in a chamber, are as well 
ys of Known to God, as open prayers in a public 
lite? MWhurch ; heart-cjaculations are owned by God, 
„ 10, s well as loudeſt acclamat ions. God took no- 
e all Mice of Hezekiah, when be turned his face to- 
us ard the wall, and wept, and prayed, and, faith 

vid, od, I have heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy 
Wars, Ila. xxxviii. 5. Though men did not 
nuch take notice, God did; yea, more, he 


xpreſſeth his approbation and acceptation of 
here Wheſe ſacrifices in ſecret. But of that anon. 
30d WE 4. God ſees in ſecret, therefore cloſet- prayer is 


ſolemn acknowledgment of God's omniſcience 
nd omnipreſence: when you pray in a corner, 
Jou teſtify your faith in God's ubiquity, and 


to 
, ook upon bim as filling heaven and earth; and 
bee. his God commands us to believe, yea, would 


ave us to lie under the ſenſe hereof. Hence 
That vehement expoſtulation, Jer. xxiii. 24. Can 
any hide himſelf in ſecret places, that I ſhall not ſee 
im, faith the Lord? Do not I fill heaven and 


in eartb, faith the Lord? Yes, ſaith the believing 
ne oul, I know thou art every where; no thought 
ear Mcan be withholden from thee; therefore I wait 
ut on thee here: all is one where I am; for wherever 


am, I cannot run away from thee; and where- 
ver Jam, I may approach unto thee : and the 
ord is nigh to broken hearts, and praying ſouls, 


e, fal. xxx1v. 15.17, 18. He is not far from 
dy every one of us; but his ſpecial preſence is with 
a, his faints in duty. David contpoſeth a Pſalm 
1C' of God's immenſity, Pfal. cxxxix. wherein he 
h news, 1. God's omniſcience, in the fix firſt 


verſes, Thou knoweſt my down: ſitting and mine up- 
riſing, &c. 2. God's omnipreſence, ver. 7. to 
| ver. 
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ver. 14. Whither ſhall I go from the Spirit! 
to heaven, Ibon ar there, &c. Darkneſs and light. 
are both alike to tber: and what uſe doth holy Ba-. e 


el 


I ö 
. "7 


vid make of this heavenly doctrine? Surely, if 
God will be with him wherever he is, he is re-“ 1 
folved t6 be with God, ver. 18. When I awake. is 
Tam fill with thee, 1. e. by ſecret prayer and e ha 
meditation: when I he down, I commend my. 
ſoul and body to thee; and when I riſe up, I 
meditate of thee'; when I go to ſleep, I pray; met 
when 'T awake, I am with God by holy and pre-Wt_ ; 
cious thoughts. So that I am ſtill with God, Marge 
all my days, in all places, conditions, relations, Mimſe 
companies, I am ſtill with my God: and, as a 
good man uſed to ſay, My God and I are bedi 
good company:“ this, this is to be thorough Wile 
paced in religion; this'is Enoch's walking with Wear 
God; a converſation in heaven, a fellowſhip MW anc: 
with the Father, an emblem of glory, and the MW. if 
ſweeteſt, happieſt life a ſoul is capable of in this ager 
world; and much of this conſiſts in a converſ- Od 
ing with God in the duty of ſecret prayer: and Mime 
all this flows from a due apprehenſion of God's Newa 
omniſcience and omnipreſence: and this reaſon Wo 
Cyprian tenders,: why Jeſus Chriſt here doth 
preſcribe our cloſet-devotions, as moſt agreea- 
ble to our Chriſtian faith, that we may know as i 
God is every where preſent, hears all, and pier-erve 
ceth with the fulneſs of his majeſty into the Nnan 
inmoſt rooms, and hidden places, according to Vith 
the Scriptures : and, truly, this is a doctrine NMioſ 
worth confirming by ſuch a practice; and this Il d 
is a practice worthy of fuch a doctrine: that is Pear 
the third reaſon. Wars | 
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0 5 35 laſt Reaſon is drawn from G od's rewarding 3 


LEY che text faith, Thy Father that ſeeth 


f re. in ſecret will reward thee openty : this rea- 
vate, nis drawn from God's munificence. Wherein 
ande have, 1. The promiſe, that is a retard: 
| my g. The manner of performance, openly ; this 
P, I a comfortable circumſtance; it is worth 
ray i pmething to know that our labour is not 
Pre- it, it ſhall be rewarded, yea, it ſhall be re- 
Jod, arded by God, whoſe rewards are great, like 
ons, pimſelf; yea, it ſhall be rewarded by thy Father. 
as 1p father takes in good part a little ſervice of an 
arc bedient child, and gives a great reward for a 
wh Bcle work; yea, clolet- -prayer ſhall be openly 
with W-warded. The obſervableneſs of the mercy in- 
154 zanceth the rates of it; tending more to the 
e 


hriſtian's comfort, example to others, encou- 


this agement to right worſhippers, and glory to 


7erl- 30d: all theſe things might take up much 
and ime; but I ſhall only hint what is that open 
— ward that God gives to ſuch as are conſtant 1 in 


_— -prayer; that is theſe, four ways. 
1. By returning a vifidte anſwer to ſecret 
prayer: none ſaw Jacob's wreſtling, hand to fiſt, 
as it were) with the angel; but all might ob- 
erve the loving embraces betwixt that good 
nan and his hoſtile brother Eſau, Gen. xxxil. 24. 
ith chap. xxxiii. 4. There was no witnels of 
Moſes's interceſſion for Iſrael in the mount; but 
all che congregation, and the whole world, may 
bear witnels of God's bearing his prayer, for 
paring an de prope: Exod, XXX11: 10, 
| 11. 


loth 
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11. 14. When Eli obſerved Hannah's lips 10 


move, and heard no voice, he mis: judged her 
to be a drunken woman: but the truth is, he 4 
was buſy with her God in earneſt prayer; and 
though he knew nothing of it then, yet after 


wards he ſaw the effect, 1 Sam. i. 13 1 


. with 
ver. 27. For this child I prayed ; and the Lord 
hath given me my petition which I aſked of bim: (ec 
figuum) behold a ſign of his favour; behold anf 


evident token that I prayed in truth! Many a 


time, yea, many a time was I provoked by my 
ſcoffing adverſary, Peninnah; and as often did 
I make my moan to my heavenly Huſband; 


and ſee here the fruit of my fincere devotions ini; 


a corner: none ſaw my tears; all may ſee my 
child; none heard my cries in prayer; but the 
voice of my Samuel ſhall be heard by all Iſrael: 
he ſhall carry the memorial of anſwer to ſecret 
prayer in his name to the grave: and cannot 
many a ſoul ſpeak the ſame language? cannot 
you ſeal to the ſame or like experiment? can- 
not ſome of God's children ſay, This mercy 1 
got from God in ſuch a room, chamber, or 
cloſet? No creature upon earth knew what 1 
did there. But now all may ſee the happy ef- 
fects of my hard travel; 1 find that it is not in 
vain to ſeek God. in private; none knows the 
meaning of the mercy but myſelf. I may call 
it Naphthali; for with great wreſtlings have | 
wreſtled with my God, and prevailed, Gen. 
xxxviii. 8. This mercy bears a double price to 
all the reſt; for 1t is won by prayer; and now 
may be worn with praiſes and triumphing ; ſo 
that a ſoul may ſay, This is my God, I have waited 
for him, he will ſave me, this is Iny God] Jehovah, 
* I have 
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| have waited for him, I Twill be glad and rejoice 
> lips bis /alvation, Lo, here he is; I can now 
d her ke my boaſt of my God. Wicked men are 
5 the oat to ſay, Where is thy God? Now I can an- 
, > er them, Lo! this is he that 3 oy . 
er to my prayer, that appears ſo gloriouſly for 
with Nee: this 4 — God, — I have truſted, 
Lori: whom I have called, and he hath anſwered; 
ec am not diſappointed : bleſſed be God, theſe 
Id an ppearances are the viſible returns of my ſecret 

any a rayers. | : 
ing 2. God rewards ſecret prayer openly, by dif- 
1 did riminating providences in a common calamity : 
and; od uſually takes them into the chambers of 
ns inis protection, that retired themſelves into 
myßgghambers of devotion, Iſa. xxvi. 20. They that 
t the njoy- moſt of God, ſhall be beſt ſecured by 

rae}: od: Plal. xci. 1. He that dwelleth in the ſecret 
-cret W/ace of the Moſt High, ſhall abide under the ſha- 
nnot ow of the Almighty: i. e. He that by faith and 
anot prayer hath got moſt intimate communion with. 
can- Pod, is lodged in the ſafeſt ſhelter in the day 
cy If danger: and who is ſo likely to enjoy God 
» Or Bs that Chriſtian that waits much upon God in 
at Iecret? he gets into God's ſecret place, who is 
ef. nuch with God in ſecret places : David put up 
T1 BWnany a hearty prayer in ſolitary caves; and how | 
the Wemarkably doth God ſecure him in the day of 
call apparent hazard, to the conviction of Saul and 
Ve I Wis courtiers? We find the mourners in Zion, 


en. amenting ſecretly the abominations committed 
e tO Wopenly, and God ſets an obvious character upon 
10W heir foreheads, ſeen diſcernably by the deſtroy- 
; fo Eng angel, and known apparently by the effects 


ted thereof to the world, in their exemption _— 
| 54 24 the: 


* 
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general ſtroke of deſolation, Ezek. ix. 4. 6, 


Jeremiah's foul weeps in ſecret, for the pride 


and profaneneſs of Iſrael ; and he was ſtrangely 
ſecured in the day of Iſrael's dreadful deſtruc- 
tion, Jer. x11. 17. with chap. xxxix. 11. It is 
very remarkable, what is recorded in Gen. xix. 
29. God remembered Abraham ; and ſent Lot ont 
. of the midſt of the overthrow: why, what did 
Abraham? The former chapter tells us, that 
Abraham liad been with God in prayer, in ſe- 


cret; and this was the effect of it, God will 


ſnatch Lot out of that dreadful burning, as a 
return of ſecret prayer: God takes a time to put 
a difterence betwixt his praying people and 
others: faith and prayer are two feet of the ſoul, 
whereby the righteous run into the name of the 
Lord, which is their ſtrong tower, and are ſafe, 
Prov. xviii. 10. A ſoul hid with God, cannot 
be hurt by men: if any be ſecured in a day of 
danger, it is thoſe that are moſt with God 1h a 
corner: Floods of great waters ſhall not come,nigh 
to praying ſaints, Plal. xxxii. 6. Hence, faith 
David, ver. 7. Thou art my hiding place; thou 
halt preſerve me from trouble: ſome way or other 
God will atteſt and teſtify the integrity of his 
praying ſervants. before the world. See Pſalm 
XXX1. 19, 20. and xci. 15. Thus he dealt in 
the als of Job: God's children may be long 
concealed from the view of men, both as to 
their perſons and actions; but, in God's time, 
he brings them out with honour, as he did with 
Elyah : ſometimes God gives clear demonſtra- 
tions of his tender affection, to his deſpiſed 
faints, in the view of the world, Rev. iii. g9,— 

I will make them to come and worſhip before thy 
1 FONT, wh Fe feet, 


feet, 


not 


l 


4. 6. N /cet, and to know that I have loved thee : this is 
Tide ¶ not a religious adoration; but a civil reverence 
gely due to real ſaints, as an evidence of repentance, 
ruc- i or ſpecial reſpect: as dogs fawn upon their maſ- 
It is ters, laying themſelves at their feet: as the 
xix. WW word imports. Natural conſcience, ſometimes, 


* ont doth homage to the image of God in the ſaints: 
did however, this is a well-known truth, that as 
that God hath brought forth wicked men's ſecret 
1 ſe- works of darkneſs into open light, to their con- 
will fuſion in this world: ſo he hath clearly diſ- 
as a covered his ſaints upright ſervices, in ſecret 
put corners, to their honour and ſafety, in the nick 
and of time: Jaddus hearing of Alexander's ap- 
oul, MW proach to Jeruſalem, ſet himſelf to pray; then 
the put on his prieftly garments, and met the con- 
afe, queror, who fell down on his face before him. 
not Parmenio aſked him, why he adored the Jews 
y of W High-Prieſt, when as other men adored him? 
in a Alexander anſwered, I do not adore him, but 
gh that God which the the High Prieft worſhip- 
aicth eth; for, in my ſleep, I ſaw kim in ſuch an ha- 
thou bit, when I was in Macedonia. [See Clark's 
her general Martyrol. Fol. 5.] But examples of 
his this nature are frequent every where; what 
alm ftrange effects prayer hath brought forth, both 
t in for defence to the ſaints, and offence to their 
ong enemies! ſo that the clear evidence hereof 
to hath wreſted from many ſtout oppoſers, that 
ne, W acknowledgement of the queen of Scots, that 
71th WH ſhe feared more the prayers of John Knox, than 
tra- an army of ten thouſand fighting men: but this 
ſed is the ſecond branch of this laſt reaſon. God 
.— WW openly rewards, by manifeſt deliverances in 
thy WF time of danger. | 

eet, | E 2 
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The third Way of rewarding ſecret . is, In- 
creaſe of Grace. 


3. GD rewards ſecret prayer openly, by con- 
ferring upon ſecret wreſtlers more eminent 
gifisand graces of his Spirit, and ſuch as ſhall be 
taken notice of by others: they that are moſt con · 
ſtant in ſecret prayer, ſhall be moſt eminent in 
open prayer: {uch as, with Moſes, converſe with 
God in the mount, ſhall have ſhining faces: the the 
beauty of the Lord ſhall be upon them: when of Je 
a ſoul hath been with its God in a corner, the e: 
effects of it are ſo remarkable, that others ſhall my fo 
take knowledge of him that hath been with Je- Pas 
| ſus: and it muſt needs be - ſo, for conyer(- bein 
ing with God is of a transforming nature, 2 Cor. Whim 
iii. 18. But we all with open face ' bebolding as in ¶ ſhe 
a glaſs the glory of the. Lord, are changed into the ¶ now 
ame image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spi- duti 
rit of the Lord: God's appointments are as pray 
glaſſes through which we may ſee the face of that 
God. No there are two ſorts of glaſſes, broader WW dina 
and-narrower ; the broader glaſſes are public or- WW and 
dinances, and the narrower glaſſes are theſe pri- WM us it 
vate duties: in both theſe a ſoul may ſeek and ¶ whe 
ſee the face of God, and ſo become like him; ¶ carr 
| for ſeeing here is aſſimilating; as the viſion of ¶ ſwee 
God hereafter is glorifying : Oh, it is a beauti- is ta 
fying and beatifical fight to ſee God! Fulneſs of ¶ ſuch 
grace is the beſt thing 1 in glory; peace and joy Gen 
are but, as it were, the gloſs and varniſh of this vel 
fulneſs of grace: now the more a foul m_ whe 
m_ 


Bs E 3 
od, the more God-like and heaven-like he is, 
or his graces ſhine brighter, and he is ſtill 

ounting higher : and private or ſecret duties 
are notable ways of communion with God: yea, 
ometimes a ſoul may miſs of Chriſt in public or- 
Jinances, and find him in ſecret ; ſo ſome in- 
erpret that place in Cant. iii. 24. The foul had 
ought her beloved in the bed of temple-worſhip 
and public ordinances; in the ſtreets and broad 
Ways of ſynagogues, and communion of ſaints, 
ſtill ſhe found not her beloved ; then ſhe ſeeks 
him in conferences, and occaſional meeting with 
the watchmen, but ſhe can yet hear no tidings 
of Jeſus Chriſt; but, ſaith ſhe, Ir was but a lit- 
tle that I paſſed from them, but I found him whom 
my foul loveth. Obſerve it, this was not when ſhe 
was paſt all means, in a way of neglect of, or 
being above ordinances; for ſhe was ſeeking 
him ſtill, which implies the uſe of means only; 
ſhe had paſt the public without finding, and 
now {he is in the uſe of private helps, the after- 
duties' of meditation, ſelf-examination, ſecret 
prayer, and therein the ſoul finds God ; not 
that this reflects diſparagement on the public or- 
dinances, but to ſhew that God is a free agent, 
and to be an engagement and encouragement to 
us in the uſe of all God's appointments: and 
when the ſoul thus finds God in a corner, it 
carries away ſomething of God, that caſts a 
ſweet perfume upon his perſon and acting, that 
1s taken notice of by others ; it may be faid of 
ſuch a ſoul, as Iſaac ſpoke of his ſon Jacob, 
Gen. xxvii. 27. See, the ſmell of my fon is as the 
ſmell of a field which the Lord hath bleſſed. So, 
when a ſerious Chriſtian comes down from his 
E 3 RS cloſet, 
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Cloſet, where he hath met with his God, oh 
what a ſweet perfume of well - ſcented graces doth 
he caſt forth! The ſavour of religion is upon 
him, ſome breathing odours of holineſs break 
from his lips, hands, and feet; the power of 
godlineſs doth manifeſt itſelf in his expreſſions, 
actions, converſation: where hath ſuch an one 


. 

he | 

| Scotl: 
went 
ey fc 
and 
and ! 


been? Surely. he hath been converſing with Mace. 
, » God); there is the lively image and inſcription eep 
of God upon him; and while that bleſſed frame ent 
continues, he is not like himſelf: as he excels od, 
carnal men at all times; ſo now he -excels him- Ming. 
ſelf: yea, obſerve it, a ſoul converſing much Hing 
with God, in the duties of meditation and ſe- Hand 
cret prayer, grows taller by head and ſhou]- Never 
ders than other ordinary Chriſtians : as all godly Hing 
men are more excellent than their neighbours, been 
ſo a-ſoul, that waits much on God in ſecret God 
prayer, is more excellent than moſt-of his godly ¶ ſpea 
neighbours; and it appears ſo, at preſent, by mer: 
his gifts in praying, and may appear in his ſup- ing. 
port and comfort in the day of ſuffering. Oh, WW his . 
what a mighty man in cloſet-prayer was magna- Wl priv 
nimous Luther? And what noble atchievements pen 
did he go through? William Gardiner, martyr tion 
in Portugal, ſought out ſolitary places for prayer, Ml othe 
before be attempted that ſtrange act of public and 
oppoſition to idolatry, in taking the hoſt out of EE 
the cardinal's hand, trampling it under his feet, 
and, with the other hand, overthrew the cha- | 
lice: which act, though it may ſeem ſcarce The 
warrantable in an ordinary way, yet ſhewed an 
heroical ſpirit for the main, obtained by a con- 4. 
ſcientious attendance upon God, in the duty of $f 
a 


ſecret prayer. Take one inſtance more, it is 
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r. George Wiſcard [or Wiſeheart], one of 
he holieſt men, and choiceſt reformers, that 
Bcotland ever had. One night he got up, and 
vent into a yard, there he walked in an al- 
ey for ſome ſpace, breathing forth many ſobs 
and deep groans; then he fell upon his knees, 
and his groans increaſed; then he fell upon his 
ace. Two men watched him, and heard him 
eeping and praying near an hour; and fo 
ent to bed again. As this faint was much with 
od, ſo the Lord was much with him in preach- 
Ing, A antes acting bravely, and ſuffer- 
ing death cheerfully. Surely the Spirit of God 
and of glory reſted upon this man of God, if 
ever upon any, the adverſaries themſelves: be- 
ing judges. This 1s a great truth, they have 
been moſt eminent, that have been moſt with 
God in ſecret prayer; let Scripture and hiſtory 
ſpeak; time and room would fail me to enu- 
merate. Who more famous for piety and learn- 
ing, of late years, than the great Uſher? It was 
his uſual practice to ſequeſter himſelf into ſome 
privacy, and to ſpend it in ſtrict examination, 
penitenttal humiliation, and ardent fupplica- 
tion; and this he found ſweet to his foul ; and 
others ſaw the effect. | Dr. Bernard, the life 
and death of Dr. Uſher, p. 27.] . 
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The laſt Reward of Secret Prayer is at the great Day. 
4. __— E laſt and chiefeſt reward, that our 


heavenly Father will beſtow on thoſe 
that have waited on God in ſecret prayer, yi 
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be the open acknowledgement and acceptance 
of them at that ſolemn Gy of judgment; when 
the whole world ſhall be ſummoned before the 
Lord, And every one ſhall receive the things done 


in his body, according to what he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. 


out this ſeed of Jacob, and tell them they have 
not ſought his face in vain; he will now ſo- 
.lemnly acknowledge them before his Father, 
and all the holy angels, as perſons with whom 
he hath had familiar acquaintance in a corner. 
Oh, the joy and triumph. in ſuch a public ac- 
knowledgement! when our dear Redeemer ſhall 
ſpeak ſuch a language as this, before thoſe my- 
riads of creatures! This or that foul (calling it 


forth with honour), though not taken notice of 


in the world for religion, much leſs for worldly 
greatneſs, hath yet had intimate familiarity with 
myſelf, and I with him; he hath performed 
many a. ſolemn duty, which none but an omniſ- 
cient eye hath ſeen: though he hath lived ob- 
ſcurely in the world, and hath been little known 


to eminent preachers or profeſſors, yet he and 1 


have been long and well acquainted. I have 
had his company many times in a corner; and 
now I cannot but remember the kindneſs of his 
youth and old age; the love of his eſpouſals, 
when he went after me in ſolitary places, rather 
than want my preſence : he hath viſited me in 
duty, and I have viſited him. in mercy : oh, 
what mutual embraces, and reciprocal exchanges 
of love have there been betwixt us! He hath 
owned me, and I have owned him in the day of 
adverſity: whenever he had any doubt or want, 

a or 


Then our 
bleſſed Saviour, who ſhall be judge, will ſingle 
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ance r fear, or affliction, I heard from him in a 

Wloſet ; he ſent his winged meſſenger of a be- 

ieving prayer to the throne of grace, and 1 

Wook it well from him. I did not deſpiſe his 

Perſon, or deny his ſuit; when others have been 

our {Wporting away time in vain recreations, or 

damning their ſouls in profane practices, this 
anſomed believer, when he could ſteal a little 

ime, run into a corner, and there did make 


her, is moan to me; and then I gave him ſome- 
om hing worth his pains; J ſent him away with a 
ner. Nchearful heart, and thankful tongue: and now 
ac- Hake notice, all ye angels and men, I declare 


that I accept this ſoul's labour of love, and par- 
on all its imperfections, and ſet him in my im- 
mediate preſence, in eternal manſions: he that 
ſeparated himſelf from the world, ſhall now be 


ly ſeparated from the goats, and be ſet on my right 
ith hand; he that longed ſo much to enjoy me, 
ed chall everlaſtingly enjoy me, without ceſſation, 
11> Wor interruption: ob, bleſſed day! oh, tranſcen- 


dent reward | Is not this a rewarding openly ? 
You will ſay, How do you know that Jeſus 
Chriſt will thus beſpeak a praying ſoul? I reply, 
though we know not the form of words he will 
ſpeak, yet that a diſcovery ſhall be made of the 
acts of piety and charity, Matt. xxv. evidently 
declares. | Yea, that ſecret duties ſhall be 
brought to light, as well as ſecret fins, the 
Scriptures declare, 1 Cor. iv. 5. Who: will both 
bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will 
make manifeſt the counſels of the hearts, and then 
ſhall every man have praiſe of God: then good 
men ſhall receive open approbation and com- 
mendation, for their holy exerciſes in ſecret 

: places: 
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places: then will God wipe off all reproaching 
calumnies of black-mouthed liars, wherewith 
they haye beſpattered the reputation of praying 
ſaints; and clear up their uprightneſs, as the 
noon-day, by letting the world ſee how 
the ſaints ſpent their time in corners, both 
alone, and with their fellow-Chriſtians; not in 
plotting, but in praying; yea, pleading for 
thoſe that perſecuted them. Oh bleſſed day 
Oh happy reſurrection of bodies, and of names 
Surely, then, praying ſouls will not then re— 
pent themſelves of all their pains in private, 
when they poured out their hearts in pray- 
ers and tears, ſince now they are rewarded with 
ſuch a bleſſed enge, and are openly entertained 
into their Maſter's joy, and Father's kingdom. 


o 


CHAP. II. 
The fr Uſe-—of Information, 


"SECT. I. 
Concerning Places of Prayer. 


1. IF cloſet- prayer be a Chriſtian duty, then 

| it ſhews us, that in goſpel-times God ſtands 
not preciſely upon places; this holy incenſe may 

aſcend to heaven with as much acceptance upon 
the golden altar (the merits and mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt), as well in a private chamber as a 
public church. Some have ſcornfully called pri- 
vate deyotions by the derogating title of chim- 
pey-prayers, and think to confine all — — 
+3 | a public 


publi 
God 

becat 
as th 


adde. 


more 
plain 
goſpe 
Chri! 
penl: 
pray 
typif 
cept 
is NC 
plact 
hour 
wor « 


now 
the 
[pirn 
phe 
mee: 
apo! 
hath 
line: 
niat 
{om 
tion 
oth 
plie 
and 
ſecr 
Scri 
eth 
fie 


. 9 3 
public places: yea, a great ſcholar ſaid once, 
God heard prayer in a conſecrated place, not 
becauſe men pray, but becauſe they pray there; 
as though the conceited holineſy of the place 


added ſome virtue to the prayer, or rendered it 


more acceptable to God. This is worſe than 
lain Judaiſm, to tie religion to places: the true 
goſpelized Chriftian hath otherwiſe learned 
Chriſt. It is true, in the Old Teſtament diſ- 
penſation, after the erecting of the temple, 
prayer was to be made at it, or towards it, as it 
typified Chriſt, by whom our prayers are ac- 
cepted: but that holineſs being ceremonial, it 
is now aboliſhed by the goſpel: now that takes 
place in John, iv. 21. Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, 
nor at Jeruſalem, worſhip the Father ; i. e. God 
now doth not ſo much ſtand upon the place, as 
the manner of worſhip, that they worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth, ver. 23, 24. Now is the pro- 
phecy accompliſhed, Mal. i. 11. In every place 
incenſe ſhall be offered to my name: which the 
apoſtle alſo aſſerts expreſsly, 1 Tim. ii. 8. Much 
hath been ſaid in controverly concerning the ho- 
lineſs of places; but this ſeems to be an unde- 
niable argument againſt that conceit, that if 
ſome places be holy by the church's conſecra- 
tion of them to holy uſes, then it followeth that 
other places, not ſo conſecrated, howbeit ap- 
plied to the ſame holy uſe, are more profane, 
and leſs apt to divine worſhip than places con- 
ſecrated ; which would directly contradict 'the 
Scriptures laſt mentioned. Indeed Hooker teach- 
eth, that the ſervice of God in places not ſanc- 


tified, as churches are, hath not in itſelf ſuch _ 
perfec- 


8 
perfection of grace and comelineſs, as when the 
dignity of the place (which it wiſheth for) doth 
concur, and that the very majeſty and holineſs 
of the place where God is worſhipped, bettereth 
even our holieſt and beſt actions: thus he. To 
whom we dare not ſubſcribe ; but rather ſay, 
with Dr. John Reinolds, that to us Chriſtians 
no land is ſtrange, no ground unholy: every 
_ coaſt is Jewry, every town Jeruſalem, and every 

houſe Zion ; and every faithful company, yea, 
every faithful body, a temple to ſerve God in. 
But I ſhall not undertake a diſpute upon this 
ſubje& ; the duty of the text clears it: if God 
command and accept clolet-prayer, then he doth 
not make ſo great a matter of the place for this 
duty, as ſome imagine, ſince it cannot be ima- 
gined that cloſet- prayer can be performed ordi- 
narily in a conſecrated place, as they call it, 
and there being no ſuch place where a duty can 
be performed, to which God hath more ex- 
7 promiſed a reward, than what is per- 

formed in a corner or cloſet; and therefore we meet 
have no warrant to expect acceptance meerly affirr 
upon the account of one place more than another. Nit m. 


* A, | . —  Wcom 
SEC T. Mm. Noe. 
The Nature of Prayer. wher 
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E may hence be informed concerning of a 
the nature, uſefulneſs, excellency, and both 


W 


efficacy ef the duty of prayer: I ſpeak not now 
of prayer in general, but in reference to cloſet- 
| | prayer. der: 
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prayer. And on that account there are two con- 
ectaries hence, concerning prayer: 

1, It follows that prayer is an immediate wor- 
ip of God: for what hath been ſaid ſhews, 
hat we have to do immediately with God, yea, 
hat a man alone ſingly hath to do with God; 
herein it is different from other parts of God's 


n the 
doth 
lineſs 
ereth 

_ 
* ſay, 
Hans 


very Inſtituted worſhip, which doth neceſſarily re- 
very uire company; as in preaching of the word, 
yea, Were muſt be hearers; in the ſeals of the cove- 
in. ant, as in baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, 
this ere muſt be a ſociety, ſuch a number as 
God ay be called a church : hence, the- latter 1s 


alled a communion, becauſe, ſaith the apoſtle, 
e, being many, are one bread, and one body, 
1 Cor. x. 16, 17. But it 1s not abſolutely or 
ſſentially requiſite to prayer, that there be a 
lociety;. one man or woman, by him or herſelf 
lone, may perform this duty of prayer as ac- 
ex- Wceptably to God, as if in the company of a thou- 
per- {Wand ſaints: we deny not the public or private 
we meetings of God's people for prayer; but withal 
erly Naffirm, that the nature of the duty is ſuch, that 
her. Hit may be performed ſolitary and alone: hence 
ſchoolmen diſtinguiſh of prayer, that it is either 
— common or ſingular: both have their place and 
uſe: though they lay great ſtreſs upon Chriſt's 
promiſe; in Matth. xvii. 20. promiſing to be 
where two or three are met in his name; which 
| as we deny not, ſo we aſſert the force of this prayer 
ing Nof a ſingle perſon, according to the text: we give 
ind both their due, without compariſons. 
OW 2. Prayer cannot be Ropt in its aſcent to 
ſet- MW God: all the perſecutor's on earth cannot hin- 
er. der a ſoul's praying. This is demonſtrated two 
| ways. 
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F 
ways. 1. A child of God, baniſhed out of all 
human ſociety, may pray ſtill. Suppoſe a man 
were rejected by men, and ejected out of all 
companies of men, and were ſhut up in the 
cloſeſt ay or ſhut out in the remoteſt wilder- 
neſs ; ſuppoſe a man were in the caves and dens 
of the earth; yet ſtill he might pray and be 
heard, according to Solomon's prayer, That if 
God's people were carried captive into the land 
of their enemies, far or near, yet if they re- 
pented and prayed unto God towards their land, 
and that houſe of God; then he begs that God 
would hear them; and God teſtifies that he did 
hear this prayer of Solomon, 1 Kings, viii. 46. 
48. with chap. ix. 3. The paſſage to heaven 
is as near and open from one part of the earth 
as another; therefore David faith, he ill cry 
to God from the end of the earth, Pſal. Ixi. 2. A 
notable inſtance for this we have in Jonah; he 
was got into the bottom of the ſea (as far from 
heaven, locally, as one could imagine), into a 
great fiſh's belly, which he calls the very belly 
of hell; and as he was. then far from men, fo 
he looks upon himſelf as caſt out of the fight 
of God; and he pathetically expreſſeth his mi- 
ſery and hopeleſs ſtate. What doth he in this 
doleful plight? Why, he will look towards 
God's holy temple. Alas, poor Jonah knew 
not now which way the temple ſtood ; he had 
but a ſhort proſpect in that dark and narrow 
priſon; yes, faith can ſet Jonah upon one of 
the mountains of Iſrael, that thence he may ſee 

as far as Mount Zion, and reach as high as 
heaven: be prays, yea, cries: God hears, and 
delivers: as low as he was, he knocks at heaven's 

gates; 
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gates; and his prayer doth pierce the clouds; it 
makes bold, and ſteps in : My prayer, faith he, 


came in unto thee, into thine holy temple, Jo- 


| nah, ii, 2. 7. Oh, the ſtrange and ſwift mo- 


tion of a believing prayer! Let the praying ſoul 
be where it will, the prayer will come to God's 


| ear, and get an anſwer, 


2. A child of God, that cannot ſpeak a 
word, may put up an acceptable prayer: ſup- 
poſe the tongue, which is the organ of ſpeech, 
were cut out, yet a ſaint cannot thereby be ob- 
ſtructed in his acceſs to God by prayer. For, 
as Ameſius ſaith, prayer is formally the act of 
the will; deſire is the ſoul of prayer, which 
God may hear, though it be not expreſſed; for 
he knows the heart, Pſal. x. 17. Lord, thou haſt 
heard the defire of the humble. A ſaint's deſire 
is a real prayer; if the defice be right, words are 
but the outward garb, habit, or cloaths (as I 
may ſo ſay) of prayer, the carcaſe or ſhell of 
the duty; ardent defires are the 1ife, kernel, 
marrow of the performance: hence we find that 
Moſes, Hannah, and Nehemiah, are ſaid o 
pray, when Scripture doth- not expreſs a word 
they ſpeak, nor is it probable they did make an 
articulate ſound, Exod. xiv. 15. 1 Sam. i. 13. 
Neh. ii. 4. I ſpeak not this, to indulge carnal 
men in their lazy conceited ejaculations, as 
though they could pray well enough, and never 
ſpeak; or while they are working, walking, 
talking: let me hint a word (by the way) to 
theſe. Conſider, filly foul, God hath given 
thee a body, and thou muſt offer it to God, as 
a reaſonable ſacrifice ; thou art bound, in con- 
ſcience, to pray and praiſe God with thy tongue, 

3 5 - which 
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which is thy glory; yea, let ine tell thee, if 
thou haſt thole members of body, and an op- 
portunity to pray thus ſolemnly with thy tongue 
upon thy knees, and doſt never do it, I queſtion 
whether thou prayelt at all or no, fince thou 
liveſt in the apparent neglect of a known duty: 
what I ſpeak of the ſaints real (though ſome- 
times without vocal) prayers, is to commend the fi 
duty, and comfort thoſe ſaints that may be put to 
theſe exigencies, that though they cannot ſpeak, 
yet they may pray, and be heard and anſwered. 
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SECT. III. 
Shewing the Power of Prayer, 


Might from hence take occaſion to diſcover 
the ſtrength and efficacy of this duty of 
prayer, from the conſideration of cloſet-prayer ; 
though but a poor fingle perſon get upon his 4 
knees in a corner, and have no creature to help aid 


him; yet he can even undertake to grapple with en 
the omnipotent and eternal God ; yea, by his 2 
ſtrength may have power with God; as we ran 
heard of Jacob, who, by ſingle wreſtling with!“ 
him (hand to fiſt, as it were), wreſtled a bleſſ- * 4 
ing from him: one poor ſingle Elijah could all 
ſtand againſt at leaſt four hundred prophets of e b. 
Baal, and prevail, having recourſe to the living oy 


God by prayer, 1 Kings, xviii. 36. yea, the 
apoſtle tells us, that this Elijah, though but a Pe P 
mortal man, yet he ſhut up and opened heaven, 
that it rained, and rained not, according to his of t 


prayer; hence he-infers an univerſal —_— 
| l hat 
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That the effefual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
ails much ; and illuſtrates it by that notable in- 


1 ſtance, James, v. 16, 17, 18. But ſome may 
Fos object, Elijah was a great prophet, an extraor- 
hon dinary perſon; he might prevail when we can- 


not: he anſwers, he was no more than a man, 
a man ſubject to like paſſions as we are, a ſinful 
reature; he prevailed not for any merits of his 
own, but through faith in the Mediator of the 
covenant, and ſo may we. There is not the 
meaneſt child of God but hath the ſame plea. 
God hath ſtrength enough to give, (faith Mr. 
— Gurnal on Eph. vi. 10.) but he hath no ſtrength 
to deny. Here the Almighty himſelf (with 
reverence be it ſpoken) is weak: even a child, 
the weakeſt in grace of his family, that can but 
ſay, Father, is able to overcome him; for prayer 
is in a ſort omnipotent; it can conquer the in- 
vincible Jehovah, and bind the hands (as it were) 
of an omnipotent God; fo that God is fain to 
cry out to wreſtling Moles, Let me alone. It is 
ſaid of Luther, That man could do with God 
even what he would. Prayer hath a kind of 
commanding, compulſive power. That 1s a 
ſtrange text, Iſa. xlv. 11. 4% me of things 10 
come concerning my ſons, and concerning the work of _ 
my hands command ye me: ſo ſome take it; ye 
ſhall find me as ready to do you ſervice, as if 
ye had me at command: yet this muſt be warily 
received ; not as though God were forced to 
any thing againſt his will, but when God's peo-— 
ple pray aright in the name of Chriſt, accord- 
Ing to his will, he heareth them, 1 John, v. 14. 
and this he attributes to prayer, for the credit 
of that duty, and encouragement of praying 
"I. | F' 4-- fouls. 
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fouls. That is a notable text, to ſhew the rea- Wreco 
dineſs of God to anſwer prayer, John, xvi. 26, ¶ but 
27. 1 ſay not unto you that I will pray the Father for ¶ goin 
you; for the Father himſelf loveth you. Chriſt, in tian. 
this place, doth not ſimply deny that he will in- Wwe | 
terceed for them; but ſhews how ready God is, ¶ ſelve 
of his own accord, to grant the ſaint's petitions: Wmen 
they ſhall not be put to any great trouble about Whom 
it, but ſhall be quickly diſpatched in their er- cann 
rand to the throne of grace: for, as Luther ¶ they 
ſpeaks, a poor groan, in the ears of God, is a Chri 
mighty noiſe ;- and doth ſo fill heaven and earth, ¶ kno! 
that God can hear nothing beſides it, and ſi- Hand 


lenceth all other tumults to hearken to it. * 
mils 

Of what an eaſy quick acceſs, - the 
My bleſſed Lord, art thou! How ſuddenly out | 
May our requeſts thy ear invade, ww 

To ſhew that ſtate diſlikes not eafinefs ! 

If I but lift mine eyes, my fuit is made, 9 
Thou canſt no more not hear, than thou canſt he. muc 
See more in Herbert's Poems, page 95. Own 
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;NCE more I might ſhew the duty and pro- with 
perty of a fincere Chriſtian, that can make ¶ benc 

this excellent uſe of ſolitarineſs: carnal perſons tend 
love not to be alone, except they be ſuch whoſe ¶ tilt : 
conſtitution inclines them to melancholy, and MW by E 
then they fit poring on things without profit; lite, 
it is only the gracious ſoul that can tell how MW year 
to make the right uſe of ſolitarineſs, by having Paul 
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recourſe to God: no man cares for being alone, 


but the ſerious perſon; and no man cares for 
going to God when alone, but the ſincere Chriſ- 
Man is a ſociable creature, and naturally 
we have no mind to entertain ourſelves by our- 
ſelves: a carnal heart hates a domeſtical audit; 


men that have ſhrewiſh wives, love not to be at 


home, and perſons that have guilty conſciences, 


cannot endure to hold difcourle with them, leſt 
they be tormented before the time: oh, but a 


Chriſtian that is upright, and downright, would 
know all that concerns his own heart, the beſt 
and worſt; therefore he communes with his own 
heart, as David did, Pal. Ixxvii. 7. and, leſt he 
miſs or miſtake in his ſearch, he turns him to 
the heart-ſearching God by prayer, and cries 
out to him to ſearch his heart, and diſcover him 
to himſelf: the life of religion conſiſts in a ſoul's 
communion with God in ſecret; a man hath ſo 


much religion as he hath betwixt God and his 


own ſoul, and no more: a true ſaint dares ap- 
prove his heart to God in a corner; he is there 
exerciſing himſelf, like a ſoldier by himſelf, 
handling his pike, and keeping his poſtures, 
that he may be better fitted for a more ſolemn 
onſet: yea, a Chriſtian doth purpoſely withdraw 
himſelf from company, that he may converſe 
with "God. Papiſts are true Chriſtian apes ; 
hence comes the ſolitary life of Monks, pre- 
tending to imitate Elijah and Eliſha, John Bap- 
tiſt and the Apoſtles: but it 1s acknowledged 
by Hierom, and great ſticklers for a monaſtic 
life, that this practice begun not *till about the 
year 260 or 300. Some ſay Hilarion, others 
Paulus Thebeas, others Antonius, begun this 

mar - 
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manner of converſation: but certainly there is 


a vaſt difference betwixt thoſe ancient Chriſtians 
ſolitary life, and the Papiſts way of monaſtic 


living. 1. Thoſe firſt Chriſtians lived ſolitary 
of neceſſity, that they might he hid more ſafely 
in a time of perſecution. 2. They were not 
' compelled to give all to the poor. 3. They 
were not bound to a certain rule, nor did they 
engage themſelves by a perpetual vow to that 
place and ſtate, but might change their manner 
of life if they ſaw good; they were not bound 
as to. meats, marriage, faſting. 4. Theſe an- 
cient monks were of the laity, not of the clergy, 
nay, not ſo much as deacons or preſbyters. 
5. They had no conceit of merit in a monaſtic 
life, till theſe latter ages. I m1y add, 6. Thoſe 
ancient Monks had a particular calling, and did 
work, as the Monks of Bangor, that lived by 
the '{weat of their brows; and, 7. They were 
not tied up from converſing abroad, as there was 
occaſion ; and occaſions there are manifold. It 
is not fit perſons ſhould be always cooped up in 
a corner, but that they be of uſe to others in 
their places and capacities: we were not born 
for ourſelves, nor muſt we live only within our- 
ſelves, which would contradict the law of 
love and charity: a conſtant ſolitarineſs expoſ- 
eth perſons to a world of temptations; it is not 
good to be alone, faith Solomon. An ancient 
could ſpeak it from his own experience, that a 
ſolitary life is inferior to a common converſing, 
becauſe it is full of importunate cogitations, 
which, like little flies ariſing from dung, fly in 
the eyes of the heart, and interrupt the ſabbath 

of the mind. 
But 
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. But I need not trouble you with the mention 
tians Mf Popiſh fopperies. A right-bred Chriſtian, 
aſtic nat bath learned the truth as it is in Jeſus, being 
ata) nruſt into a corner, knows how to improve ſo- 
ately i itarineſs for ſoul- advantage; and voluntarily 
> och withdraw himſelf into a corner, that he 
hey 1ay ſer himſelf to the work of God in good 
they W.irneſt: hence ſaith the apoſtle, concerning 


Pre the other, except it be with conſent for a time, 
hat ye may give yourſelves to faſting and prayer. 


an- WT hence note, that it is convenient ſometimes 
'S)» {Wor Chriſtians to ſequeſter themſelves from near- 
Py ſt relations, that they may have freer commu- 
iſtic 


nion with God in holy duties: only ler theſe 
four cautions and limitations of the text be ob- 


did BWerved: 1. That it be with mutual conſent. 
by z. But for a ſeaſon. 3. The end and advan- 
cre ¶ tage, for faſting and prayer. 4. That they 
was come together again. This reſpects not every 


day's ordinary performances, but ſome ſolemn 
undertakings of ſtated and extraordinary faſts, in 
a day of danger or calamity ; at which time he 
bridegroom is to go forth of his chamber, and the 
bride out of her cloſet, Joel, ii. 16. i. e. to ſe- 
queſter themſelves from conjugal delights, to 
afflict their fouls by faſting and prayer: but 


ture, will help in ſuch performances, that he 


may not daſh on either rock of ſuperſtition or 
s, WW negligence ; but maintain a cloſe and conſtant 
in communion with God, both in the duties of his 
th general and particular calling in public ordi- 


nances, and in private and ſecret duties. 
Thus much for the firſt Uſe. 


uſband and wife, 1 Cor. vii. 5. Defraud ye not 


in theſe caſes, a ſound Chriſtian's due diſcretion, 
regulated by the general rules laid down in Scrip- 
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The ſecond Uſe—of Reprebenſion. 
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Wicked Men reproved. the! 

f heir 
1. ERE is juſt ground of ſharp rebuk Hefor. 
to all graceleſs, prayerleſs perſons, whe dning 
underſtand nothing of this duty; they kno ron, 
not what it is to tug and ſtruggle with the Lord car 
in cloſet · prayer. David ſaith, The wicked, throug\Wnd t 
the pride of his countenance, twill not ſeek after God ing, 
God is not in all his thoughts, Pſal. x. 4. He can- table 


not pray aright any where, much leſs in ſecret; 
the fame Pſalm tells us what he doth in fecret, 
ver. 8, 9, 10. In the ſecret places doth he murder 
the innocent ; his eyes are privily ſet againſt the poor, 
The apoſtle faith, If is a ſhame ever to ſpeak of thoj, 
things that are done of them in ſecret, Eph. v. 12. 
Oh the abominable practices of profane ſpirits 
in a corner! Their conſciences can tell them fad 
ſtories of ſecret fins, which none but the God of 
heaven and themſelves know of ; yea, becauſe 


they ſee not God, they think God ſees not them; 


like the filly bird, becauſe ſhe thruſts her head 
into a buſh, thinks ſhe 1s hid from the fowler, 
though her body be expoſed to open view ; car- 
nal men's maxim 1s hke that monkiſh one, 
“Carry it warily, if not chaſtly;“ if they can 
hide their ſin from men, they take no notice 
whether God ſees them, or no; and, from wiſh- 
ing that he did not ſee, begin to ſuſpe& whether 

N he 


* 


ith 
of G. 


as th 


mitte 
men 
cret | 
do t 
plor) 
joini 
they 
Ing « 
EXPC 
with 
with 
fairl 


garb 


beſt 


cloſe 
wee! 


buke 


Who 
cnowl 
[Lord 


rough 


God 


Can- 
ret; 
cret, 
ir der 
Poor, 
thoſ 
12, 
Irits 
ſad 
d of 
auſe 


em; 


ead 
ler, 
*:16 
"ne, 
can 
dice 
(h- 
her 


he 


E 


e do ſce or no; and at laſt arrive to thoſe men's 


oncluſion, Pſal. xcvii. 4. The Lord ſhall not ſee, 
either ſhall the God of Jacob regard. But what 


lanted the ear, ſhall he not hear ? he that formed 
the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? ver. 9. It theſe 
Atheiſts know, that God ſees, and ſets down all 
heir ſecret wickedneſs, and will bring it forth 


ning: the fin of Judah is written with a pen of 
ron, and with a point of a diamond, Jer. xvu. 1. 
t can never be razed out by the blood of Chriſt 
and though, by multiplied acts of notorious ſin- 


able of their heart, yet it ſhall be as writing 
ith the juice of lemons, being held to the fire 


as the firſt moment when the fin was com- 
mitted. Oh the ſecret wickednefles that wicked 
men have to reckon for! but where are the ſe- 
cret prayers ? Alas! how rarely, or how formally 
do they wait on God alone! Cuſtom, vain- 
glory, and carnal intereſt, may put them on 
joining in public prayer, or family-duty ; but 
they are ſtrangers to this ſpiritual ſelf-deny- 
ing duty of cloſet- prayer: the carnal hypocrite 
expoſeth all to open view; he is like a houſe 


wich a beautiful frontiſpiece, but every room 


within is dark, as one ſaith; he is a rotten poſt, 
fairly gilded; he hath dreſſed himſelf in the 
garb of religion, and will be as devout as the 
beſt in temple-worſhip; but follow him to his 
cloſet, he cannot afford God one hour in a 
week; he doth not make conſcience of ſecret 

| | he prayer: 


= 


rrogant demand, Who ſeeth us? Or that poſitive 


aith the Pſalmiſt to theſe brutiſh ſots? He tbat 


defore angels and men at the great day of reck- 


ing, ſome may blur the engravings of ſin on the 


of God's wrath, it is as legible to the conſcience. 


8 3 op! "A 
prayer: this gains him no credit with men, 
and therefore 1s little uſed. This rightly per- 
formed, opens the heart to God, which the u 
ſound profeſſor dare not do: I ſhall ſhew here- 
after, whether the hypocrite may uſe cloſet- 
prayer, and wherein he is diſtinguiſhed from ai 
ſincere foul in that duty: at preſent I am reproy- 
ing thoſe that never uſe it, that look upon it as 
below them, they either dare not be alone, or 
ſcorn to ſtoop ſo low, and figh out their hearts 
to God 1n 2 corner, as coupe they would not 
be beholden to the great God for any mercy ; 

but in their hearts and practice ſpeak the lan- 
guage ot thoſe proud Athieſts in Jer. ii. 31. 
Mie are lords, we will come no more unto thee : but 
let ſuch know, they ſhall die like men, and be 
damned like devils, that imagine they are gods, 
and will not be beholden to our God for mercy. 
Lord have mercy on theſe poor prayerleſs 
ſinners, that underſtand not the neceſſity and 
myſtery of cloſet-prayer, but look upon it as 
needleſs, and are ready to ſay, It is more ado 
than needs. But let theſe prepare to make et m 
good that deſperate affertion at the bar of God's Ntories 
juſtice, with flames about their ears; and let ithis : 
ſuch know, that God will anſwer their cavils s 
againſt plain duty after another manner than his not h. 
miniſters can do now. To which dreadful] "WF 
judgment we leave them, except prevented by hy. . 
a ſpeedy and ſincere repentance, times 


times 
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on The Godly reproved. 


IP UT. the perſons to be "ive e reproved 

0 at preſent are the profeſſors of religion, that 
xcknowledge this to be a duty, but grievouſly 
eglect it. I fear God's children are not ſo con- 
ant and conſcientious in the performance of 
his duty of cloſet- prayer as they ought to be. 
Are not good ſouls guilty of frequent omiſſions, 
ntermiſſions, at leaſt negligent performance, 
df this duty? It was one of old Mr. Dod's in- 


50 ; ructions, that at night we ſhould aſk ourſelves, 
| ” Have I twice this day humbled myſelf before 
oe od in private *? And again, How did I pray 


In faith and love? I am afraid many of us 
ſhould give but a ſorry account of theſe ſerious 
nquiries; let us be aſhamed, lay 1t to our hearts, 
nd give God glory, by repentance and re- 
formation. | | 
- For the humbling of our hearts in this caſe, 
Jet me propound theſe ten awakening interroga- 
tories, that we may mourn for our neglect of 
this duty of cloſet- prayer. | 

1. Are you not very unlike Jeſus Chriſt? Is 
not he the perfect copy that we ſhould write after? 
And do we not find him often 1n private prayer ? 
We meet with him in this ſolitary duty ſome- 
times in the day, ſometimes in the night, ſome- 
ues all night; in a garden, in a mountain, he 


* Who goes to bed and doth not pray, 
Maketh two nights to every day. , 
HEgBERT, 
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took all opportunities to go to his Father, Luke, 
vi. 12. Matt. xxvi. 36. A/l the days of his fleſh 
he bffered up prayers and fupplications, 'with ſtrong 
- crying and tears, Heb. v. 7. As he was a man 
of ſorrows, 10 he was a man of prayers, and the 
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ſharper his ſorrows, the ſtronger his cries, Luke, 
XX11. 44. Being in an agony, he prayed more ear-Þ 


nefily: and was not this for our example, and 
for our advantage? Should we not learn of 
him? Nay; doth not our very Chriſtianity 
conſiſt in our conformity to Chrift ? Alas, how 
unlike him are moſt of us? Shall we paſs for 
Chriſtians, that follow nct his ſteps? Was it not 
bleſſed Paul's ſtudy and ambition, to be con- 
formed to this bleſſed pattern? Can we imitate 
a better perſon? Was it neceſſary Chriſt ſhould 
wreſtle for us, and is it not neceſſary we ſhould 
wreſtle with God for our own ſouls ? Or; doth 
Chriſt's pray ing for us, excuſe our pleading for 
_ ourſelves ? No, no; as it was for our example 
and benefit in the days of his fleſh, ſo his pre- 
ſent interceſſion in heaven doth both imply and 
encourage our praying; for we are to aſk in his 
name, and employ our dear Advocate, that we 
may ſpeed ; and ſhall not we (as it were) ſet 
him a work, and ſend up our prayers to be 
mixed with his ſweet incenſe ? The Lord hum- 
ble us for, and pardon to us our negle&s and 

omiſſions ! | 
2. Are you not herein very unlike the ſaints 
of God? The ſeed of Jacob are wreſtlers with 
God. God hath no children ſtill- born, they 
all cry, Abba Father. Jacob wreſtled with 
God im ſecret prayer, and ever ſince, all the 
faints in all ages have born that name, Pſal. 
xxiv 
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xxiv. 6. -This is the_ generation of them that ſeek 
him, that ſeek thy face, O Jacob, Selah ; 1. e. that. 
ſeek the God of Jacob, as Jacob did. And in- 
deed. every one that is godly will thus pray, Pfal. 
xxxXii. 6. There might be brought a cloud of 
witneſſes, in all ages, of praying ſaints, that con- 
verſed with God in ſecret. It is recorded of the 
apoſtle James, that his knees were as hard as 
camels feet, with praying. Some have ſought 
out for private places to pray in, others have 
riſen out of their beds to pray; others have ſet 
days apart to humble themſelves in ſecret by 
faſting and prayer; others would never adven- 
ture on buſineſs without ſeeking God. Such as 
are acquainted with eccleſiaſtical hiſtories, or 
Chriſtian experiences, may find ſtore of in- 
ſtances of this ſort: and why ſhould we be un- 
like our brethren? Have we not all one Spirit, 
as well as all one Father? And is not this a Spi- 
rit of grace and ſupplication? And is it not that 
which on all occaſions draws the ſoul to its Fa- 
ther? It is ſaid of Paul, when newly converted, 
Behold he prayetb, Acts, ix. 11. Others do not 
ſee it, but 1 know it; there he is in a corner, 
ſighing and ſeeking me: go, Ananias, enquire 
for him, he is now one of you, a real convert, 
tor, Behold he prayeth: A ſoul praying in ſecret. 
is worthy obſervation ; there is an ecce put upon 
it, Behold he prayeth ! And why ſhould we, that 
pretend to be ſaints, be unlike our brethren ? 
3- Are you nor herein: unlike yourſelves in 
former times? When God did at firſt work 
upon your hearts, did you not then run to God 
in a corner? Did you not ſet yourſelves intently ; 


to the duty of ſecret prayer ? How. often did 
„ 


_—_ 


. 
God find you by yourſelves, ſighing, ſorrowing, 
\ weeping, bleeding, breathing after God, pour- 
ing out your hearts like water before the face of 
the Lord ? and your heavenly Father pitied you, 
ſpoke very kindly to you, wiped off your tears, 
cheared your hearts, heard your prayers, and 
-made thoſe days of grief times of love. Oh 
the ſweet embraces that then were betwixt your 
ſouls and God! Have you forgotten ſuch a 
chamber, ſuch a cloſet, ſuch a barn, ſuch a 
wood, where you ſometimes walked and medi- 
tated, ſometimes fell proſtrate and wept before 
the Lord, till you had no more power to weep ? 
If you have forgotten thoſe bleſſed days, your 
God hath not: He remembers thee, the kindneſs of 


thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, when thou wvent- | 


eſt after him in a ſolitary wilderneſs, Jer. ii. 2. 
Canſt not thou remember the day when thou 
wouldeſt rather have been with thy God in a 
private room, than upon a prince's throne ? 
Yea, thou thougheſt thou waſt to do nothing 
elſe but cry and pray in ſecret ; thou waſt at 
it every day; yea, many times a day: how 
comes it to paſs that there is ſuch a change ? 
that thou doſt ſo rarely go-to viſit thy old friend 
in a corner? Is he changed? Is he not fo good 
and kind as he was wont to be? Haſt thou 
found any fault in God? Or art thou not blame- 
worthy? What is become of thy ancient ſpirit 
of prayer? Why doſt thou forget thy ſweeteſt 
wreſtling- place? Why doſt thou not enquire 
for theſs good old ways of communion with 


thy God? 


E 
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Saints Neglect further reproved. 


4. L me further expoſtulate with God's 
children, that are rarely exerciſed ig 


this duty of ſecret prayer. 


Do you not deprive yourſelves of many ſweet 
refreſhments? Have not your ſouls had ſweet ex- 
perience of raviſhing incomes in ſecret duties? 
How many pleaſant morſels have you eaten 
alone? Have not theſe ſtolen waters been ſweet f 
And would they not be ſo again, if you would 
open the ſame ſluice? Oh, what hints of love 
might your ſouls have, that no creature-would 
know of! Secret influences are conveyed to 
fouls in ſecret duties; theſe you block up by 
neglect: ah, Sirs! are the conſolations of God + 
ſmall to you? Is communion with God of no 
worth? Why are you ſo unwilling to take pains 
to go to your Father? Eſpecially, when you 
know he hath a kindneſs for you? Have you 
ever loſt by ſuch duties? Will not your gains 
infinitely countervail your pains? Aſk thoſe 
that uſe it moſt, they will tell you, it is the 
ſweeteſt time they ſpend : yea, cannot your own 
experience atteſt it? Did you ever loſe your la- 
bour, when you ſet yourſelves about the work 
in good earneſt? Hath not this cloſe and privy, 
trading with God, brought in much ſpiritual 
profit? Beloved friends, you little confider the 
good you mils of, for want of performing this 
excellent duty: but that is not all, | 

5. Do you not, by neglect of ſecret prayer, 

8 G 3 | expoſe 
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expoſe yourſelves to many ſad temptations? watch 
ing and prayer are ſingular helps againſt tempta- 
tion, Mat, xxvi. 41. I have heard, that Satan 
_ hath openly profeſſed that he hath watched when 
ſome of God's children have gone out without 
cloſet-prayer, and that day he hath gotten great 
advantage againſt them ; ſometimes by tripping 
up their heels, and caſting them down Fo 
their excellency, into ſome groſs iniquity ; ſome- 
times tormenting their hearts with blaſphemous, 
or ſoul-perplexing injections: ſometimes God 
hath left them to fall into ſome afflictive ſnare, 


laid by this ſubtil fowler, which hath coſt them 


many bitter pangs; all this, and much more, 
hath been the fruit of ſuch neglects: Chriſtians, 
have you not found this too true by fad experience? 
When you have gone abroad without calling on 
God, hath not God ſecretly withdrawn from you? 
Hath not Satan obtained his defigns upon you? 
Have not your hearts been growing out of frame ? 
ſome luſt increafing, grace decaying, and your 
fouls at the brink of ſome aſtoniſhing fall? 
When you have gone out in the morning with- 
out a good breakfaſt with God, have you not 
been apt to gather wind and vanity, to the pre- 
judice of your ſoul's health ? If you engage not 
God by prayer to go with you, what ſecurity 
have you for that day? If God leave you, the 
devil may do what he lift with you, and ham- 
per you in a thouſand ſnares and fins. 

6. Doth not your neglect of ſecret prayer ar- 
gue little love to God? or delight to- be in his 
company? When perſons have a dear affection 
to each other, they love to be together: love 
delights in union and communion. Yea, when 
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perſons love entirely, they withdraw from other 
company, that they may enjoy each other with 
more endeared familiarity ; the preſence of a 
third mixeth the ftreams of communication, 
and mars their intimate communion : and if you 
did paſſionately love the Lord, would you not 
withdraw from others, that your fouls might en- 
Joy ſome. freſh and refreſhing intercourle with 
your beſt beloved? How can you ſay you love 
him, when you have no mind of his company ? 
If you did indeed love him, you would hold 
him, and not let him go, until you had 
(with the ſpouſe, Cant. iii. 5.) brought him 
into the chambers of intimate communion, and 
ſolitary receſſes : love is the weight of the foul, 
and draws it to the obje& beloved : if your 
hearts were raviſhed with him, you would take 
more pleaſure in converſing with him ; you 
would bleſs God for an opportunity of enjoying 
him: but this ſtrangeneſs ſpeaks a great defect 
in this noble grace: and would you be eſteemed 
ſuch as love not God? What a (ad thing is it to 
be low and ſcant in love to God, under ſuch 
{ſtrong engagements to love? Poor foul ! have 
not thoſe ſilken filver cords of love, which have 
been caſt about thee, drawn thee nearer, and 
bound thee faſter to thy God than thus? Have 
not ſuch bellows and incentives kindled and 
increaſed thy ſpark of love into a flame? La- 
ment thy ſin, and ſhame thyſelf before thy God, 
r- for this decay of love, and dangerous neglect. 
is Do not you, by theſe omiſſions, declare your- 
n ſelves ingrate to the grace of God ? It is God's 
way to hire fouls to approach him, by holding 
out promiſes of reward, as we do offer apples, 
IE fruit, 


were not this groſs ingratitude? and how would 


gotiate freely the main concernments of thy pre- 
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fruit, Sc. to children, to entice them to 
us; nor is it a bait to couzen and enſnare us, 
but real offers of kindneſs to us, whereof we may 
partake, and wherewith we may be happy. 
Suppoſe a prince deſire a beggar's company, 
with expreſſions of dear affections, and promiſes 
of many kindneſſes; is it not groſs ingratitude, 
if ſhe fling away, and ſcorn the motion? or, 
ſuppoſe a potent perſon ſend to a poor man a 
loving meſſage, telling him he hath conſidered 
his caſe, and hath appointed time and place, 

that they two together may confer about the Tore, 
neceſſary concernments of this poor man; he 
ſhall have free admiſſion and liberty, without 
diſturbance, to preſent this petition; and aſk 
what he will, and it ſhall be granted; none ſhall 
be preſent, but only they two ſhall converſe fami- 
larly together, for the good of the poor man: 
but inſtead of a thankful acceptance of this 
kindneſs, the poor man picks quarrels with the 
meſſenger or meſſage, grows ſullen and perverſe, 
runs away, and faith, I need neither his coun- 
ſel nor aſſiſtance; let him beſtow his kindneſs 
where he will, I will not meddle with him: 


it be taken? The caſe 1s thine, ſoul, that ne- 
eſt ſecret. duties; the God of heaven gives 
thee notice to meet him in ſuch a room, to ne- 


cious ſoul, and thou art coy and ſhy, and wilt 
not come near him; but either plainly denieſt, or 
heedleſsly delayeſt : oh monſtrous folly ! oh groſs 
ingratitude | Be aſhamed of it, be humbled for 
it; thy God takes it ill that thou art ſo loath to 
be happy, that thou even forſakeſt thine own 


mercies, 
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mercies, and wilt go twice as far another way 


o gratify a friend, rather than go alone into thy 
loſet to pleaſe thy God, and profit thy poor ſoul : 


mn to 
e us, 


may 

ppy. Now long muſt God watch and wait, and ſtrive 
any, und ſue ro have thy company; and thou doſt 
niſes till neglect, and grow averſe thereto? Oh be 
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the 
- he 
outs. Do you not, by neglect of ſecret prayer, 
aſk „ reſiſt the motions of the bleſſed Spirit? 
hall And is this no fault? Is it nothing to neglect 
mi- communion with God the Father, or to im- 
an: ¶ prove the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt the Medi- 
this Wator; but you muſt alſo Night the motions of 
the WI God the bleſſed Spirit? this is ſad : how often 
rſe, W doth the Holy Ghoſt knock at your doors, flir 
un- Hou up, ſpur you forwards unto duty, and take 
eſs ou by the hand, offering its aſſiſtance if you 
m: will go to God, and yet do you refuſe? Do you 
ald make nothing of quenching, grieving, yea, 
ne-Nvexing the good Spirit of God? Conſider what 
ves you do; as you deal with it, ſo it will deal with 
ne- ou; if you do not embrace its call, perhaps 
re- Nit will not be preſent at your call: and what can 
vilt N you do in duty without it? If you ftrive againſt 
or it, it will ceaſe ſtriving with you: be it known 
oſs co you, you have not this heavenly wind at your 
for command; and you may toſs in the boat of 
to duty long, but ſhall not approach the port with - 
vn out it: nothing but the Spirit of God can carry 
es, thy 


Jaſhamed of it! 


1 


yr 
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Three more ſad Conſiderations for our Humiliation. 
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thy ſoul to God: and what can excite and com 
fort thee, when thy Aſſiſtant and Coniforter 
Llighted and ſadned? Grieve therefore, Chri 
tian, for thy grieving of the Spirit, lay to hea 
- . thy careleſs quenching of this holy fire; and le 
thoſe waters of luſt or negligence, coſt thee thi 
waters of godly ſorrow and repentance, that thi 
fin may not be laid to thy charge : ſay, as tha 
divine poet— | 
And art thou grieved, ſweet and ſacred dove, 
G When I am ſowr, 
44 And croſs my ene | 
| Grieved for me ! The God of ſtrength and powe 


Griey'd-for a worm, which when | tread, 
I paſs away, and leave it dead. 


| 

See the reſt in Herbert's Poems, on Eph. v. 30. p. 128 An 
9. If you can only pray in company, whaWgcnte! 
will you do when your company is gone? and! 
time may come when you may be left alone, Aout: 


Chriſt ſaith he was. You had need engage the Fa. inſtr. 
ther to be with you, that you may ſay, as the com. 
apoſtle, 1 John, 1. 3. Truly, our fellowſhip is aii chid 
the Father : it is true, communion of ſaints i ratio 
deſirable, but external communion is not al way ciple 
attainable; you may be thruſt out by divine 10 
Providence; now it will be fad, to be at a lo Wh. 

When perſons are alone. It is a ſtrange expreſ . find 
ſion of ſome; that they know not how to live, £201 
if ſuch and ſuch Chriſtian friends, or godly re- louff 
| lations be taken away; why, what is the matter? fuch 

Are they in the place of God ? Is your ſpiritual m. 
life maintained by the leaden pipes, or by the bad 
living ſprings that ſtream through them? Alas = de 
firs, if you more underſtood and uſed this art of King 
drawing influences from God immediately, 
| though 


. 
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hrough Chriſt by ſecret prayer, you would not 
te ſo diſcouraged with the loſs of friends; you 
ould ſay, Indeed, it is true, my loſs is great; 
uch a one had a notable gift in prayer, and 
poke my very heart to God; but though he 
s gone, is my God gone? is prayer gone? 
Though I cannot get ſuch moving expreſſions 
is ſuch had, yet 1 opened my heart to God, as 
could in ſecret formerly; and there is the fame 
efuge now, the ſame road unto this city and 
ſanctuary I went in; and therefore all my comfort 
is not gone, bleſſed be my God: but a poor ſoul 
that hath leaned upon the ſtaff of others enlarge- 
ments, will be ſhrewdly put to it when that ſtaff 
is gone: and is it not a great diſparagement to a 
noble and immortal foul, that it cannot treat and 
entertain its God alone? What, cannot God 
and an heaven- born ſoul converle together with- 
out auxiliaries? Muſt another interpoſe, as an 
inſtrument, without whom you cannot enjoy 
communion with God ? Be aſhamed of it, and 
chide yourſelves, as not acting ſuitably to your 
rational ſpirits, much leſs to a ſupernatural prin- 
ciple of grace. 

10. Laſtly, Let me further demand of you, 
What 1f our Lord ſhould call you away, and 
find you under the guilt of the negle& of this 

known duty! What confuſion, pub. and jea- 
louſy would poſſeſs you, if deathAarreſt you in 
ſuch a ſtate? What an hurry was forlorn Saul 
in, when the Philiſtines were upon him, and he 
had not offered ſacrifice unto God? And what 
a deſperate plunge will you be put to, when the 
king of terrors is upon you, and you have not 
perfcinally and privately been ſeeking God? 
ER ; Though 
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Though you may be right and fafe for the main, 
yet your ſpirits will be much perplexed, and you 
will ſuffer ſhrewd rebukes from your own con- 


ſciences, for your omiſſions; and will be put to 
that laſt prayer of a dying ſaint (eminent in the 
church), The Lord forgive me my fins of 
oſſibly, may want that ſpi. 
ritual ſolace in a dying hour, that praying ſouls 
may have: Oh, what a bleſſed thing will it be, 
if our dear Redeemer find a ſou] upon its knees 
before the Lord! Oh, the hearty welcome it 


omiſſion ;”” and, 


will give unto its God! This is the time he waited 
for; he was got into a corner, was ſighing for 
his fins, pleading for mercy, breathing after 
grace, and panting for glory; and, behold, 
what a quick return doth his God make? Even 
while he is ſpeaking and praying, the Lord doth 
ſend a guard of angels, to conduct the ſoul into 
eternal manſions, where God and the ſoul ſhall 
part no more. Bleſſed, for ever happy is that 
. foul, whom its Lord, when he cometh, Hall 
find ſo doing! Now, conſider of it, whether ſtate 
would you be found in? And do not you know 
his coming may be ſudden and unexpected? 
Would you be found under negle&, or in the 
faithful performance of a duty? Would you 
not be carried from your cloſet- devotion, to 
eternal communion with God ? Oh, then, take 
our Lord's moſt wholeſome counſel, Take ye 
heed, watch and pray; for ye know not when the 
time is, Mark, xin. 33. 
I might here challenge Chriſtians alſo, not 
only for their neglect of, but careleſs perform- 
ance of, this duty of cloſet- prayer. With what 
ſorry ſhifts do we put off God? How bird, 
dead, 
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in ſecret? God takes much pleaſure in adverbs : 
t pleaſeth not God that a duty be done, except 
it be well done. Many fatisfy their own con- 
ſciences that they have prayed, but conſider 
not how they prayed. There is a curſe on ſuch 
as do the work of God negligently; and that 
have in their flock a male, and offer to the Lord 
a corrupt thing, Jer. xlvili. 13. Mal. i. 14. And 
it is a fearful thing to get a curſe upon our 

nees, when we come for a bleſſing. Look to 
Wit, God takes notice how you pray ; the devil 
ſtands under your cloſet window, and heareth 
what you ſay to God in ſecret, all the while ſtu- 
dying how he may commence a ſuit againſt yon, 
for your duty: like thole that come to ſermons, 
to carp or catch at what the preacher ſaith; or 
(as one ſaith) like a cunning opponent in the 
ſchools, while his adverſary is buly, reading his 
poſition, he is ſtudying to confute it; and, oh, 
what advantage do we often give Satan to trip 
us, and make us tardy? What occaſion do we 
afford him to accuſe us to God and to ourſelves, 
while we have our filthy garments on us? Yea, 
remiſsnels in our duties, brings decay in grace. 


o WF Iradeſmen may go behind-hand, by being care- 
10 WF leſs in their dealings, as well as by being much 
ike ¶ out of their hops: alas! what ſad decay is in 
„our ſouls, for want of cloſe and conſtant commu- 


do good, evil is preſent; it is our great ſin we 
Satan ſends his imps to haunt and torment us; 


H to 


dead, unbelieving, diſtracted, are our hearts 


nion with God? We have very perverſe hearts; 
we have much a- do with them; when we would 


are ſo much out of order, even upon our knees. 


rd, he jogs our hand when we are to write a lettet 


F . ²˙ gh we, 
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to heaven in our prayers; ſo that we can ſcarce 
make ſenſe of what we preſent to God: our 
thoughts are unfixed, ranging abroad (like x 
ſpaniel) to a thouſand objects; ſo that ſome- 
times we have loſt ourſelves, and know not 


where we are: oh! let us lament our vain and? 


trifling ſpirits, in ſecret duties, and turn us unto 
God tor help; as a ſervant, when the child he 
tends is troubleſome, and will not be ruled by 
him, calls out to the father to come to him, 
who no ſooner ſpeaks the word, but all is whiſt 
with him. Our God can ſet in order our unruly 
{pirits, only he will be called upon by earneſt 
prayer. 
Thus much for this uſe. 


CHAP r. SECT. 1 
The Third Uſe is—of Inflruftion. 


Y next and main work is, to help us in 

the duty of cloſet-prayer, by propounding 

ſome helps and rules for our direction; which 
I ſhall reduce to thele four heads: 


1. Preparatives to it. 
2. Eſlentials in it. 
3. Circumſtances about it. 
4. Conſequences upon it. 


1. Look to your ſtate and ſtanding : if you 


be not real ſaints, you are not fit for this ſpiritual 
duty : your relation muſt be changed by con- 


verting grace: hence the text faith, Pray 10 thy 
Father. 
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Father. See then that God be your Father in 
Teſus Chriſt, elſe you cannot truly cry, Abba, 
Father: if we muſt be reconciled to our brother 
before we offer our gift, much more to God; 
for how can two walk together, except they be 
agreed? I deny not but a carnal foul ſhould re- 
tire himſelf into a corner, examine his ſtate, fall 
down on his knees, and beg converting and par- 
doning grace: and thus they muſt acquaint 
themſelves with God, that they may come be- 
fore him; for unſound unconverted ſinners have 
no right (as children) to call on the King of 
heaven; though (as creatures) they may and 
muſt ſeek unto God, yet they worſhip afar off. 
It is the gracious Chriſtian only that prayeth ac- 
ceptably; wicked men's prayers are an abomina- 
tion; an hypocrite ſhall not come before him, 
Job, xiii. 16. And, indeed, till yon be real 
ſaints, you will have no mind to buckle cloſe 
to this duty : truth of grace will capacitate you 
for ſecret approaches to God ; ſtrength of grace 
in will elevate you to God; and evidence of ſin- 
ling cerity will make you come boldly to the throne 
ich of grace: therefore try your ſtate, enquire what 
relation you have to God, or elſe expect no fa- 
miliarity with him. God will not take the 
wicked by the hand, to lead them into theſe 
chambers of communion; the throne of iniquity 
hath no fellowſhip with him. Our Lord Jefus 
marrieth none but widows, that are divorced 
from all other huſbands; and he opens his heart 
ou to none but his betrothed Spouſe; her he leads 
ual WW into a ſolitary place, and ſpeaks to her heart. 
on- Oh, Sirs! come over clearly to God, by clofing 
thy WF vith Chriſt; renounce yourſelves, get united to 
er. oY H 2. himg 
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him, and then come and welcome to enjoy conr 


munion with him in cloſet-prayer. Le 
2. Diſpatch other things off your hearts and Br 
hands: let not your earthly occaſions intrude Cl 
into your cloſet- exerciſes; ſay to the cares and Al 
affairs of the world, as Abraham to his ſervants, T 


Stay there, while I go and worſhip the Lord yon- 
der or as Nehemiah in another caſe, I am do- 
' zng a great work, and I cannot come down unto you. 
So do thou ſay, I have appointed other times 
and! ſeaſons for attending worldly buſineſs ; let 
mealone with my God; every thing 1s beautiful 
in its ſeaſon: communion with God is as much 
as I can attend at once; I muſt not be diverted 
by other objects; the buſineſs I am about is of Wl crea 
the greateſt importance; I muſt conſult how I WW a g. 
may attend upon the Lord without diſtraction, ſees 
and worldly matters have diſtracted me in God's Wl fron 
ſervice, and have colt me many a tear; there- Ml thar 
fore get away from me. Why ſhould the work eye: 
of the Lord ceaſe? Why ſhould I be hindered WF fun 
from my God? What can you afford me that qui. 
can be worth one hour's communion with my befc 
God? Thus do you actually renounce the Inic 
world; for you cannot mind two things at once : pra? 
and obſerve it, if you leave any matters of the Thi 
world, tarrying for your attendance, the thoughts cial 


of them will attend you, and make you cut your Lo 
duties ſhort, and run away before your hearts enc 
be warmed : therefore, if it may be, diſpatch WW wh: 


them, however, rid your hearts of them. The pre 
Heathens left their ſhoes at the temple-doors, Chi 
to ſhew that all earthly occaſions and affections tati 
muſt be left behind when we go to God. 


Let 
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Let vain or buſy thoughts have there no part; 

Bring not thy plough, thy plots, thy pleaſures 
thither. ,* 

Chriſt purg'd his temple, ſo muſt thou thy heart: 

All worldly thoughts are but thieves met together, 

To couzen thee.— Herbert. 


» — 
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SECT: ? 


Two more Preparatives to ſecret Prayer. 
uch z. gET yourſelf in God's preſence: although 
rted you be not within the view of any mortal 
s of creature, yet the eternal God ſees what you are 
w 1 a going about: fo faith the text, Tour Father 
on, ies in ſecret; darkneſs or cloſenefs hides not 
's from him; and it is more that one God ſees you, 
than if all the men on earth gazed at you: his 
eyes are ten thouſand times brighter than the 
ſun; and he is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity ; therefore waſh your hands in innocency 
before you compaſs his altar: for if you regard 
iniquity in your heart, God will not hear your 
prayer, Hab. i. 13. Pſal. xxvi. 6. Pſal. Ixvi. 18. 
Therefore ſet the Lord alway before you, eſpe- 
cially now you are ſetting yourſelves before the 
Lord; if that caveat was enough to beget rever- 
ence in an Heathen, ** Cato ſees thee;” oh 
what reverence would the ſenſe of God's omni- 
preſence beget in the heart, if duly weighed ! 
Chriſtians, weigh your ſpirits with ſuch medi- 
tations as theſe, God's eye is never off me, I 
am daily walking in the ſun; but now am ſet- 
ting myſelf to pray in ſecret; I come to appear 
H 3 before 


11 
before God in a ſpecial manner; I may deceive 
men and myſelf, but God will not be mocked ; 
I had need now engage my heart to approach 
unto God; that is the thing he looks for. Oh 
for a ſpirit ſuitable to ſuch a majeſty whom [ 
come to worſhip ! Lord, draw out my affecti- 
ons, unite my heart, excite my graces, that my 
whole ſoul may be carried after God: thus com- 
mit thy works to the Lord, and thy thoughts 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Pſal. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. 
When thou art ſetting thy face towards a duty, 
where thou art ſure to meet Satan, and carry 
with thee a corrupt deceitful heart, let God know 
from thy mouth whither thou art going, what 
thy fears are. Never (faith one) doth the ſoul 
march in ſo good order, as when it puts itſelf 
under the conduct of God; and never is it ſo 
awful, as when it ſets itſelf under the eye of God, 
Gen. xvii. 1. I am God Almighty, walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. When you ſenſibly diſcern 
you are kneeling before God,, will not this make 
you perfect, fincere, and grow holier? If you 
think God be not in your cloſets, what do you 
go there to pray for ? And if you know he ſees 
you there, why do you not think ſo, and ſet 
yourlelves as in his preſence? The child will 
ſtand demurely before his father, the ſcholar 
before his maſter; and fo will the gracious ſoul 
before God in duty, if ſenſible of his preſence. 
4. Mutter up your thoughts and ways: our 
thoughts and affections are like the ſtrings of an 
inſtrument out of tune, and therefore we muſt 
take ſome pains to wind and ſkrue them up. 
This is that which Zophar adviſeth to, Job, 
xi. 13. to prepare the heart, and then 2 
| | | _ 
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forth the hands: and for this end, it would not 
be amiſs, when you come into a private room to 
pray in fecret, firſt to read ſome portion of 
Scripture, which may be of uſe to compoſe your 
ſpirits; and like David's. harp to Saul, drive 
away your wild imaginations: yea, the word read 
may afford you ſuitable matter of prayer to God. 
More particularly, let me add one experienced 
help, which is this: when you are addrefling 
yourlelves to God in ſecret prayer, endeavour 
to fix your thoughts upon ſome particular ſub- 
je& to enlarge upon ; there 1s no queſtion but 
you have ſometimes one ſpecial errand to God, 
ſometimes another, if you obſerve your condi- 
tion well ; be ſure to mind that, whether it be 
to confeſs ſome predominant fin, to beg pardon 
of it, power againſt it: you may have in your 
eye ſome grace that you need more than ordi- 
narily, and ſee your weakneſs and defect there- 
in, Sc. Now do not ſatisfy yourſelves in run- 
ning out into generals only, but ſet yourſelves to 
. plead the cauſe of your fouls in that very caſe, 
which you have found out by ſerious inquiry, 
would moſt engage you at that time to go to 
God about ; expatiate principally upon that ſub- 
ject: and this I conceive to be a taking to our- 
ſelves words (which the Holy Ghoſt dire&eth us 
to in prayer) Hof. xiv. 2. not a form of ſuch 
and ſuch phraſes, but ſome ſpecial ſubject mat- 
ter to ſpeak to our God about; the word in 
Hebrew imports ſo much. | 7 
Now, an intent and earneft purſuit of ſuch a 
ſpecial ſubje& at the throne of grace, is of uſe in 
theſe two reſpects: a 
1. You will find it a help againſt diſtractions, 
wandrings, withdrawings from God; when you 
| | pur- 
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* His book, called 4n Help to better Hearts for better 
Times, p. 196, 197+ read more of this ſubject, 1 


purpoſely ſet yourſelves to mind one thing, you ate ſo 
will be more intent upon it, and lay out more 
pains about it, than when you allow yourſelves Prep 
liberty in variety of matter. When the ſtream ¶ Provi 
runs one way, it is ſtronger than diſperſed into in the 
ſeveral channels; ſo, when the Chriſtian unites ns 
his ſtrength to plead with God about a particu- worlt 
lar buſineſs, he is uſually more warm and affec. eu 
tionate, and ſo leſs ſubject to diſtraction. medc 
2. It will help you to enlarge yourſelves in have 
fpreading particular caſes before the Lord, in pat Prep: 
and proper expreſſions, even before others, as wiche 
you have a call and opportunity; and this is the | 
that which is called the gift of prayer, which is Mt he 
of ſingular uſe, when a perſon can particularly I den! 
and patherically lay open a condition, plead with WW ©P”. 
God, improve promiſes, and rationally expoſtu- mul 
late, even with the Almighty, about a ſpiritual or duty 
temporal concernment: this holy art is got by preſe 
a frequency in ſecret prayer, and particularly the 
pleading for a man's own ſoul: this is the laſt Ml * le 
preparatory ; think before-hand what buſineſs ſuch 
you have to God 1n a peculiar manner, and drive ns 
that nail, as-1t were, to the head: you cannot whe 
think to ſpeak of all things to God at one time, 3 
but take that which is of preſent emergent uſe clea 
and importance, and ſet yourſelves to enlarge you 
upon that; follow that home till you feel your hearts you 
be warmed and affected, and ſo have ſome to- {pre 
kens for good that God will return a ſenſible an- bis 
ſwer: you will ſay, Muſt we thus prepare onr- dis 
ſelves before every duty of ſecret Prayer; we have lelf 
not time for it ? I ſhall anſwer this in the words * 
of my dear and reverend father Angier *. There for 
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are ſome ſeparating duties that prepare for others 
as examination, meditation prayer; and they do 
prepare by ſtirring up the grace of God, and 
providing an heavenly aſſiſtance to begin with us 
in the duty: if thou canſt not always have ſepa- 
rating time betwixt other occaſions and God's 
worſhip, yet have ſome ſeparating thoughts ere 
ffec. ME you enter upon the duty; thou art not fit elle to 
meddle with wiſdom : thus he. It is true, ſome 


$s in WF bave not the leiſure that others have; yet ſo much 
pat preparation is neceſſary for every duty, as may 
\ as {WI vithdraw the heart from other objects, and weigh 
ig the ſpirit with a due ſenſe of the work we have 
h is in hand; and ſomtimes this may be done ſud- 
ly denly ; yet as for ſuch as have more time to work 
ith upon their hearts, and ſtate their ſoul's caſe, by 


muſtering themſelves to the work, neglect. a 


preſence : and this I conceive is the reaſon why 


b | n 

5 the Lord's people miſs of God in ſecret prayer, 
aft Nat leaſt one reaſon is, becauſe they do not make 
ofo ſuch conſcience, and take ſuch care of prepar- 


ing their hearts as they ought: ah, Chriſtians, 
when you come into your cloſet, fit down and 
pauſe a little, before you fall upon your knees; 


e | 
85 clear up your ſtate, ſhake off other buſineſs, ſet 
”o yourſelves in God's preſence, and muſter up 
1 your fins or wants, or mercies you propoſe to 


ſpread before the Lord; a client will conſider all 
his matters before he comes to ſtate his caſe to 


ſelf, how he is, that he may tell his ailings to 
his phyſician ; and a petitioner will not go hand 
over head to his prince, but order his caufe be- 
fore-hand, that be may plead it more effectually ; 


duty, and cannot groundedly expect the Lord's 


his advocate; a poor patient will bethink him» - . 
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and ſhall we not much more prepare ourſelves to 
wait upon the God of heaven? 
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SECT. III 
Directions concerning the Eſſentials of ſecret Prayer 


2. HE ſecond fort of rules is concerning 
: ſome things eſſentially requiſite to the 
right performance of the duty of ſecret prayer, 
which you are to look to in the duty ; and theſe 
are ſuch as are required in all ſorts of prayer; 
vix. that it be performed, 


I. With the heart. 
22. By the help of the Spirit, 
3. Actording to God's will, 

4. In the name of Chrift. 


1. Secret prayer muſt be hearty prayer: an 


heartleſs duty is a worthlefs duty; yea, the whole ſhip 
heart muſt be engaged in it, Plal. cxix. 10. dang 
With my whole heart have I fought thee : it is the I he 
heart that God chiefly looks after, Prov. xxin. 26. God 
| 54 up jve me thy heart: nothing elſe can pleaſe ! 
God, if the heart be wanting; if the heart be They 
engaged in the duty, he will rather diſpenſe with The 
other weakneſſes, where there is not wilful ne- Wat 
gligence : obſerve it, in that worſhip of God we n 
perform with others, a man's gifts may be of afte1 
uſe, though his heart go not along with his voice; ever 
but in cloſet- prayer it doth no good at all, except lenſ 
the heart be engaged; therefore God principally _— 
ie 


requires the heart in other duties; in this he only 
- Jen 


2 


es to 
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requires the heart, for the voice is not neceſſary : 


to love and ſerve the Lord our God with all our 


heart, ſoul, mind, ſtrength, is a keeping of the law, 
and more than all whole burnt-offerings and ſa- 
crifices, Mark, x11. 3o. 33. we lhould pray with 
every faculty of the ſoul, and with the utmoſt 
ſtrength of every faculty, Matt. xv. 8, 9. God 
delerves and requires our ſtrongeſt attections: 
that is but a vain worſhip that is performed 
without the heart: right attend.nce on Gad is 
an engaging the heart to approach to God ; Jer. 
XxX. 21, Chriſtians, in all your addreſies to 
God, mind the object of worſhip; let the ſubject, 
worſhipping, and object worſhipped, be cloſely 
united ; look beyond the duty: it is one thing 
to have communion with an ordinance, and ano- 
ther thing to have communion with God in an 
ordinance. God's dear children know what this 
means ; for ſometimes they are more taken up 
with expreſſions, affections, or ſome accidentals 
in the performance, than with the object of wor- 
ſhip they ſhould be intent upon: but this is very 
dangerous; for whatſoever interpoſeth betwixt 
the foul and God, to divert the thoughts from 
God, is an idol, Ezek. xiv. 3. Theſe men have 
ſet up their idols in their hearts. Sept. reads it, 
They have put their thoughts upon their hearts, i. e. 
They have committed idolatry with their own 
imaginations : inſtead of worſhipping God, their 
minds have ſtuck upon ſomething ſhort of God, 
after which they have (as it were) run a whoring 
even in the duty. I ſhall not deliver that as the 
ſenſe of the place, yet it may be an uſeful note 
here many ot us are guilty of a kind of ſpiritual 
fine· pun by heterogeneal W 2 
of 
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holy duties, that pluck us from God, when we 
are approaching to him. The Lord humble us 
for this, and fix our thoughts upon God, that 


we may lay as the church, Iſa. xxvi. 8. The de. 


fire of our ſouls is to thy name, and to the remen- 
brance of thee. Cyprian faith, Every ſecular 
thought muſt depart, and the mind muſt be 
taken up with nothing but what we are about: 
he tells the practice of the church in his time 
was, that the miniſter, before prayer, prepares 
the people's minds, ſaying, Lift up your hearts; 
and they anſwer, We have them up to the Lord: 
Whereby, ſaith. he, we are admoniſhed, that in 
prayer we muſt think of nothing but the Lord, 
What the miniſter ſaid to the people, do you 
ſay to yourſeives; Lift up your hearts: let every 
one ſay, I am now worſhipping an heart-ſearch- 
ing God, oh that my heart were with God, 
The ancients, faich Luther, finely defcribed 
prayer to be an aſcent of the mind to God: oh 
that I did experimentally know, what this means 
in ſyntaxi, i. e. in coupling and joining of my 
heart to God. Lord, gather in my roving and 
wandering ſpirit: this is the firſt direction, mind 
the frame of your hearts. 

2. Implore-or expect the Spirit's aſſiſtance: 
prayet mult be by the Spirit's enlarging influence; 
hence it is called the Spirit of grace and ſuppli- 
eation, Zech. xi. 10. it helps our infirmities, by 
making our ſouls to cry out, Abba, Father, with 
unutterable groans, Rom. vin. 26. A Chriſtian 
ſhould ſpread the fails of his ſoul for the gales of 
God's grace, which will carry the praying faint 
apace towards God, yea, and reach the ear of 


God, for he knoweth the mind of the Spirit : 
| this 
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this is that which is called, a worſhipping God 
in the Spirit; a praying in the Holy Ghoſt, 


us 

ha (Phil. iii. 3- Jude, 20. 7. e. either as to the mat- 
14. Micr of the prayer dictated by the Spirit, Or As 70 
nbc manner of praying, the ſoul being actuated 


by the Holy Ghoſt: for I conceive it may import 
he former as well as the latter, as other Scrip- 
tures compared hold forth, Mark, xii. 36. and 


ut 

mein. 11. Alas, fleſh and blood will put up ſuch 
res I petitions as God will not accept, or in ſuch a 
rts; manner as. is no way ſuitable to his ſpiritual na- 
rd: ture: the truth is, Chriſtians, you will but bun- 
tin gde at the work, without the help of God's Spi- 
d. Int, and God will not take notice of you, except 
you he hear his own language do not think you 
very can wreſtle out the buſineſs yourſelves; you mul 

ch. be beholden to God for help in prayer, as well 
od. I for hearing your prayer; your own ſpirits will 
bed not carry you to heaven; that which is from the 


oh earth is earthly, and riſeth no higher than earth, 
anz but the Holy Ghoſt will elevate your ſouls to 
God: therefore, | beſeech you, Sirs, beg the 
Spirit, yield to its motions, improve its opera- 
„in! dns; lay, when you are going to duty, Lord, 
now ſtir up thyſelt, and ſtir up thy glace in my 

heart : Awake, O north wind, and come 1h0u ſouth; 
blow upon thy garaen, [my ſoul] Cant. iv. 16. 
pli- that the ſpices thereof may flow out [that graces 
| may be exerciſed and exerted]: Lord, Lam low, 


„ b 

e bar, hard; fend the owerful arm of thy bleſſed 

ſtian Spirit, to work all gracious diſpoſitions in me, 
and raiſe up my affe ctions to thee : | ſee I am 


es of 
. below the duty, and infinitely below thee in the 
duty; but thou, and thou alone canſt raiſe me 


up, quicken, ſoften my dead and rocky heart; 
I come, 
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come, Lord, and ſhew thy powerful arm; le 
it appear what God can do for a ſorry worm, 
Oh lift me up to thee, that my ſoul may enjoy 
ſome ſweet communion with thee : ſend thy Spi- 
rit to fetch in my wanton wandering heart: oh 
for ſome fire from heaven to burn up my ſacri. 
fice, or elle it will lie like a lump of fleſh, and 
be no true Holocauſt of pure incenſe before 
thee : leſt thy Spirit ſcatter theſe miſts of igno- 
rance, and drive cheſe flies of diſtracting thoughts, 
that my heart may be with thee, and my per- 


formance may be a ſweet ſavour in the noſtril 
of God. 5 


_ 


_ 


SECT. IV. 
More Eſentials in ſecret Prayer. 


A Third ingredient in prayer is, that it be ac. 
cording to God's will ; it muſt have a war: 
rant from the word; a word of precept, or pro- 
miſe, or example, muſt be the ground of our 
petitions: a command is our warrant, a promiſe 
our encouragement; an example is our tract, 
and the footſteps of the flock wherein we muſt 
walk: he that aſks amiſs ſhall not ſpeed, but if 
we aſk any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us; and then we know we have the petitions 
that we deſired of him, 1 John, v. 14, 15. Now, 
we aſk according to his will, when both the mat: 
ter of our petition is right, and our end in aſk- 
ing is God's glory, and our own or others ſpi- 
ritual good : otherwiſe, if we aſk of God what 
we conceit to be a mercy, and have not aſked 

counſe| 


; let 
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counſel at God's mouth; or aſk ſo as to con- 
ſume it upon our luſts, we may well meet with 
a denial: my friends, you may not ſay what 
you pleaſe in the preſence of God. Conſider, 
God is in heaven, you are on earth, therefore be not 
raſh with your mouth, and let not your heart be haſty 
to utter any thing before God; let your words be 
few and well weighed, Eccleſ. v. 2. The work 
you are about is a ſolemn buſineſs, do not ram- 
ble in extravagant deſires of unlawful a 
think not that God will patronize your luſts: 
and when you have aſked that which you con- 
ceive is according to his will, refer it wholly to 
his will; ſay, The vill of the Lord be done: ſub- 
mit yourſelves to his diſpoſe, for time, manner, 
means, and all circumſtances for giving of it: 
alk temporal mercies conditionally, and ſpiritual 
comforts with ſubmiſſion to God's will; learn 
that petition, Thy wwill be done, to pray it as well 
as ſay it. Indeed Luther could ſay Let my will 
«* be done,” but he came off with this, My 
e will, Lord, becauſe my will is melted into 
« thine; there is but one will betwixt us:“ let 
God's will be your will; it is fit it ſhould be ſo: 
our heavenly Father is wiſer than we: conſider, 
a man cannot pray in faith, for that which he 
hath no warrant to aſk : beſides, Ameſius faith, 
© If a man come not with an humble ſubmiſ- 
* ſion to God's will, it were not a religious 
prayer directed to the ſupreme Creator, but 
* a kind of command by a ſuperior to an infe- 
* rior, or familiar diſcourſe as amongſt equals.” 
Therefore let us humbly plead God's will, as 
Abrabam did, Gen. xviii. 27. Further, conſi- 
der, the deſign of prayer is not to incline God, 
2 before 
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before unwilling, to our mind and deſire; for 
with him there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of 
change; but that we may obtain of him by 
prayer what we know afore-hand he is willing 5 
to give: Laſtly, conſider we Chriſt's example, thy 
Mat. xxvi. 39. Vit be poſſible, let this cup paſs ap! 


from me, nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, but as thou ſuf 
wilt: this is right praying, to ground our pett- ſti 
tion upon a promiſe, yet freely to leave all at {or 
God's feet, to diſpoſe of us as he ſees good: this MW 

is the third direction; let your prayers be war- "_ 
lanted by the word. | | BY 
4. Improve your Advocate, John, xiv. 13. 1 m 
Whatfoever you aſk in my name, that will I do: to the 
aſk any thing in his name, is not rudely, cuſto- 10 


marily, or complementally, to conclude with 
theſe words, © Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” . 
Sc. but, in confidence of his merit and inter- 
ceſſion, to call upon our heavenly Father, as 

Daniel pleads, for the Lord's ſake, Dan. ix. 17. : 
For, fince the fall, none can come e thi 
to God, but through a Mediator; nor are we to Fob 
fetch a compaſs, by the groundleſs invocation 


of ſaints and angels: I hope you have otherwiſe cri 
learned Chriſt. I am moſt afraid, in the practical of 
part, that, in particular acts (at leaſt), precious Int 
Jouls are in danger to miſcarry, eſpecially in ſwe 
cloſet- prayer: when a Chriſtian is got alone, loo 
and there finds a ſweet gale of the bleſſed Spi- of 
rit, helping his heart to mourn for ſin, bewail ſad 
his miſery, plead for mercy, and giving God I *9. 
the glory due unto his name; oh, then he goes It 15 
away much fatisfied ; and God muſt needs ac- the 
cept his perſon, and hear his prayer: why fo? cau 


why, he hath found abundant aſſiſtance, meltings, 
275 quick- 


— 
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uicknings, and enlargements: alas! Sirs, where 
is Chriſt all this while? I am afraid your Advo- 
cate is quite forgotten, your Surety let aſide as a 
poor inſignificant cypher: and tell me, ſoul, thou 
that boaſteſt thus of thy enlargements, dareſt thou 
appear before an holy God in theſe rotten rags? 
ſuppoſe thy rags be velvet, they are but rags 
ſtill, and are too ſcant a garment for thy naked 
ſoul ; thou comeſt to unlock the ear of God, 
and open his heart with a wrong key: we are 
accepted only in the beloved, and not becauſe 
we are enlarged: it is true, evangelical aſſiſtance 
may be a ſign of acceptance, but it is no cauſe 
thereof: no, no, our perſons and prayers are 
owned only upon the account of our Surety and 
Interceſſor: our dear Lord Jeſus, who died for 
us, he fits in the court of heaven as our Advo- 


cate, to plead for us; and ſhall we not employ 


our Advocate, and find him work ? Or ſhall we 
think to go on our own errand? Lord, forgive 
this grols ingratitude: oh, Chriſtians, whatever 
your ſtraitneſs or enlargements be, mate uſe of 


him who is at God's right-hand, lay your ſa- 


crifices on this golden altar; lay the whole ſtreſs 
of your acceptance upon Chriſt's meritorious 
interceſſion ; act faith on him who mingles his 
ſweet incenſe with your ſorry performances: oh 
look after our Aaron, who is gone into the holy 
of holies for us: conſider, friends, it would be 
ſad with you, if you were to be judged according 
to the beſt ſecret duties that ever you performed: 
it is good to have an enlarged heart in ſecret, yet 
there is danger in it, and it may undo us, be- 
cauſe our naughty hearts are apt to boaſt of, 
and truſt to our enlargements; therefore it is 
13 better 
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better for us ſometimes to be ſtraitened, than 
conſtantly enlarged in our cloſet-prayers : this 
is that which hath made ſome ſay, that their du- 
ties have done them more hurt than their infir- 
mities; and the reaſon is plain, becauſe our cor- 
rupt hearts are ſo apt to depend upon the former, 
whenas we are daunted and emptied of ourſelves 
by conſidering the latter : the Lord help us all 
in this main buſineſs of prayer, yea, this prin- 
cipal part of our religion, to depend wholly 
upon the righteouſneſs and interceſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for acceſs to, and acceptance with God : 
ftudy theſe Scriptures, John, xvi. 23, 24. Eph. 
m- 14. Heb. iv. 15, 16. x. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
Phil. in. 3. 18. The goſpel is full of this; yea, 
this is the main hinge of our religion: you are 
not Chriſtians, unleſs you make Jehovah your 
righteouſneſs in all you do, as well as God your 
ultimate end: you will go away as the proud 
Phariſee without acceptance, if you plead your 
enlargements with God: but if you come as the 
Publican, pleading only God's mercy, and 
Chriſt's merits, you ſhall be owned and crowned 

with abundant incomes. 
There are alſo ſeveral other neceſſary ingredi- 
ents in all prayer, which J might urge with re- 
ference to this duty of ſecret prayer, as 1. A 
right underſtanding, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. I will pray 
with the underſtanding: for blind devotion is not 
pleaſing to God, 2. A ſenſible feeling of our 
wants; we muſt come weary and heavy laden. 
Mat. xi. 28. Preſſed with the guilt of fin; 
pinched with want of grace. 3. Fervency of 
Spirit, James, v. 17. ariſing from a conſideration 
of the neceſſity and excellency of what we deſire ; 
burning 
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E 
burning zeal. 4. A reverent diſpoſition, Eccleſ. 
v. 2. an unfeigned abaſing of ourſelves before 
him, from the ſenſe of his infinite majeſty, and 
our own indignity. 5. Secret perſwaſions of 
revailing, 1 Tim. ii. 8. grounded on God's 
all- ſufficiency and iidelity, though the ſoul be 
unworthy. 6. A charitable diſpoſition, forgiv- 
ing others, Mat. vi. 14. bearing an endeared 
affection to all ſaints. 7. Perſeverance in prayer, 
holding on without ceflation, Eph. vi. 18. 
Following God in the duty all our days: ſuch 
as theſe conſtitutive ingredients, - effentially re- 
quifite 1u the duty of prayer, I might urge, 
but muſt contract. 


This is the ſecond fort of directions. 


CHAP. vI. SECT. I. 
The Circumſtances of Secret Prayer opened. 


15 H E third head of inſtructions concerning 
cloſet-prayer, is the circumſtances that at- 
tend it, which may be a great furtherance or 
hindrance in this performance. Thele are four. 
Referring either, 1. To the place. 2. Poſture, 
3. Seaſon. 4. Voice. 

I (hall but briefly touch at theſe. 

1. For the place; I adviſe you to chooſe the 
moſt retwed room, where you may be freeſt 
from diſturbance, that you may not hear the 
noiſe of the family, or diſtracting commotions 
of a tumultuous world: be not curious in the 
choice of a place, ſo it accompliſh your end for 
ſecrecy or retirement; no matter how homely it 
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be, the ſweetneſs of the company will compen- 
fate the meanneſs of the place; lovers care not 
where they meet, ſo they may conveniently 
be together: if you have not a convenient room 
within doors, yet a good heart will not diſdain 
to go meet its beloved in any cot, or barn, or 
wood: Iſaac walked out into the fields to pray 
and meditate: fee you chooſe a private place, 
wherever it be, according to the nature of the 
duty, before opened to you; obſerve God's 

ovidence in diſpoſing of you, and accept ſuch 
place as he ſhall offer to you. 

2.. For poſture; in general, ſee that you uſe 
an humble geſture; there are examples of ſe- 
veral laudable geſtures in prayer; ſometimes 
we find faints ſtanding, ordinarily kneeling, 
ſpreading forth their hands, _— up their 
eyes towards heaven, ſometimes proſtrating the 
body all along upon the earth before the Lord; 
you may do in this as you find moſt advanta- 
geous in your experience: no univerſal rules can 
be given as to theſe particular circumſtances: 
only ſee that your cloſet prayers be with as 
much reverence as if you were before others: 
conſider, your bodies are God's, and muſt be 
preſented as a ſacrifice to God: he will be wor- 
ſhipped with the outward as well as with the in- 
ward man; you cannot, without dangerous ſa- 
crilege, rob him of either: beſides, obſerve 
it, there is both evidence and aſſiſtance in the 
body's humble geſture; it is an help to make 
you humble, and it is a ſign that you are hum- 
ble: but, on the contrary, an unſuitable ſite 
and poſition of the body in God's ſervice, is a 
ſad ſign of an unhumbled ſoul, and hinders 

humi- 
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humiliation : therefore, though you be never ſo 
ſolitary, yet remember, your Father in heaven 
ſees you. Therefore (as Cyprian exhorts) let us 
conſider we ſtand under the preſence of God, 
and ſeek to pleaſe the divine eyes, both in the 
habit of our body, and manner of our voice: 
think of this rule. ; 

3. For the ſeaſon. The apoſtle faith, Pray 
continually, or without ceaſing ; yet there are ſome 
(as it were) canonical hours of prayer, where- 
in a Chriſtian's diſcretion muſt interpoſe: only, 
in this caſe, take the fitteſt ſeaſons for ſecret 
prayer; as when you are moſt at leiſure from 
worldly buſineſs, moſt free from company, leaſt 
in danger of drouzineſs : oh, Chriſtians, if it 
be poſſible, put not off your ſecret devotions too 
long, till you go to bed; then you are fitter for 
reſt and ſleep, than for wreſtling with God on 
your knees. And then for the frequency, no cer- 
tain rule can be given: David and Daniel prayed 
three times a day, morning, noon, and night : noon 
time was the ſixth hour, which was alſo a time 
of prayer, (Acts, x. 9.) others alſo obſerved 


the ninth hour, which was three a clock in the 


afternoon, (Acts, iii. 1.) Certainly the third 
hour, i. e. nine in the morning, was an hour 


of prayer, (Acts, ii. 15.) and ſo was evening, 


ſix at night, ſay ſome. David adds a ſeventh 
in Pſal, cxix. 164. Seven times a day will I praiſe 
thee, which may only denote frequency in the 
duty. Some of thefe may ſeem extraordinary 
caſes: the ordinary ſeaſons the ſaints have ta- 
ken, have been morning and evening, accord- 
ing to the Jews ſacrifice of a lamb at thoſe ſea- 
ſons, Exod. xxix. 38, 39. Pal. v. 3. Ixxxvin. 

13. 


— 


— — 


L106 J 


13. and cxli. 2. In the morning our ſpirits are 
freſh and lively: at evening we may find the by- 
paſt matters of the day a fit occaſion for prayer 
and praiſe: it would do well to take Iſaac's ſea- 
ſon for devotion, even about ſun-ſet, or the 
ſhutting 1n of the day; but I ſhall not too pe- 
remptorily impoſe in theſe undetermined cir- 
cumſtances, only take that general rule, 1 Pet. 
v. 7. Watch unto prayer. That is the third. 

4. For the voice; the articulate ſound of 
words 1s not abſolutely neceſſary in prayer, and 
it may be not ſo convenient in cloſet- prayer; 
which ſhould be managed privately betwixt God 
and a man's ſoul, approving the heart to God 
as ſole witneſs of his ſincerity; except through 


ſome extaſy and ſtrong motion of the affections, 


the ſoul's deſires break out in the lips beyond 
its firſt intentions. I know Mr. John Carter, 
that eminent man of God, did purpoſely uſe his 
voice in ſecret prayer for theſe two reaſons, 


1. Becauſe he found it an help to his affections. 


2. Becauſe it was an example to his family: I 
muſt not therefore lay any neceſſity in theſe va- 
riable circumſtances ; only I humbly conceive, 


ñt is moſt ſuitable to the nature of cloſet-prayer, 
to perform it ſo as. none elſe may take notice 


thereof, Give me leave to mention a few paſſa- 
ges out of Cyprian to this purpoſe: © It is a token 
of ' unmannerly impudence, to make a noiſe 
with loud clamours; but it is moſt ſuitable to 
a modeſt ſpirit, to pray with filent groans. For 
God is the hearer, not of the voice, but of the 
heart: he makes Hannah a type of the church, 
who prayed not with clamorous petitions, but 
with working affections within the lurking * 
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+hy las it were) of her breaſt; ſhe ſpake with hidden 
4 prayer, but manifeſt faith.” . 
Thus much for circumſtances of cloſet-prayer, 


* wherein I am more ſhort and ſhy in impoſin 
<4 any thing on the people of God, which G 
"a hath left free in his word: only in general take 
bh notice, that though accidental circumſtances 
: that concerns duty be mutable, yet by the wile 
of ordering of thoſe circumſtances, they will be- 
= come ſingular helps in the managing of a duty. 
Tz 5 - 
by 9 © C1. 6 
A Duties concomitant to Cloſet-prayer. 
* | 4. 12 laſt ſort of duties and directions, 
3 concerning cloſet- prayer, are ſuch as 
0 are to be practiſed after the duty is performed, 
= which I call conſequent, or concomitant duties. 
1 Theſe are four, viz. | 
4 1. Obſerving God's appearances. 
* 2. Walking ſuitably.. 
— 3. Waiting for returns. 
la- 4. Communicating experiences. 
mY 1. When you have been before the Lord in 
to cloſet- prayer, obſerve how God hath been deal- 
. ing with your hearts, that you may be ſuitably 
0 diſpoſed and affected: if the Lord hath with- 
h drawn himſelf from * left you under hard- 
1 neſs, deadneſs, diſtraction, uncomfortableneſs; 
8 you are to mourn for it, enquire the cauſe of it, 
18 reflect upon yourſelves, ſee what guilt there is 


upon 


- 
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upon conſcience, which ſeparates betwixt God 
and your fouls: and then (if time permit) fall 
to it again, lament the fin; be ingenuous in 
confeſſions, make ſtronger reſolutions, remove 
all obſtructions, that God and your ſouls. may 
not be at any diſtance; reckon ſtreight, and 
make up your accounts; part friends, that you 
may meet friends the next time you go to him: 
if you find that God hath helped, melted, and 
raciouſly manieſted himſelf to your fouls, take 
2 notice of it; record that for time to 
come; flight not the leaſt appearances of God, 
own him in, praiſe him for theſe ſweet manifeſ- 
tations of his love: learn this leſſon, even of 
Hagar the bond-woman: when ſhe was in a ſo- 
litary wilderneſs, the angel of the Lord com- 
forts her; tells her God hath heard her affliction; 
ſhe was with child; her ſeed ſhould be multi— 
lied: ſhe in an anſwerable return to God for 
his kindnels, ſets an aſteriſm of obſervation upon 
the place, as a memorial of God's ſeeing, and 
looking after her ; So the well was called Beer-la- 
hai-roi, i. e. the well of him that liveth, and 
ſeeth me, Gen. xvi. 13, 14. Thus do you: 
think and think again, Oh, who, or what am I, 
that God ſhould look after me, or take notice 
of me in this deſolate ſtate and place! I ſhall 
remember this time of love whilſt I live; in 
ſach a room I met with God, ſuch a chamber 
or cloſet was a Bethel, a mount Nebo, a ſyco- 
more tree, where | beheld my Jeſus, and took 
a bleſſed view of the promiſed land. — Thus, 
Chriſtians, reflect upon, and recollect your ex- 
periences in God's preſence; which may be of 

uſe unto you all your days. 
| 2, Let 
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2. Let your carriages at all times be ſuitable 
to your cloſet- prayer; let it appear that you are 
wholly devoted to God: croſs not your prayers 
with your practices: pray much, and live well: 
let it appear you have been with God, that you 
have been drawing your influences from the 
Spring-head; walk with men as thoſe that walk 
with God: let the ſmell and favour of your 
heavenly converſings break forth in your gract- 
ous expreſſions, and exemplary converſations : 
live not after the ordinary rate of profeſſors : as - 
your heart is God-wards, ſo let your light be 
men-wards, that they may {ee your good works, 
and glorify God: carry ſomething out of your 
cloſets, that may hold forth the word' of life 
and work of grace, be able to ſay in works 
what David ſpeaks in words, Pal. cxix. 55, 56. 
After he had ſaid, He remembered God's name in 
the night, he adds, This I had, becauſe 1 kept thy 
precepts ; he tells not what it was, but certainly 
ſomething it was, worth having: poſſibly it was 
ſome ſtrength to obey the will of God, ſome 
power over a corruption: oh, Chriſtians, let your 
ations demonſtrate what you ger in God's pre- 
ſence: what a fin and ſhame is it, when perſons 
do that morally that Moſes did literally, even 
come down from the mount, and ®break the 
tables of God's law, as ſoon as they are off the 
place? Oh how fad is it for a ſoul to come down 
from cloſet-prayer, and be proud, paſſionate, 
envious, or covetous? And . obſerve it; then 
you are moſt in danger: for then doth Satan 
tempt moſt, and your hearts are then moſt apt 
to be ſecure, conceited, and carnally confident, 
as though you had done enough, and might 
| | K now 
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now fit down and take your eaſe : and having 
{weat at duty, and ſuddenly cooling, the gra- 
cious foul doth contract a dangerous ſurfeit, 
and fall into a languiſhing condition: be jealous, 
therefore, of yourſelves when you have been 
with God in ſecret, and have an eye upon the 
devil, who is like a cheater who ſtrikes in with a 
young heir, when he hath newly received his 
rents, and never leaves him till he hath eaſed 
him of his money: oh now walk warily and 
watchfully; conſider where you have been, and 
do nothing contrary to your communion or 
profeſſion: let it never be ſaid of you as ſome 
are apt to ſay, I wonder what ſuch perſons do 
ſo much alone! unleſs they lived better, and 
carried themſelves after another order: they pre- 
tend devotion, but there is little ſeen in their 
converſation; they will talk as vainly, live as 
wantonly, be as hard and falſe in their way of 
trading, and be as proud, ſcornful, perfidious, 
and injurious as others are: ah! Chriſtians, let 
it never be ſaid thus; at leaſt give no occaſion of 
ſuch ſpeeches: let the world ſee, your prayers 
have ſome efficacy; that you get ſome ſtrength 
in duties which you lay out in your practices. 
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ME urther Duties after Cloſet- Prayer. 


"+ 1 after you have been with 
God in ſecret is, to expect a ſeaſonable 

return: ſtand upon your watch, hearken what 
God will ſpeak: Unto thee, faith David, 201 
| diired 
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ing direct my prayer, and will look up, Pal. v. 3. So 


gra- do you: Chriſtians, look up to ſee what becomes 
eit, of your prayers; obſerve what anſwers God 
2s, gives in. It is an unmannerly mocking another, 
\een (Pilate-like) to aſk a. queſtion, and expect no 
the anſwer: and is not this a groſs ſoleciſm in reli- 
tha MW gion, to ſpeak many things to God, and expect 
his no return? it is certainly a great fault among 
ied Chriſtians, to pray and pray, and never to con- 
and ſider or gather up the fruits of prayer: is it not 
and a (trange piece of folly, for men to be always 
or ſowing, and never to look for an harveſt? Surely 
me Chriſtians have more harveſts than they are 
do aware of: therefore, Sirs, obſerve how you 
and reap; take ſpecial notice of any thing that looks 
pre- like a return of prayer; examine it thoroughly, 
heir 2 ſomething out of it, catch at what comes 
> as rom the King of heaven, as Benhadad's ſervants 


of did by the king of Itrael's words; and if there 


dus, be but an hint, lay it up, make much of it, im- 
let prove it, praiſe God for it, and hope for more: 
n of it 1s the negligence, or unwarrantable, modeſty 
yers of ſome Chriſtians, to think that they can ex- 
igth pect no fruit of their prayers, becauſe of the 
8. imperfection of their duties, forgetting God's 


gracious promiſe to upright-hearted ſeekers, by 
remembring his ſtrict juſtice to ſuch as ſeek him 
not in the due order: but, Sirs, you muſt ſo be 
humble, as alſo to believe, fo deny your own 
righteouſneſs, as alſo to improve Chriſt's inter- 
ceſſion; you are to renounce all conceits of me- 


with rit in youſelves, and yet look up for mercy 
able from God. God hath graciouſly annexed his 
yhat promiſe of acceptance to the performance of the 


＋ J condition; and if God have aſſiſted you to pray 
i | | K 2 | right 


a 
rigbt for the main, you may expect his audience: 
tor God is faithful and mercitul, both in for- 
giving our iniquities, and giving us mercies, 
1 John, 1. 9. 2 Tim. iv. 8. God's anſwers 
are larger than our aſkings: inſtances of this 
fort are endleſs: there is never a ſincere prayer 
loſt; God always gives in returns, only we ei— 
thier do not obſerve, or miſtake them, and loſe 
the comfort of them: an anſwer of prayer doth 
not always como in the way we expect it; we 
look for it at the fore-door, and it comes in at 
the back-door ; and while we are ſtill expecting 
the friend we look for, he is in the houſe; the 
mercy we deſired is received, only it comes in a 
way we thought not of, and are therefore apt to 
overlook it: therefore take heed of confining 
God to your way, or limiting him to your time: 
that is the third. 

4. Communicate your experiments: and 
thereby commend this duty to others: thus 
David, Come, ſaith he, and I will declare what 
he hath done for my foul: Pſal Ixvi. 16. This poor 
man cried, and the Lord heard him, Pal xxxiv. 6 
Do you as I have done, and you ſhall ſpeed as I 
have ſped. Do not miſtake this: I would not 
have you tell every one when you go to cloſet- 
prayer, or when you have been at it (that 1s a 
Phariſaical blowihg a trumpet), but you muſt, 
at ſometimes, to ſuch perſons as you can confide 
in, or that you have ſome grounded hopes of 
doing good to, tell them your experiences, for 
their direction and encouragement ; in this caſe, 
acquaint them how God is wont to deal with 

our hearts, what good you have found from 
God in that duty, and you queſtion not but 
Li upon 


1 
upon a conſcientious uſe thereof they may find 
the like advantage: and this would be of ſingu- 
lar uſe; for hereby they have not only a rule for 
it, but the exemplifying of it in a precedent; 
and we know examples are of a prevailing na- 
ture. Eſpecially, ſee that you put your families 
upon this practice; oh what a bleſſed thing were 
it, if every perſon, in ſeveral rooms of the houſe, 
were at work with God in ſecret prayer! how 


bravely would that houſe be perfumed? How 


well would the trade of godlineſs thrive? ſurely 
ſuch an houſe were a more bleſſed beautiful edi- 
fice than any princes palace under heaven : it 1s 
the diſpoſition of goſpel penitents to mourn 
every family apart, huſbands and wives apart, 
Zech. xii. 11, 12. and of gracious ſouls, 20 be 
like doves of the valleys, every one mourning for his 
iniquity, Ezek. vii. 16. There muſt be joint- 
prayer and ſeparated prayers together and apart: 
let not Chriſtians be content to find Chriſt in a 


corner for themſelves; but lee them do what they 


can, that others alſo may enjoy him : this was 
the frame of the church, or believing foul, Cant. 
ii. When ſhe had found him, TI he/d him, faith 
the, and would not let him go, until I had brought 
him into my mother's houſe, 1. e. into more public 
aſſemblies: and truly, Chriſtians, that man hath 
not found Chriſt at all, that would not have all 
others to find him. Oh, thinks the Chriſtian, 
in his retirement, that others did but feel and 
enjoy what my ſoul hath ſweet experience of; 
would to God my huſband, wife, brother, fa- 
ther, child, neighbour, would but try this courſe 
a while! Oh what advantage would they get 
by it? Though I cat theſe ſweet morſels alone, 
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yet fain would I have others to partake with me: 
in things of this world, perſons are apt to grudge 
others any benefit by what they have ſtolen from 
others; but in ſpiritual advantages, there is no 
envy ; and if there be, it proceeds not from 
grace, but from corrupt nature; the more grace, 
the leſs envy; and when envy is gone, perſons 
will be communicative. Take away envy, and 
mine 1s thine, and thine is mine ; true grace or 
charity is kind, envieth not, 1 Cor. xiii. 14. Now, 


this I am perſuading to, that they that have 


found Chriſt, would be ſo charitable to ſouls, 
as to communicate the knowledge of him, and 
the way to enjoy him, unto others : thus doth 
Andrew come to Simon, and Philip to Nathaniel; 


and both of them were (as a man finding a jewel, 
and cannot contain) over-joyed, and cry out, . 


* I have found him;” We have found the Me, 
hah, John, 1.41. 45. And when the poor wo- 
man of Samaria had been privately converſing 
with Jeſus, down the threw (at leaſt left be- 
hind her) her water-pot, and (all in haſte) went 
to the city, and ſaid to the men, Come, ſee a man 
which told me all things that ever I did; is not this 

the Chiift ? 0 iv. 28, 29. Thus do you, 

Sirs: promote apd propogate this choice duty; 

commend it unto others practice; and ſo you 
may be inſtruments of good. 


, 
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RRAF. VL er. I.. 
Concerning the Matter or Words of Prayer. 


HERE is one thing yet remains, which 
it may be expected ſomething ſhould be 


ſpoken to; and that is, the matter in praying, 
or 
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or words of prayer; whether it be lawful or re- 
quiſite to ule a form or no? Moſt judge, that 
as forms are lawful, ſo preſcript words may be 
requiſite to ſome young beginners in religion, 
and other Chriſtians of weak parts, that cannot 
expreſs their defires to God in fit words, to help 
their rudeneſs; yet Chriſtians ought to preſs af- 
ter more growth and proficiency, that they may 
lay aſide thole crutches, and arrive at the giſt of 
prayer; that may be of ſingular uſe. As for clo- 
ſet-prayer, Dr. Hammond doth aſſert it, | Prac- 
tical Catech.. page 277.] that every one may 
aſk his own wants, in what form of words he 
ſhall think fit: and, indeed, all particular cales, 
incident and variable, can ſcarce be compre- 
hended in one conſtant form : beſides, in ſecret 
prayer, God doth not ſo much ſtand upon 
phraſes, or pat ſentences, as the workings of the 
heart in fighs and groans, which are the beſt 
rhetorick in his ears. It is enquired, Whether 
we may uſe the Lord's prayer? I anſwer, We 
may uſe it as other prayers in Scripture, either 
in the very words, or as an example, platform, 
or directory, according to the contents whereof 
we muſt direct our prayers. N 

Therefore, for the further help of young pro- 
feſſors, I ſhall briefly touch at the ſeveral branches 
of that admirable compendious rule of prayer 
you have in Matt. vi. 9. to 14. And the rather, 
becauſe it may ſeem to refer chiefly (though not 
only) to cloſet-devotion : what I {hall ſay to it, 
may be a practical analyſing of 1t 1n its ſeveral 
parts and branches. | 

1. For the preface, [Our Father which art in 
heaven,] you may thus make ule of it:“ Infi- 

nite 
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nite and eternal Majeſty, the Maker of heaven 
and earth, who dwelleſt in the higheſt heavens, 
and in the loweſt hearts; who ſeeſt all things here 
below; and art a God that heareſt prayers; I am 
a poor worm at thy foot- ſtool, looking up to the 
throne of thy grace; caſt a fatherly eye upon me ; 
and though I be by nature a child of wrath, yet, 
through Jefus Chriſt, make me thy child by 

race and adoption ; teach me to cry, Abba, 
Father with holy reverence, and filial confi- 
dence; raiſe my heart to heaven, beget in . me 
faith in thy promiſes, love to my brethren, and 
due apprehenſions of thy ſovereign power, and 
gracious condeſcenſion ; that praying by the help 


of thy Spirit, in the name of thy Son, I may ob- 


tain good at thy Fatherly hands.“ 
Secondly, For the petitions. 

1. Petition, | Hallowed be thy name,] Thus, 
« O my God, I have diſhonoured thee all my 
days, by ignorance, pride, - hardneſs, and un- 
thank fulneſs; and I am unapt and unable to glo- 
rify thee; but do thou glority thyſelf in my con- 
verſion and falvation: help me to know and 
adore thee, to make an high account of thy ti- 


tles, attributes, ordinances; to believe thy word, 


admire thy works, in mercy or judgment: help 
me with ſpiritual thoughts becoming my holy 
profeſſion, with divine lips ſpeaking good of thy 
name, and a ſuitable converſation, to walk be- 
fore the Lord: holy God, deſtroy atheiſm, ig- 
norance, idolatry, and profaneneſs; magnify thy 
name through the world; and direct and diſpoſe 
all things to the advancement of thy glory, by 
thy  over-ruling providence, and thy infinite 
wiſdom.” | 


2. Peti- | 
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2. Petition, [Thy kingdom come:] Thus im- 
prove it; Lord, 1 muſt confeſs, that by na- 
ture I am dead in fin, and a bond-ſlave to the 
prince of darkneſs, who rules in my heart, and 
leads me captive by ignorance, error, diſobedi- 
ence ; but do thou, by the power of thy grace, 
caſt out the ſtrong man; take poſſeſſion of my 


heart; ſway thy bleffed ſceptre in me; bring my 


whole man to obedience; deſtroy Satan's kingdom; 
propogate the goſpel among all nations ;- purge 
thy houſe; furniſh thy church with officers, or- 
ders, and pure ordinances; make kings nurſing 
tathers to it, convert ſinners, confirm faints, 
comfort the fad, haſten thy ſecond coming o 
judgment, and the bleſſed kingdom of glory.” 
Petition, | Thy Twill be done ow earth, as it is 
in heaven ; ] Thus, © Holy majeſty, I acknow- 
ledge my natural ignorance of thy will, impo- 
tency to obey it; yea, enmity and antipathy 
againſt it: my beſt ſervices are imperfect; my 
ſpirit repining under thy hand; and my will wil- 
fully reſiſting grace, and ruſhing i into fin ; but, 
dear Lord, $7 rm my mind, conquer my will, 
order my affections ſweetly to comply with thy 
mind; teach me to do thy will in obedience; 
make me content with thy will concerning me, 
in every providence; beget in me thoſe heavenly 
diſpoſitions that are in the glorious angels, and 
glorified ſaints, that with humility, chearfulneſs, 
diligence and faithfulneſs, zeal, ſincerity and 
conftancy, I may be actively and paſſively at 
thy diſpoſe.“ | 
4. For that petition, [Give us this day our daily 
bread;] Say in this manner; © Heavenly F ather, 


1 muſt confeſs that by my wretched apoſtaſy in 
Adanty 
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Adam, I have loſt my right to every morſel of 
bread, and deſerve not to breathe in thy air, or 
tread on thy earth; my ſin hath put a curſe and 
ſting into every comfort; I can obtain nothing 
by my induſtry, yet am prone to deſire, get, 
and uſe thy mercies unlawfully; thy bleſſing is 
only the ſtaff of my bread; help me to wait on 
thy providence in a moderate uſe of lawful 
means; give me a competence of outward com- 
forts, thy bleſſing in the uſe thereof, and con- 
tentment therewith; and, above all, a right 
thereto in Chriſt, and prevent needleſs cares and 
{ſenſual delights.” | 

5. As to that petition, | Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.) Thus plead it;“ Lord, 
I am wotully guilty of original and actual fin, 
and am thereby a debtor to divine juſtice : I owe 
millions, and cannot pay the leaſt farthing, there- 
fore deſerve to be caſt into the dark dungeon of 
eternal torments; but, dear Lord, thou haſt 
found a ranſom, who ſtands in man's ſtead, to be 
ſurety for him; O accept me in thy beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, waſh away my fins 1n his blood, 
cloath my naked ſou] with his glorious robes, 
give me ſaving faith go embrace him upon bis 
own terms, free my ſoul from guilt and puniſh- 
ment of fin, pardon my daily failings, and ſeal an 
acquittance in my conſcience, which tells me 
I do freely forgive all offences againſt myſelf.” 
6. The laſt petition, | Aud lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil,] you may render 
thus; Lord, it were righteous with thee to 
leave me to be aſſaulted and conquered by Satan, 
my ſoul's cruel enemy; my heart is growing wan- 
ton, proud, and careleſs, apt to thruſt myſelt 
into 
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into temptations, but unable to reſiſt or over- 
come them: thou mayeft juſtly bring me into 
occaſions, and leave me to mylelt therein; but 
oh my God, keep my foul from being tempted, 
or aſſiſt me in the hour of temptation, or reco- 
ver me out of my foils and falls, fanctify my flips, 
make my ſtanding ſurer in thy ſtrength, tread 
Satan under my feet, conquer the world for me, 
crucify me unto the world, ſubdue my fleſh 
within, and in due time take my foul above all 
| ſins and ſnares, into thy immediate preſence.” 

And then ſhut up all with ſuch like words as 
theſe, on that concluſion, | For thine is the king- 
dim, the power, and the glory, for ever, Amen ] 
„Oh my God, I am unworthy thou ſhouldeſt 
grant my petitions for any thing in myſelf; all 
my arguments in prayer, and grounds of accept- 
ance I fetch from thyſelf : thou baſt a kingdom 
of grace, and throne of 2 from whence thou 
heareſt prayers, and diſpenſeſt bleſſings; all the 
power is in thine hands, to give and forgive, to 
kill or make alive; and the glory ſhall be thine, 
if thou hear my prayer: and bleſſed be my God 
for all his mercies. I aſcribe to thee, and thee 
alone, eternal ſovereignty, omnipotency, and 
glorious excellency, which as I defire all may be 

wen to God, ſo I am humbly emboldened by 
2 — to reſt upon thy power and promiſe, that in 
due time thou wilt hear my requeſts; and as a 
token of that my defire and gonfidence, my ſoul 
deth echo forth, Amen, even fo be it.“ 

Thus I have given you an hint from the Lord's 
Prayer of directions for the matter of our prayers. 
I ſhall but propound another Scripture inſtance 
concerning arguments in prayer. 
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. 
An Example, from Jacob, of pleading with God. 


8829 would have his people converſe with 
him in a rational way; and God's children 
have made uſe of many pleas in prayer, which 
they have produced in vehement expoſtulations, 
as We may find ſprinkled up and down in Scrip- 
ture, as Moſes, Nehemiah, Ezra, and Daniel, 
in their approaches to God: and above all, Da- 
vid through the book of Pſalms is exceeding 
full this way. But I ſhall paſs by the reſt, and 
fix only upon one Scripture inſtance, and the ra- 
ther, becauſe it was a ſecret or ſolitary prayer (of 
which we are now ſpeaking) : and there are not- 
able pleas therein, which may poſſibly ſuit our 
condition; therefore 1 ſhall briefly touch the 
arts of it, and recommend it to our imitation : 
it is that of good Jacob (who was trained up in 
this holy art of wreſtling with God) in Gen, 
xxxil. 9, 10, 11, 12. His pleas there, may be 
reduced to theſe ten heads. 
1. He makes uſe of ſuitable titles of God; he 
calls him Lord, or Jehovah ; which denotes 


God's ſelt-exiftance,/and giving being or exiſt- | 


ance to the promiſgs, in firſt making them, and 
then making them good. Thus do you; Sirs, 
raiſe in your hearts ſuitable apprehenſions of 
God, and let Four expreſſions be anſwerable ; 
tell God, he js an infinite, omniſcient, omni- 
potent majeſſy; able to do beyond what you can 
aſk or think; and that you neither need nor 
defire any [more than what his almighty power 

| | can 


1 


can eſſect: tell him, if all- ſufficiency cannot ſup- 


ply you, you are content to go unſped; but you 
8 neither his hand nor heart; you are 


{ſure he both can and will help his children in 
their need; he will make good with his hand, 


what he hath ſpoken with his mouth; for he is 
Jehovah. * | 

2. He pleads covenant-relation to God: O God 
of my father Abraham, and God of my father Iſaac, 
and ſo my God! This is an admirable plea, if 
God own a ſoul in a covenant-relation, he will 
certainly do it good; though his grace be free, 
yet when God hath choſen a ſoul to be his, he 
hath (as it were) engaged himſelf to own it; 
now he hath laid his truth to pledge. Thus, then, 
a ſoul may plead, ** Lord, thou haſt been my 
father's God, and wilt thou not be my God? 
And wilt thou be my God, and withhold ſuch a 
mercy from me? My anceſtors found grace in 
thy ſight, and obtained thoſe very good 2 I 
am craving; and am not I under the very ſame 
covenant with them ? Are not promiſes the ſame ? 
Is there not the faroe Mediator? Lord, I come 
to thee in a covenant-relation, for a covenant 
mercy, and wilt thou deny me?“ 

3. He pleads a warrant for his undertaking, 
appealing to God that he was in his way, ſay ing, 
The Lord, which faid/f unto me, Return unto thy 
country : oh with what encouragement may the 
ſoul plead for aſſiſtance and protection, that is 
in God's way and work, according to his own 
appointment? Thus then plead, ** Lord, haſt 
not thou ſet me about this work? Haſt thou 
not given me a charge to do what I do? Have 
I not a plain poſitive Scripture-warrant to bind 
L my 


- 
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my conſcience? I dare not do otherwiſe: I may 


ſay, If I be deceived, thou haft decerved me; 
but Iam ſure, plain texts are no cheats, I can- 
not otherwiſe underſtand ſuch a command: and 
oh, my God, fince thou haſt thus engaged me 
in thy work, wilt thou ſuffer me to miſcarty 
therein?“ 

4. He pleads a particular promiſe, I will deal 
bell with thee : ſurely a comprehenſive word, 
containing in it all that Jacob wanted. Thus 
muſt a Chriſtian ſearch the Scriptures, get hold 
of a promile, ſpread it before the Lord, whe- 

ther for ſpiritual grace, inward comfort, or out- 


ward ſupply ; as thus: Lord, I find a promiſe, 


in ſuch a place, to a perſon in my very caſe, 
a and pertinent to my very condition, as if it 
had been calculated purpoſely for me in this 
juncture: now, Lord, make it good to my ſoul 
and ſeed; thou haſt made it good to others in 
wy ſtare, and why not to me? am not J an heir 
of promiſe? and muſt not I have a ſhare 
therein ?” 

5. Jacob lays himſelf under the ſenſe of his 
own unworthineſs, I am not worthy, faith he, of 
the leafi of all thy mercies. This is the property 
and excellency of a ſaint; to nullify himſelf, and 
omnify God, as I may ſo ſay: thus Abraham, 
in his pleading, calls himſelf duft and alhes; 
and the Centurion judged himſelf not worthy 
that Chriſt ſhould come under his roof. Thus 
then abaſe thyſelf; ** Lord, I am not worthy to 
enjoy any common mercy, nor fit to lift up 
mine eyes to thee; leſs than the leaſt of thy mer- 
cies: behold, I am vile, I am not only deftitute 

of merits, but full of demerits. Hell is my 
| "ar deſert ; 


F 
deſert; 4 can challenge nothing as mine but fin, 
and the fruits thereof; Lord, I condemn myſelf, 
do not thou condemn me, and caſt me from 
thee.“ 1 ; 
6. He is affected with God's faithfulneſs in 
the performance of his promiſes; acknowledg- 
ing the truth of God ſhewed to his ſervant. 
There is mercy in God's making a promiſe to 
Abraham, Micah, vii. 20. truth in making it 
good to Jacob. Well, then, with Jacob thus 
plead: Lord, it is true, there was nothing of 
deſert in me to engage thee, either to make or 
keep thy gracious promiſe, but ſure, the word 
is gone from thee, yea, and notwithſtanding all 
my treachery and unfaithfulneſs, thou haſt kept 
it to this day: oh keep it ſtill; it depends wholly 
on thee: let not my vanity alter the courſe of 
thy mercy, but pardon and accept, as thou haſt 
done from my Egyptian ſtate until now.“ | 
7. Jacob further recounts his former meanneſs, 
his low condition: with my faſf I paſſed over this 
Jordan; I came hither in a poor contemptible 
manner, a ſorry pilgrim: thus do you plead; 
* Truth it is, Lord, thy grace is abſolutely free; 


there was neither wit nor wealth to move thee to 


do what thou haſt done; I can remember the- 
time when I was as ſorry and filly a creature as 
was in all the country; there was no capacity in 
me to do thee any remarkable ſervice ; thou 
didſt not ſet thy love upon me for any natural or 
moral accompliſhments; even ſo, Father, be- 
cauſe it pleaſed: thee: and wilt thou now forſake 
me; thou mighteft have done that at eaſier 


rates.” | 
| L'2 8. Here 
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of the ſea; thus do you; ſtill ſeek out, 


* 
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8. Here is Jacob's ſtone of memorial for by- 


paſt and preſent mercies; Noe, faith he, I am 
hecome i200 bands, i. e. two great companies of 


wives, children, ſervants, flocks, herds; I may 


lay, Theſe, where had they been? It is ſtrange 
to fee poor worm Jacob thus rich; oh the 
bounty of God! So do thou ſay, Lord, take 
notice what thou haſt done for me ; muſt all this 
be in vain? Wilt thou throw away theſe good 
things? Wilt thou not rather crown thele gifts 
with continuance of thy kindneſs? wilt thou 


return to do me hurt, after thou haſt done me 


all this. good? Doſt thou not remember my 
convictions, conſolations; my fears, tears, 
doubtings, refreſhments? Oh the paſſages of 
love betwixt thee and me ! Shall I be the grave 
of theſe mercies ? Lord forget me not.” 

9. Here is his ſenſe of approaching danger, 
Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my bro- 
ther—for I fear him, &c. A brother offended is 
harder to be won than a ſtrong city. Jacob's 
danger was a ſpur to his prayer. A purſued 
hart runs faſt for ſhelter; ſo do thou, foul, when 
afraid; fly to the Lord, and ſay, Oh, my God, 


I have deadly enemies, within and without; 


my caſe is forlorn, deſperate; I have none to 
run to, but thyſelf: haſt not thou faid, that 
in thee the fatherleſs find mercy * Other refuge 
fails me; no man cares for my ſoul: Lord, re- 
lieve, deliver this ſinful wretch, elſe I go down 
into the pit.” 

10. Once more doth Jacob plead the promiſe, 
and enlarge the granted charter: Thou ſaidſt, 1 


will ſurely do thee good, and make thy ſeed as the oY 
uck 


ſweetneſs 


cloſe 
you 

work 
rant 
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ſweetneſs from, and put in fuit the promiſes by 
earneſt prayer: In this manner; Lord, haſt 
thou not promiſed an heart of fleſh, a broken 
heart ? Why then is my heart hardened from thy 
fear? Doſt thou not fay, thou wilt give thy 
holy Spirit to them that aſk ic? This, Lord, 1 
want, to be a Spirit of truth and illumination, 
a Spirit of prayer and ſupplication, a Spirit of 
grace and ſanctification, and of ſatisfaction: oh 
beſtow this mercy upon me: doſt thou not 
promiſe to take away my iniquities by pardon- 


ing grace, for thine own name's ſake? and to 


ſubdue my corruption, and increaſe grace, and 
bring me to glory? Lord, remember thy word 
unto thy ſervant, in which thou haſt cauſed me 
to truſt.” 

Thus much for helps in pleading with God, 
and for that uſe of inſtruction. 


— 


CHAP. VIL SECT. I. 
An Uſe of Exhortation urged. | 


2 laſt uſe is for exhortation, to put us 
on to the performance of this ſweet duty of 
cloſet-prayer. My beloved friends, I beſeech 
you ſuffer the word of exhortation ; you ſee the 
work before you ; you ſee a plain Scripture-war- 
rant for it; you have heard many inſtances of 
Scripture- patterns; you ſee the manner of the 
performance ; let none now plead 1gnorance, or 
look upon it as needleſs, or make excuſes or 
evaſions. Is it not equal and reaſonable ? Is it 
not worth the while to conyerſe with your Gd 
- L 3 | in ' 
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in a corner ? Look over the reaſons of the doc- 


trine, and fee if there be not ſome weight 


in them. 
But, beſides thoſe, I ſhall propound to you 
5 expoſtulatory motives. 
Would you not be ſuch as make con- 
. of every commanded duty? You are 


no real ſaints, unleſs you have reſpect to all 


God's commandments, Pſal. cxix. 6. If you 

ick and chooſe in your obedience, you are hol- 
low-hearted hypocrites : 
to be a duty ? and will you ſtand dodging with 
God ? Mult he raze this ſentence out of the Bi- 
ble, to humour your conceits and ſloth ? Is not 
cloſet-prayer a Chriſtian duty ? Dare you argue 
againſt it? Out of what topics will you fetch 


your arguments? And do you acknowledge it 


to be a duty, and will not practiſe it? Your own 


mouths will condemn you ? what needs any 


more witneſles ? But if vou he real ſaints; I dare 
ſay you do approve of 1 it, and practiſe it ſome- 
times; and why are you not conſtant in your 


obedience ? Is it not the property of a ſaint to 


do righteouſneſs at all times? Pal. cvi. 3. Oh 
conſider this, and do not either neglect a com- 
mand, or omit this known duty. 

2. Would you not bave the truth of grace 
cleared up in your ſouls? Surely there is no 


Chriſtian but would arrive at aſſurance; and this 
is one way to evidence ſincerity, being much 
with God in ſecret duty: as he grieves truly that 


grie ves without witneſs; ſo thoſe religious actings 
are moſt evidential of grace that are leaſt obvious 
to the view of men ; and whereby a Chriſtian ap- 
proves his heart only to the heart {ſearching God, 
Rom. 


and can you deny this 
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E 


us 


Pp. 


lineſs. This 1s. 
work, coſtly duties, ſpiritual exerciſes, which is 


WE 
Rom: ii. 28. Here is the true Iſraelite, that 
can, with Jacob, converſe with God alone, and 
ſeeks his praiſe not of men, but of God. Ob- 
ſerve it, a Chriſtian ordinarily hath not that 


comfort in a duty expoſed to others view, which 


he hath. in that he performs betwixt God and 
his own foul : for there is moſt danger of felfiſh- 
neſs in the former, and more ſelf-denial in the 
latter. The wind of applauſe may blow men far 
in a creditable performance; but humility and 
ſincerity is moſt evident in ſecret appeals to God. 


Conſider this, Chriſtians, you run to ſermons, 


miniſters, good books, and take much pains to 
try your ſtate, by marks and Ans: make trial 
of this more compendious courſe, to clear your 
ſtate; be much with God in cloſet-prayer. 

3. Would you not be found in the practice of 
the power of godlineſs? Oh then fall cloſe to 
cloſet-prayer. Alas! Sirs, hearing ſermons, read- 
ing . Scriptures, diſcourſing N praying 
in the family, may be done only for faſhion ſake; 
and the perſon that doth them, may have no 
more than the form of godlineſs: miſtake me 
not; I do not condemn the practice of theſe, 
nor them that do them, as formaliſts for that; 


God forbid; they are Scripture duties; but the 


outward part of theſe may be done without the 
power of godlineſs; but to ſtruggle with a man's 
own heart, to wreſtle with God in a corner, to 
meditate and give up a man's ſelf te theſe du- 
ties, as in the preſence of God; oh, this ſhews 
ſomething, of the power of grace, and life of ho- 

cee „and that is hard 


more than to offer God thouſands of rams, 8 a 


- 
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firſt-born ſon. David would not offer that to 
God that coft him nothing; and ſhall we be 
content with the ordinary duties which may be 
conſiſtent with an eaſy plodding formality ? 

4: Would-you not have your hearts eaſed un- 
der prefling burdens ? Are you in love with your 
forrows ? would you not be rid of them? Be- 
hold, T ſhew unto you an excellent way to get 
eaſe, which is, a recourſe to God in ſecret prayer. 


have heard ſome precious Chriſtians fay, 


that when any thing hath lain upon their hearts, 
ready to overwhelm them, they have run to God 
in a corner, and there have left their load, and 
thence have gone, with good Hannah, and have 
been no more ſad. And experience tells us, that 
when any preſſing affliction lies upon us, if we 
can unboſom ourſelves to an intimate friend, 
though not a word of counſel or comfort paſs 
from him ; yet that opening of our hearts doth 
eaſe, as vomiting doth an oppreſſed ſtomach, 
And hence faith Job, I will ſpeak that I may be 
refreſhed. And Scripture backs this, in Phil. 
iv. 6. Be careful in nothing, but in every thing make 
your requeſts known to Grd, and unload your cares 
and fears into the boſom of God. But how? 
Why, by prayer and ſupplication in thankſ- 


giving, Lay your load on God by prayer, and 


e will bear it. 
5. Would you not obtain boldneſs in acceſs to 


God, and familiarity with him ? Oh, go often 
to God 1n cloſer-prayer. Princes take more ſtate 
upon them when cenverſing with their favou- 
rites before others, but when none are preſent, 
they open their hearts more familiarly to them. 


I know Abraham, faith God, he and I are well 
; ac- 
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acquainted, he is my friend, he viſits me often, 
and ſhall I hide any thing from Abraham ? I will 
take him to a fide, and tell him my whole heart: 
{o will God to you, he will communicate much 
to you, and you may ſay any thing to him; you 
are not ſtrangers to him, but may come into his 
preſence boldly, and he will make you welcome, 
Heb. iv. 16. On the contrary, what a dreadful 

thing will it be to have ſtrange thoughts of God 


in duty, or at death? Strangeneſs betwixt God 


and a foul is a ſad uncomfortable thing: wicked 
men are total ſtrangers to God; gracious ſouls, 
little employed in ſecret prayer, are little ac- 
quainted with God, and worſhip afar off; but 


ſincere ſouls, converſing much with God in ſe- 


cret, attain to abundance of intimacy with the 
Lord; and is not that a mercy worth a world? 

- 6. Would you not have the fins of others to 
bring wrath and judgment on the place ? Oh 
then let your ſouls weep and pray 1n ſecret places, 
as Jeremiah did, chap. xiii. 17. This is the 
laſt and ſafeſt way to be delivered from the guilt 
of open crying fins in the land, even a mourn- 
ing for them in prayer before the Lord ; thus 
did Lot, and David, Paul, and all faints: yea, 
Moles's ſolitary prayer interpoſed betwixt flam- 
ing wrath and offending Iſrael: thus did he ſtand 
in the gap, and you make an atonement for the 
nation. A gift in ſecret may pacify that wrath 
that is already broken out againſt us. Wicked 
men fin in ſecret; let us mourn in ſecret ; yea, 
they fin openly, let us lament privately, 2 Kings, 
xvii. 9. The truth is, ſecret ſins may undo a 
nation, except the cry of the ſaints ſecret prayers 
be louder than the cry of wicked men's ſecret ſins: 


On 


— 
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Oh fall to it. riſe; cry 
beginning of the. watches ; wg out. thine heart before 
rhe . of the Lord, Lam. ii. 19. 

Would you not have your own ſecret fins 
t in the light of God's countenance ? Pſal. xc. &. 
then repent and pray alone; humble your ſouls 
in ſecret for your ſecret fins. Are you not con- 
ſcious to yourſelves of much ſecret guilt ? And 
doth not God expect that you ſhould ſet your- 
ſelves to mourn over them, and cry to God for 
pardoning grace. in ſecret ? Do you not know 
that God will bring every ſecret thing to light 
in the great day ee Eccl. xii. 13. 
Nay, God may puniſh. you openly, as he did 
David for his — fin, 2 Sam. Xii. 12. Well, 


then, anticipate that ſad ſevere judgment, by ; 


judging yourſelves, and deprecating his _ 
teous judgment. I may ſay to thee, ſoul, 
Solomon beſpeaks Shimei, Thou knoweſt all the 
wickedneſs which thy heart 1s privy to: and where 
are thy prayers, and tears, and groanings in ſecret? 
Oh "firs if others fins draw you not to ſecret prayer, 
let your own,” which may afford matter of abun- 
dant grief in your cloſets and retirement. 

8. Would you prevent and circumvent wicked 
men's ſecret plots ?:Be ſure, then, you undermine 
them by ſecret prayer. HYicked men lie in wait ſe- 
_ eretly, as à lion in his deu, io catch the poor, and mur- 
der the imocent, Pſal. x. 8, 9. Pal. Ixiv. 1, 2. 
43 5. And now what courſe is to be taken, for 
preventing theſe horrid deſigns? Alas! we have 
no other remedy, but the ancient Chriſtians 
weapons, prayers, and tears; theſe may break 


their nets, and blunt their weapons. Good Je- 


n knew not that they had deviſed devices 


_ againſt 


aut in the night, in the 


houſehold gods, and cloſet images ; they 
their covered, vailed, and myſterious exerciſes 


voice ſweet, and countenance comely; when they are 


— 


J 131 ] 


againſt him ; but he reveals this cauſe to God in 
prayer; and then God ſhews him their doings, 
and prevents their attempts, Jer. xi. 18, 19, 20. 


Saints 8 may break wicked men's 


cloſet- plots: fall cloſe, then, to this great duty. 


9. Would you not be condemned by the hea- 
thens chamber- idolatry? Oh then do you per- 
form chamber and cloſet duties: they had . 


ad 


in ſecret places: and the Jews borrowed ſeveral 
myſtical rites of the Heathens. Hence we 
read, in Ezek. viii. 12. of chambers of imagery, 


as the Papiſts at this day have their crucifixes, 


their pettiy- chamber, 'cloſet-deities, where, they 
drop their beads, and do homage to thei Idols. 
And ſhall theſe, in their blind ſuperſtition, con- 
demn our irreligion? Shall it be ſaid of a devout 
philoſopher, that in ſo many years he ſpoke 
more with the gods than with men? And ſhall 
it be ſaid of any of us, that God (even the true 
God) is not in all our thoughts ? or fo little in 
our lips, at leaft in ſecret folemn addreſſes to 
him? Let not poor ignorant Papiſts out- ſtrip us 
in devOtion, fi here 1s ſuch vaſt difference, 

10. Would you not be ſuitable to God's dif- 
penfations? When the Lord our God puts us 
to filence, and into ſolitary places, he expects 


that we ſhould viſit him there: Cant. ii. 14, Ob 


my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the ſe- 
cret place of the ſtlairs, i. e. in an afflicted, perſecuted, 
and deſolate condition; Let me fee thy countenance, 


let me hear thy voice, i. e. in the duties of prayer, 


praiſe, and goſpel ordinances: For then was her 


caſt 


JS 
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caſt out, then doth God expect and entertain 

them : and this advantage have God's children 
had by privacy, into which they were caſt, as we 
heard before of Jeremiah, chap. xv. 15. So the 
afflicted church, Lam. ili. 28, 29. When ſhe 
ſitteth alone in ſolitarineſs, then ſhe putteth her 
mouth in the duſt, in faſting and prayer; and 
ſo a particular perſon, as there: now a man is at 
leiſure for it: while perſons have their full em- 
ployment or enjoyments, they are too buſy; but 
when perſons are taken off other ways, it is time 
to retire themſelves, and retreat to God. The 
leſs comfort perſons find in public ordinances, 
the more ſerious muſt they be in eloſet perform- 
ances, that the loſs may be ſupplied ſome way. 


— ET 


er. H. 
Several Objections anſwered. 


1 T is ſtrange if our carnal hearts and cavilling 

ſpirits have not PINE to ſay againſt this 
difficult duty : 1 ſhall therefore mention what 
objections | can foreſee may be made, and briefly 
anſwer them. | 

1. OG. We pray in our families, and is not 
that enough? What needs all this ado? 

Anſw. 1. This objection cannot be made by 
all: fome have no families to pray with; but if 
thou doſt pray in thy family, it is well; there is 
many graceleſs heads and prayerleſs houſes: of 
which it may be ſaid, The fear of God is not 

in this place: oh the wrath that ſhall be poured 
out on ſuch families! But ſuppoſe thou doſt, 
family-prayer is one thing, and cloſet-prayer is 
another: and let me tell thee, God never made 

one 
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one duty to ſuperſede another; you muſt not 
juſtle out one work, becauſe you are bound to 

erform another. Every thing 1s beautiful in 
its place and ſeaſon. God's commandments are 
exceeding broad, and take in a great compals of du- 
ties. You muſt worſhip God in your houſes ; that 
exempts you not from worſhipping God in your 
cloſets, no more than in the public aſſemblies: 
there is equal commands for all, neceſſity of all; 
negle& any at your peril: beſides, I told you, 
a child of God hath a ſecret errand to his Fa- 
ther, that it is not fit his family ſhould know of; 
and upon this account God hath appointed clo- 
ſet-prayer, as tendering the credit of his people, 
that they might not diſcover their ſpiritual na- 
kedneſs to any but to that God who knows their 
ſecrets, and will keep their counſel: and I muſt. 
tell thee, foul, thou art very little ſenſible of 
thy ſpiritual ſtate or wants, if thou have nothing 
to ſay to God that thou wouldſt not have others 


to hear. 


2. Obj. But I am a poor man, and buſy in my 
calling, and cannot take ſo much time in cloſet- 
prayer; I have other occaſions. 2 

Anſw. Friend, haſt thou any greater buſineſs 
than the affairs of thy ſoul ; let thy calling ſtand 
{till, rather than thy foul ſhould be damned: 


curſed be thoſe occaſions that eat out religion : 


but conſider, you may follow both callings, if 
you be obſervant; our general and particular 
callings muſt not interfere. Clean creatures 
divided the hoof; conſiderate Chriſtians are ſuch 
as rightly proportion works to their particular 
ſeaſons. A chief part of David's arithmetic of 
numbering days, was in that which we call di- 

| viſion, 
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viſion, to caſt the account of this our ſhort life, 
ſo as to divide the little total ſum thereof into 


the ſeveral portions of time due for performing 
every duty in: the hand-maid may not thruit 
out the miſtreſs; nor the ſhop have all, and cham- 
ber none of our time. You are flat Atheiſts, 
if you think praying will hinder your work: 
No, no, it bleſſeth and expediteth temporal 
affairs. We uſe to ſay, Meat and mattins 
hinder no work.” Canſt thou not get time for 
eating, ſleeping? Yea, doſt thou not ſpend as 
much time in idleneſs and. vain diſcourſe, as 
would be required every day for this duty? If 
thou hadſt an honeſt heart, thou wouldſt redeem 
time from thy meat, or fleep, or recreations, 
for prayer, rather than neglect a duty, or damn 
thy ſoul: the truth is, we complain we want 
time, but we waſte time: there is not the pooreſt 
labourer but he miſpends more time than prayer- 
time comes to: and why ſhould any water be 
left off, when there is little enough in the chan- 
nel to turn the mill for or towards our God? 

3. Obj. But I am a ſervant, and muſt obey 
my maſter; I am kept too hardly at work to get 
time for ſecret-prayer; I am called to work 
betimes, dogged to it all the day. 

Anſw. Though you be ſervants to do men's 
work, yet not ſlaves to their luſts; in that re- 
ſpect you muſt not be the ſervants of men; if 
you be ſervants, you are the Lord's free-men; 
af free, yet you are Chriſt's ſervants, 1 Cor. vil. 
22,23. Remember, you have a maſter in hea- 
yen; no moital creature can diſcharge you 
from your attendance on God: you .muſt do 
God's work, as well as your maſter's, and your 

| ' maſter's 
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maſter's work for God's fake, Eph. vi. 6, 7. Oh 
Sirs, do not neglect your duty to God, to plea- 
ſure men. Can your ſuperior anſwer for your 
neglect? Or interpoſe betwixt flaraing wrath and 
your ſinning fouls? But I am afraid ſome lay 
the blame on maſters, when the fault is in them- 
ſelves : deceive not thyſelf by accuſing others to 
clear thyſelf; this was Adam's fault. Think 
not that another's rigour can excuſe thy neglect. 
Let me tell you, there is never a ſervant ſo 
ſtrictly. watched, but might ſteal ſome time 
from his maſter for his God, and yet do him no 
wrong: only ſee that you be prudent in chooſing 
ſuch ſeaſons as may not juſtly provoke your 
maſter, or prejudice his occaſions: and be often 
in your callings, lifting up your hearts to God; 
be content with your condition; had you more 
liberty, it may be your hearts would not be in 
ſo good a frame. But let me beſpeak maſters - 
indulgence to poor and pious ſervants. Oh hin- 
der them not in any good work; rather put them 
upon it, encourage them in it, bleſs God that 


you have praying ſervants; this 1s a hopeful pre- 


ſage of good ſucceſs: let not your ſervants fare 
the worſe, but the better for being God's ſervants. 

4. OH. But IJ have no cloſet to pray in, no 
convenient room for ſecret prayer; I have a lit- 
tle houſe, a buſy full family, and cannot retire 
myſelf. 

Anſth. A good heart will find room, either 
within doors, or without; a gracious foul will 
ſeek out places to pray in; any ſorry cot will be 
a Bethel, where it can enjoy its God; or, if he 
cannot get to it under the roof, he will (with 
good Iſaac) walk out into the fields to meditate 
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and to pray: could heathens and idolatrous 
Jews plant groves for their ſuperſtition, in an 
apiſh imitation of Abraham's practice? And can- 
not a bird of paradiſe take its flight out of 
ſome wood or arbour into heaven ? but moſt need 
not make this ſilly flight excuſe; they have good 
roofs to be in, and need not worſhip God in the 
open air: few of us but we have convenient 
100ms; but moſt of us want affectionate hearts 
to viſit God therein: but, Chriſtians, make 
good uſe of your houſes to ſerve God therein, 
elſe they may juſtly ſpew you out, and leave you 
harbourleſs; and then what a dreadful ſting and 
guilt will follow you whitherſoever you go? Oh 
conſider London's flames and ruins; your 
houſes are no better built, nor more ſecured 
from the like cataſtrophe; do not weaken their 
foundations by wilful neglects, or ſcandalous 
ſins. 

5. Obj. But I know ſome good Chriſtians that 
never ule it, yea, that maintain it in their judg- 
ments that it is not neceſſary, except in ſome 
extraordinary caſes; what ſay you to that? 

Anſw. I never yet met with ſuch perſons that 
had the face of religion, that ever ſpoke againſtthe 
- ordinary practice of this duty of cloſet- prayer. I 
confeſs, I have met with ſome, who being urged 
to family-prayer, have put it off with this evaſion, 
that they would pray 1n their clolets (how well, 
the God of heaven knows), but if any profeſſor's 


judgment be ſo far bribed to plead for the fleſh | 


in this neglect, the Lord rebuke them, and for- 

ive them; they know not what they ſay. This 
Is a lamentation, that there is ſcarce any truth 
ſo ſacred, or duty ſo {piritual, but it hath been 


eg 
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contradicted in theſe licentious days. Some 
have pleaded againſt family-prayer, catechiſing, 
chriſtian meetings, and what not; , but they 


can produce no ſolid arguments: do not you 
follow their example, contrary to plain Scripture 
. precepts and precedents. Many were produced 
for confirmation, moſt whereof were not only in 
extraordinary caſes, but were an ordinary prac- 


tice: and can you find the day that affords not 
ſome ſpecial matter to occaſion you to make ad- 
dreſſes to God in ſecret prayer? If you be ſen- 
ſible and obſervant, ſurely you will ſee great need 
for ſuch retirements in ordinary practice: re- 
member this, that you follow no man, but as 
he follows Chriſt; but I am fure our precious 
Saviour uſed this practice. 
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8 E C T. III. 
More Objefions anſwered, 


6. Oz. B U T I find not my heart affe&ed or 

| - prepared: is it not a tempting of 

God, to go when the Spirit doth not move me? 

Anfww. It is a dangerous miſtake, to think you 
may not go to duty but when the Spirit moves 

you: for it may be long before it ſtir ; the Spirit 
bloweth where and when it liſteth : you are there- 
fore to lay yourſelves in the way of the Spirit, 
call in its aid, which ordinarily comes when ſouls 
do their duty: holy performances are (as it 
were) the walk of the Spirit, the air where he 
breathes: and be ſure he is moſt likely to be 
found in his own way and walk; but you can- 
. M 3 not 


. 
not expect him in the neglect of plain duty: 
try this way, put God to it, plead his promiſe; 
you cannot think to be warm, if you run from 
the fire: if you have not an appetite to pray, 
you muſt pray for an appetite; for neglect, or 
omiſſion of a duty, never fits, but always un- 
fits for a duty: if you will heed your trifling 
fpirits, and accept every excuſe which they make, 
you ſhall never pray: if you play the truant one 
time, you will have leſs mind to go to God the next 


time; guilt makes you afraid, and you dare not 


come near that God whom you have wronged; 
as Adam ran from God, and Peter would thruſt 
Chriſt from him, when conſcious of guilt. How 
dare you look God in the face, whom you have 
flighted? Beſides, you will find that neglect of 

duty doth not make the next 1 more 
eaſy, but more difficult. It will (as one faith) 
require more time and pains for you to tune 
your inſtrument, than for another to play his 
leſſon: and is it not more likely God ſhould 


come to you in pains- taking, than total omiſſion? 


Do you not read in the Pſalms, how often Da- 
vid begun faintly, and ended triumphantly? 
Try the Lord, and fee if he be not better than 


you-expect. 


7. Obj. Aye, but (faith a poor ſoul) I meet 


with temptations when Igo to God in ſecret; 
Satan aſſaults me, I am timorous, and dare not 
be alone, or in the dark, but am affrighted. 

Auſto. It is a ſign the duty is good, becauſe 
ſo bad a ord oppoſeth it: the more Satan ſees 


a duty is for the ſoul's advantage, the more dili- 


gent he is to hinder the performance; but muſt 
- Satan be gratified, rather than God glorified, or 


thy 
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thy ſoul edified? Wilt thou give way to him ? 


Reitt the devil, and he will flee from thee ; think 


not thou canſt perform a fleſh diſpleaſing duty, 
when Satan is quiet, and doth not moleſt; he 
will be buſy to tempt, when thou art going to 
thy God. This is no new thing; he will jog 


thy hand, when thou art writing thy letter to 


thy Friend in heaven. Think not to be more 
exempted, than even thy Saviour himſelf; he 
was ſet upon (by the devil) in his ſolitary re- 
ceſſes in the wilderneſs: and oh the horrible na- 
ture of thoſe temptations! Matt. iv. When Jo- 
ſhua the high-prieſt prayed, Satan food at his 
right-hand to reſt bim; but the iſſue was good, 
God rebuked him, Zech. iii. 1, 2. And thus he 
will do for thee; he will tread. Satan under thy 
feet, and make thee a 8 ; only when 
thou art annoyed with this foul ſpirit; turn to 
thy God; leave not thy work; let not Satan take 
thee off duty; then he hath attained his end: 
fall cloſer to the work ; conſider, faſting and 


prayer caſt out the devil; watching and prayer 
are preſervatives from infection; yea, prayer it- 


ſelf is a chief piece of a Chriſtian's armour, Eph. 
vi. 18. If you be beat off this, you are routed; 
this engageth God for you: without this, you 
are but like other men; and the Philiſtines will 
put out your eyes, lead you captive, and make 
ſport of you: ſtick cloſe to this whatever you do; 
though all the devils in hell roar upon you, yet 
run to your God in prayer; they are ſluggards 
(or cowards), that ſay there is a lion in the way, 
when they are called out to hard ſervice, or dif- 
ficult duty; nay, rather ſay, as he once in an 
arduous undertaking, Here is a work fit for the 

. | ſpirit 
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fpirit of an Alexander; ſo here is a duty that be- 


comes a Chriſtian to manage: by your God, on 


may run through a troop, and leap over a wall. 


But more of that anon., | ; 
8. Ozj. But I get no good by cloſet- prayer; 


J have uſed it fo long, and ftill my heart is as 


cold, hard, dead, as ever; I will give over now. 
Auto. Is not this too like the language of 
thole that ſay, It is in vain 70 ſerve God? Mal. 
iii. 14. And are you like thoſe Atheiſts, that 
think prayer is to no purpoſe? I hope not. You 


think it doth good to ſome, but not to you. 


Well, what is the reaſon ? Is it not hecauſe you do 
not pray aright ? Therefore ſearch yourſelves, ſee 


how you prayed, mourn over your defects, and 


mend the matter: it is true, one who ſees the 


well dry, breaks or throws away his pitcher. But 


is God a barren wilderneſs? Is it not good for 
you to draw near to God? Were they ever 
aſhamed that waited on him? Haſt not thou 
ſometimes found benefit by ſecret prayer? God is 
good: to the ſoul that ſeeks him: Try again, you 
will not looſe your labour; be not weary of well 
doing; in due time you ſhall reap, if you faint not; 
let not your hands hang down, let not your knees 
grow feeble; the text tells you, Jour Father that 
ſees in ſecret will reward yau openly; and dare you 
not truſt him beyond ſenſe and experience? 
There may be more advantage by this duty, than 
you are aware of; you ſhall not yet know the 
profit you have by ſecret prayer; you mult keep 
on in a patient continuance in well-doing, and 
Mot give over till you receive a full rewards: but, 
oh take heed of giving over prayer, becauſe you 
think you want preſent profit: you cannot do 
; 2 bd Satan 
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Satan greater ſervice, or your ſouls more preju- 


dice. But more of this anon. . 

9. OH. But I am weak in parts, and know 
not what to ſay ; fain 1 would, but, alas! I can- 
not open my wants to God in prayer; I want 
gifts, abilities. | 

Anſw. J am glad to hear thee thus complain: 
thou art fitter for praying, when thou canſt lie 
under the ſenſe of thy inability to pray; that 1s 


an uſeful diſpoſition in duty: but thou ſayeſt 


thou canſt not pray; then I will tell thee what to 


do: go thy ways alone, and fall down upon thy 
knees, and plainly tell the Lord thou canſt not 
pray, and intreat him to help thee by his bleſſed 
Spirit, which he hath promiſed to them that aſk 
It: tell the Lord, that thou canſt not think a 
good thought, or ſpeak a good word without 
that bleſſed Spirit; but it ſhall help thine in- 


firmities, and teach thee what to ſay: oh beg: 
hard for that holy Spirit, and then let ſome 
means be uſed to get matter of prayer: you know 


it conſiſts of confeſſion of fin, petition for good 
things, deprecation of evil, and thankſgiving 
for mercies: well, then, fit down, and think with 
thyſelf, what fins thou art guilty of; original or 
actual; of omiſſion or commiſſion ; this is too 
too fruitful a ſubject: take them home, tell God 
of them by ingenuous confeſſion. Then be- 
think thyſelf what thou wanteſt at the hands of 
God ; as, pardon, grace, peace, heaven, and beg 
theſe : . conſider alſo, what thou art afraid of, as 
guilt, ſtrength, effects of fin, God's wrath, Sa- 
tan's.malice; and deſire the Lord td prevent and 


remove theſe, for Chriſt's fake. And, laſtly, - 
recolle& what mercies thou haſt had from God, 


and 
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and reckon them up to God, with expreſſions of yet 
thank fulneſs. Do this with plainneſs, and ſeri- for 

| ouſneſs; heed not ſo much for exact method, Th 
N or fine phraſes; the gilt of the key makes it not but 
| open the door a jot the better; and a prayer doth fent 
| not work upon God the rather becauſe of the Got 
nneat language therein; but unboſom thyſelf rup 
plainly and ſeriouſly before thy God, and thou nec 
ſhalt find preſent aſſiſtance and acceptance, and hav 
future enlargement and encouragement : be ho- wit! 
naneſt, though never ſo homely in prayer. but 
10. Obj. But I like not this ſtir, it is a hard eaſy 

and difficult work; I would rather do any thing nels 

than this, my ſpirit is wonderful averſe to it; Loy 

ſay what you will, it will not down with me, to paſs 

make all this ado in cloſet-prayer ; jt is pretty way 

fair if I can keep up ſuch duties as church and ous, 
family require. . ties 

Anſeo. This is the pleading of fleſh and blood; to e 

this is the bottom of the former objections; ligh 


T expected this all along: if the tongue ſpeak not not, 
thus, the heart doth. Let a duty be preſſed chil, 


never {6 home, a carnal heart will make ſome like 
evaſions; though the mouth be ſtopped, yet a prop 
cavilling heart will have ſomething to ſay ag..'nft tom. 
a ſpiritual duty: and if it cannot be mad with rea- liar 
ſon, it grows mad without reaſon, and againſt ence 
Scripture, It is eaſier to bring arguments to feel 
canvince the judgment, than to draw the will and us, 


affections to a thorough obedience: but, ſoul, ſame 
wilt thou - plead for Baal? Wilt thou take the us : 
devil's part, and yield to carnal reaſon? or wilt not 
thou baulk any divine commands to gratify a ries 1 
lazy humour, or a baſe luſt ? God forbid. Me- brin 
thinks, if thou canſt not obey as thou oughteſt, prof 

85 yet 
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yet thou ſhouldſt take God's part, and plead 
for obedience ; Paul doth fo, Rom. vii. 15, 16. 
Though he faith, What I would, that I do not; 
but what I hate, that do yet (taith he) I con- 
fent to the law that it is good ; i. e. I take part with 
God, and join with God's will againſt my cor- 
rupt and carnal affections, that would draw my 
neck from under this heavenly yoke: and if you 
have not ſomething within you that takes part 
with God's revealed will, you are not ot God: 
but a principle of grace doth facilitate and make 
eaſy the hardeſt duties, becaulgythere is a like- 
nels betwixt holy hearts and bY, performances. 
Love makes every thing eaſy ; hence it comes to 
paſs that Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, Mat. xi. 30. his 
ways pleaſant, and his commandments not griev- 
ous, 1 John, v. 3. If thy heart were right, du- 


ties would be ſweet to thy ſoul; it is no burden 


to eat, drink, ſleep ; the acts of nature are de- 
lightful to perſons in a right temper ; if they be 


not, nature is oppreſſed, and out of order: a 


child of God in duty, ſo far as regenerated, is 


like a man in his calling, or a creature in its 


proper element: beſides, wert thou more accuſ- 
tomed to duty in ſecret, it would be more fami- 


liar to thee, and leſs irkſome: we ſee, by experi 


ence, uſe makes heavy things light; we hardly 
feel the weight of our cloaths, becaule fitted to 
us, and conſtantly carried by us ; whenas the 


fame weight upon our ſhoulders would trouble 


us: Chriftians, conſider, all Chriſtian duties are 


not of equal difficulty; yet withal obſerve it, du- 


ties that are hardeſt to go through, many times 
bring in the ſweeteſt income: and ſo is this; the 


Profit of it will abundantly recompence for your 


Pains 
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ains in it: be ſure when a duty is lined with 
difficulty, and your corrupt hearts draw back, 
and have moſt averſeneſs to it, there is ſome- 
thing of God in that duty, and God aims you 
more than ordinary advantage by it: therefore 
do not ſay a word againſt it, but ſtir up your- 
ſelves, ſpur on your hearts, ſhake off ſloth, and 
run to God, whatever Satan, the world, or fleſh 
ſay to the contrary : thus much for the objections. 


SST TV. 
Some Caſes of Conſcience briefly anſwered. 


* are yet four caſes of conſcience I ſhall 
briefly propound and anſwer. 

1. Caſe. Whether may not an hypocrite or 
graceleſs ſoul perform thts duty of cloſet- prayer; 
and what difference is there betwixt a real ſaint 
and an unregenerate perſon 1n this work ? 

1. Auſ. It is poſſible a carnal man may pray in ſe- 
cret, but with theſe differences: 1. He is urged 
to it by the challenges of an accuſing conſcience, 
he is (as it were) dogged to it, he dare not but 
do it; but a child of God hath a gracious prin- 
ciple, inclining him to it, from love to God, 
and a deſire to pleaſe and enjoy him: yet through 


the remainders of corruption, there is much 


unwillingneſs in the beſt; ſo that ſomętimes a 
ſaint muſt even force himſelf to the performance. 
2. An hypocrite will not thus pray always, 
John, xxvii. 9, 10. It is but in ſome pang, or 
under ſome preſſing affliction; and when this 
good mood is over, he takes his leave of God, 
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till whipt to him again by the like: but a child 


of God is in ſome meaſure conſtant and diligent 
in the duty, though he may have ſinful omiſſions 
and intermiſſions, yet never a total ceſſation 
from duty. Grace works the heart God-ward, 
and the ſoul 1s not content without him. 

3- An hypocrite doth not make conſcience to 
get his heart up to God in the duty; he is con- 
tent with the work done, words ſaid; but a 
real ſaiat hath moſt ado with his heart; that is 
the hardeſt piece of the work; he dare not 
leave that behind him, and he hath much ado 
to get it up. 

4. A carnal man keeps his round in formal 
duty, but gets nothing; he prays to little profit 
or purpoſe ; and (indeed) doth not much ſtudy 
to gain a ſpiritual good. But a child of God, 
is a great gainer; he gets (at ſome times) com- 
munion with God, communications from God: 
oh what good doth his ſoul meet with! though 
not always, yet at ſometimes. 

2. Caſe. Whether may a Chriſtian bind him- 
ſelf to the performance of this duty of cloſet- 


prayer at ſtated times? Or, ſuppoſe a Chriſtian 


miſs his times deſigned for that work, what 
muſt he then do ? , 


Anſw. To the former; that in general, thou 


mayeſt and muſt ſwear and vow, that thou wilt 
keep God's commandments, Plal. cxix. 106. So 
doth David. And (in Scripture) we are bid to 
make vows, and pay them to the Lord, Plal. 


Ixxvi. 11. Vowing ourſelves and all that we 


have to God, is neceflary : ſequeſtring ſome 
part of our time to his ſervice, is requiſite: and 
in ſome caſes, for ſome perſons, it may be expe- 

dient 
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Aient to bind and taſk ourſelves, by an holy reſo- 
lution, to take ſo much time at leaſt every day 
for God's worſhip, yea, at ſuch a time as may be 
judged moſt commodious by our experiences. 
And this may be a good help to keep in our 
treacherous hearts from delay or dallying : but 
to engage ourſelves to a particular hour ſo punc- 
tually, and unalterably, as not to take another, 
may not be ſo ſafe; partly, becauſe our times 
are in God's hands, and we know not what 1n- 
tervening providence may fall in to prevent our 
performance, whereby conſcience may be en- 
tangled in a perplexing labyrinth ; beſides, our 
outward occaſions, and the frame of our ſpirits, 

may diſcover a greater fitneſs at another ſeaſon: 
yet though I would not have Chriſtians bring a 
ſnare upon their ſouls by vowing, yet I humbly 
conceive that they may conſult conveniences and 
deſigns ſome time for that work and purpoſe, 
God willing, to keep an hour of prayer: and if 
they be hindered by a journey, or any unex- 
pected unavoidable occaſions, they muſt mourn 
for it as their burden, redouble their diligence give: 
another time, not plead needleſs diverſions, lift defe 
up ejaculations to God, keep a praying frame of is lef 
ſpirit, and God will graciouſly pardon and en- and! 
tertain them. . 
3. Caſe. How may a Chriſtian know that he ; 
enjoyeth communion with God in cloſet- prayer? ¶ and g 
Anſ. Communion with God is twofold. 1. As diftra 
to graces; 2. As to comforts. Sometimes a I fear 
Chriſtian may feel the joy of God's ſalvation, Anf 
have the ſweet kiſſes of his mouth, ſmiles of his Þ may b 
face, ſeals of his Spirit, and the lively ſpringings I fo der 
of joy and raviſhing pleaſures; theſe carry their ¶ ſpeak 
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own evidence along with them: but all have not 
theſe, nor any at all times; therefore the ſureſt 
way is to enquire after communion with God, 
with reference to the exerciſe of grace in duty: 
then hath a child of God true fellowſhip with 


God, when by the ſweet aſſiſtance of God's 
= Spirit his mind 1s knit to the obje& of worſhip, 
5 the underſtanding is fruitful in ſpiritual and ſuit- 
5 able thoughts, when the will and affections are 
carried out in ſtrong and panting deſires and 
C longings after God : when the heart 1s thoroughly 
- broken in the ſenſe of ſin, melted into ſorrow, 
ir affected with the ſweetneſs of pardoning grace, 
8. and ardently pleads with God for acceptance: 
1: again, when the graces of the Spirit are acted 
a in the duty, as, an holy awe and fear of God, 
ly faith, love, humility, zeal, and fervency, and a 
ad willingneſs to forgive others, as well as to be for- 


ſe, given by the Lord: laſtly, a ſoul may know _ . 
if when it hath communion with God, by the con- 
2x- | ſequences of duty, as when the Chriſtian is 
un more vile in his own eyes, as Abraham was, 
ace gives God all the glory, ſees and bewails his de- 
lift defects in greateſt enlargements, when the ſpirit 
> of is left in a better frame, and fitter to bear croſſes, 
en- and perform after duties, Sc. I do but hint theſe 
things. 1 | | 
he 4. Caſe. Suppoſe I have prayed a" g_ 
yer? and find not my heart affected; it is dead, dull, 
As diſtracted, I do no good, get no good in duty; 
es a I fear I offend God: what ſhall I do? 
ion, Anfwo. Such a cafe is ſad: yet conſider, 1. It 

his £ may be the cafe of gracious hearts; David was 
rings | ſo depreſſed and troubled, that he could not 
(peak, Pſal. lxxvii. 3, 4. God's beſt children 

3 are 
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are ſometimes out of frame, their ſpirits unfit 
for duty. | | 1 

2. A total neglect will not mend the matter, 
nor help the frame of your hearts; one ſin will 
% never cure another; running from the fire is not 
the way to be warm: your hearts will not be 
better, but worſe, by forbearance : omiſſion in- 

diſpoſeth. | 
3. Who knows but God may come in the next 
time? Keep upon the Royal Exchange; till 
ply the oars; give God no reſt; gratify not Sa- 
tan by neglect. Tradeſmen keep their markets, 
though for ſmall gains: you will get ſomething 1 
at laſt worth your pains; they never were aſhamed C 
that have waited on him: the iſſue will be good. t 


; 4. God may graciouſly accept thy obedience, b 

| though thou have not {weet enlargement; the p 
| obedience is thine, the enlargement God's; he pe 
is a free agent, and works when he pleaſeth ; he he 
loves to ſee poor ſouls tug and ſtruggle with re, 

their own hearts; though they can get little for- ell 

ward, yet they would be better, and do better : thi 

the father takes it well, when the child is ſtriv- W 


ing to obey him, though it fall very far ſhort: Pra 
| he ſees the ſpirit is willing, though the fleſh be not 


weak, and accepts of upright endeavours : nay, ner 
obſerve it, a Chriſtian's conſcientious attend- the; 
ance upon God, without enlargements, may be any 
more acceptable to God, than when he hath the que. 
ſweeteſt enlargement; becauſe there is moſt to d 
obedience in thoſe duties; but in the other, a anot 
Chriſtian 1s (as it were) hired to performances, thin] 


by the earneſt-penny of enlargements: oh, it is a dare 
brave thing to perſevere (in duty) under diſcou- | the | 


ragements: he that can trade when times are ſo it is f 
dead, 
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dead, that all his wares lie upon his hand, yet 


trades more; ſurely his ſtock is So it is 


an evidence of much faith, love, fincerity, 


when the ſoul can maintain this heavenly trade, 
when his ſenſible incomes are ſmall: yet, when 
God thus withdraws from you, you muſt deeply 
lay it to heart, enquire the cauſe, make your 
peace with him, and ply the throne of grace 
with greater importunity. Thus much briefly, 


for theſe caſes of conſcience. 

And now, beloved friends, I have diſpatched - 
this ſubje& concerning cloſet-prayer : what re«. 
mains, but that we ſhould all fall cloſe to the 


conſtant practice of this duty? What do miniſ- 
ters preach ſermons, or print books for? Is it to 
be ſeen and heard in public? Is it to be ap- 
plauded ? Or, is it not rather to do good. to 


people's ſouls ? And can people get any good by 
hearing a ſound of work: 


„ or a complemental 
reading what is written? Is there not ſomething 
elſe required of you now, even a ſetting about 
the conſcientious practice of what is before you? 


What ſay you, firs, to this point; is cloſet- 


prayer a Chriſtian duty, or 1s ic not ? If it be 
not, why doth Chriſt direct us to the right man- 
ner of performance, and affure us that our Fa- 
ther will reward it openly ? Will God reward 
any thing but commanded duty? There is no 


queſtion but it is a duty; I challenge any man 


to diſprove it now, and to ſtand to his affertion 
another day before the God of heaven: but I 
think none will deny it to be a duty; and, firs, 
dare any man that profeſſeth religion, live in 
the groſs neglect of plain duty? Do you think 
it is fit it ſhould be done, and will you not do 
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it? Shall your own tongues be brought in as 
witnefles againſt yourſelves ? Will you be like 
that ſon that ſaid, I go, fir, but went not? Shall 
God wait your leifure, and you will not give 
him a vifit ? Will you go into your cloſets to 
make up your accounts, and will you not reckon 
ſtraight betwixt God and your ſouls? Dare 
you go from day to day under the guilt of a 
known ſin ? If you do not what you have read, 


this book will fly in the face of conſcience ano- 


ther day. But I am moſt afraid, left Chriſtians 
trifle about this work, and ſhufle it off after any 


faſhion, and ſo put off God with a meer outſide 


performance, to pacify conſcience, without that 
_ warmth and life we ſhould have in our cloſets : 
it is recorded of Luther, that he prayed every 
day three hours, and even then when his ſpirits 
were moſt lively ; nor were his cloſet-prayers dull, 
careleſs, heartleſs, but ſo fervent and ardent, ſaith 
Melancton, that they which ſtood under his win- 


dow, where he ſtood praying, might ſee his tears 


falling and dropping down: oh, but where is this 
' zeal and ardency in our ſecret devotion ? Are we 
not ready to drop aſleep, even upon our knees? 
Alas, how formal are we? the fire of God is 
wanting in our ſacrifices: nay, do we not take 
God's name in vain many times, and know not 
what we ſay ? Oh, why do we thus forget God's 
omnipreſence and omniſcience ? Doth not he 
know our hearts? And ſhould not we approve 
ourſelves to God in our cloſets? Yea, doth not 


Satan ſtand under our cloſet- window (or rather, 


at our elbow) and hears what we ſay to God in 
our cloſets? If you take no notice of your miſ- 
takes in cloſet - prayer, Satan doth, and toes 
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advantage by them: indeed, I have heard ſome 
make this a ſcruple, whether they ſhould in ſe- 
cret confeſs heart-fins, leſt Satan ſhould be ac- 
quainted with what he knew not before, and fo 
be furniſhed with matter to accuſe them of; but 
an ingenuous confeſſion prevents Satan's accu- 
ſation, becauſe we have a promiſe of remiſſion 
annexed thereunto, Rom. vin. 33. And who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of juſtified perſons ? 
He hath little reaſon to take your confeſſions, 
and daſh them in your teeth; fince that was 
both the means and evidence of pardon : but if 
you fear that, you may do as Hannah, in 
prayer; ſpeak in your hearts, and then Satan 
cannot tell what you ſay, but your God doth : 
however, neglect not the duty; for this you may 
be ſure, that Satan will catch more advantage 
by omiſſion, or negligent performance, than by 
| an ingenuous acknowledgement of heart-fins, 
though he do hear you. 

Sirs, awake to righteouſneſs ; rouſe up your- 


k ſelves to this work; put not off God (or conſci- 
- ence) with a negative anſwer : you may as well 
? ſay, Nay, as pretend and promiſe to do it, - 
'S and not perform; fall to the practice of it there- 
e fore this day; there is danger in delays; if you 
ot do it not to- day, you will be more unfit to mor- 
58 row: at this inſtant fall upon thy knees, beg A 
* bleſſing upon this book fot the good of thy ſoul 
e and others; look upon cloſet- prayer as thy pri- 
ot vilege, as well as thy duty: it is a mercy thou 
r, | mayeſt go to God as often as thou wilt, and for 
in what thou needeſt: it is no ſmall favour that 


i' God hath allowed thee the uſe of this privy key 
7 to 
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to open Heaven gates when thou haſt not the 
more public key of others help in prayer; yet 
this is thy encouragement, thy Father that ſees in 
ſecret will reward thee openly. 


I ſhall ſhut up all with a piece of Herbert's 
poetry, called, Artillery. | 


A® I one evening ſate before my cell, 
Methought a ſtar did ſhoot into my lap ; 
I roſe and ſhook my cloaths, as knowing well, 
That from ſmall fires, comes oft no ſmall miſhap: 
When ſuddenly I heard one ſay, 
Do as thou uſeſt, diſobey, 
Expel good motions from thy breaſt, 
Which have the face of fire, but end in reſt, 


J, who had heard of muſic in the ſpheres, 
But not of ſpeech in ſtars, . to muſe; 
But turning to my God, whoſe miniſters 
The ſtars and all things are; if I refuſe, 
Dread Lord, faid I, fo oft my good, 
Then I refuſe not even with bload, 
To waſh away my ſtubborn thought : 
For I will do, or ſuffer what I ought. 


But I have alſo ſtars and ſhooters too, 
Born where thy ſervants both artilleries uſe; 
My tears and prayers night and day do woo, 
And work up to thee, yet thou doſt refuſe: 
Not but I am (I muſt fay ſtill) 

Much more oblig'd to do thy will, 

Than thou to grant mine; but becauſe 
Thy promiſe now hath even ſet thee thy laws: 


Then 


ee een 


Then we are ſhooters both; and thoù doſt deign 


To enter combat with us, and conteſt 
With thine own clay: but I would parly fain; 


Shun not my arrows, and behold my breaſt; 


Yet if thou ſhunneſt, I am thine: 
I muſt be fo, if I am mine. 
There is no articuling with thee: 
I am but finite, yet thine infinitely, 
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VELS0t HEPHZIBAH. Under the Simi- 
litude of a Dream: In which 1s given an Account of her 
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With Recommendatory Prefaces, by the Rev. Mr. Romaine, 
A. M. Mr. Platt, Mr. Towers, Mr. Crole, &c. Parti- 
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ters; the Leſſons being entirely taken from the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Tettaments. Price is. Good 
Allowance to thoſe who take a Quantity. 

A new Edition of Mr, Hart's Hymns, printed in a ſmaller 
Size than before, on Writing Paper. Price as. 

Coles on God's Sovereignty: with recommendatory Pre- 
faces, by the Rev. W. Romaine, Dr. Owen, and others; 

in nine ſixpenny Numbers; or 58. 6d. neatly bound. 
Religious Courtſhip ; being hiſtorical Diſcourſes on the 
Neceſſity of marrying religious Huſbands and Wives only; 
as alſo of Huſbands and Wives being of the ſame Opi- 
nions in Religion. Price 7s. neatly bound. 

The Advantages and Di.advantages of the Marriage 
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The laſt Farewell Setmon, preached-at the Tabernacle, - 
near Moorfields, April 1, 1792, By the 8 Ber- Py 

ridge, M. A. Late Vicar of Everton, Bedfordſhire, To 

which. is added, a ſhort Account of Mr. Berridge's Death, 

in a Letter from a Friend, who was with him the Day 

he died. Alſo a Narrative of the Reſpect ſhewed to him 

by his Friend in London. Price 6d, 

An Epitaph infcribed on the Tomb-ſtone of the Rev. 

Mr. Berridge, written by himſelf, Price One Halfpenny. 

An Elegy on the Death of Mr. Berridge, Price 1d. 

A ShortAccount of the laſt days of the Cel of Hunt- 
ingdon, by the Rev, T. Haweis, LL. B. her Chaplain. 6d. 
be Watchman's Anſwer to the Queſtion, What of 
the Night? | | | LL 

The Practical Improvement to the Watchman's Anſwer. 
The Glory of the Church in the latter day. | 
Faith in God, and his Word, the Eſtabliſiment of his | 
People. | ; 1 * 

The above Four Sermons, by Dr. Gill, 6d each. 
They are .juſtly called his Prophetic Sermons, as they 
point out, and refer to, the Time we live in, though 

- they were preached above Forty Years ago. 

Jeſus King of Saints; or Chriſt's Sovereignty in deli- 
vering his Elect from the Power of Sin, Satan, Death, 
and the Grave. By Joſeph Alcott. Price Sixpence, 

© Apocalyptical Key, by the Rev. R. Fleming, V. D. M. 

| 400 ag in 1702, in # Diſcourſe on the Death of King 
iliiam. Price Sixpence. . | 
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A Serious Letter, with a Word to the Backſlider ; anos 
ther to the unfeeling Brother; and one to the Formaliſt and 
Phariſee. rice ad. . hs 
The Pauſe; Where ſhall I be in Eternity? Price 2d. 
A ſerious and important Queſtion, Am I in the Road 
that leads to Heaven; or in that which leads to Deſtrue- 
tion? Price 1d. 

The Roſe of Sharon, a Poem, Price 1d. | 

A Picture of Popery. By the Rev. John Ryland, 2d. 

-, © The Eperience of Miſs F. M. Price 1d. | 

The. Life of Faith, a Letter found in the Study of a 
late eminent Divine. 1d. 

Account of the awful Death of a wicked young Man. id. 
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The Life of the Happy Man, One Halfpenny, 
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